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McNish wins over-30 title

McNish Sport and Trophy won tho over-30
lengue championship Wednesday in the Farm-
ington Hilla Adult Hockey Associntion.

In the finals at the Farmington Hilla Ice
Arena, MeNish had to win twice against unbeat-

en Miller Arta Supply end dxd so with 6-3 and 3- .

1victories, -
Randy, Knockeart seored two goals for McNish

in the first garsé.<Ron :Dawson, Denny LaPointe

and Dave Boldts added one npiece.
McNigh‘trailed 3-2 after two perlods but

séored the last three goals. Dan Andemm. Tom

Froismuth and Bob Sachs d for the

@w%tmmgtnn‘ ®bserver

North

Mark Spitz used the Maccabial
‘Games to eventually become an

‘Olymplc swimming legend.”
- Ernie Grunfold did the same,

using the sameé games to catapult
his career into tho National Basket-

ball Associntion. - -
And now Brad Jaffo hnpu the
iah Games will bo the begin.

Miller gonls. .

After an hour-long break, the teams played the
second game at 10:30 p.m. McNish was up 3-0
when Miller scored with three minutes loft in
the conteat.

Scott Brandon, Scott Anderson and Dawson
scorod the McNish goals. Miller avoided a
shutout with a Walt Schram goal.

Other members of tho McNish team are play-
er/conch Gerry Ashe, Dave Phelps, Pate FuIdn,
John Howard, Don Mascat, Rich Probat and Stef
Szyszko, McNizh had a final record of 27-8-14.

Dawaon was the team's leading scorer with 36
gonls and 22 assigts for 68 points, Kevin Andor-
son was next with 50 polnits 80720,

MIAA recognlzes LaCosse '

Kalamazoo Colluge sophomore Kolly LaCosse
ofFurmng.un Hills (Harnwn)wuu named to the
Athletic A {
sccond team in women's baskatball.
LuCaasn led the Hornets in scoring with 12.4
ints per gnmc, steals (1.7), free-throw percent-
ngo (,855), three-point field goals (31) and total
field gools (93). | | -

In two seasons, tho 6-foot-8
lated 532 points, 186,rebounds, 112 mlau nnd
69 steals while su\rung ‘all 50 games.

LaCosso was twice nained MIAA Player ul‘ f.hu
Week, and she set a school record with 15 freo
throws made in one gume, breaking the ‘mark of
"14 set by Laura Behling in 1988,

8 Senior center Dang Wade of Detroit (Murcy !
High School) had' nine rebounds in her fin
game for Sicna Heights College ~— a'86:52 loss
Spring Arbor in the first round of tho Wolv;mn&
Hoagser Athletic C. womcnl b
tournament,

Wado started eigh: games for thq Snintl,

played in 23 of 30 contests and averaged threo

points and three rebounda per game. -
Sicna Hoights was 3-7 in tho conforence and
10-20 overall.

Falcons have fundralser

The Fnrmnngton Baseball Boosters Club is
solling ticketa in a fundraising effort.

. Ticket holders have the chance m win $600
weekly for 20 weeks for a total of $10

If your ticket nurber matches tho Mlchxgan
Lotto’s w«:dnnndny Evening Daily 3 Streight -
number, you win 8500

‘Tickets are $20 apiece. There are 20 chunces to
win per ticket.

You must be 18 years ald to parhnpnto. Win-
nors will ba euntnr:tzd by phone. Each ticket can
be a multiple winner.

To purchase a ticket contact Boostor Club
member Don Cohagen at (810) 477-8841.

Spring hockey:school

Suburban Hockey Schools will conduct a.
spring instructional league nt the Farmington
Hills Ice Arena April 7 to May 22,

The soven-week program will include profes-
sional coaching of individual skills and team con-
cepts for hockey playera of all akill levels, -

The program is open to Mites, Squirts, Pee
‘Wees and Bantama, Class will meet Monday and
Thursdny evenings and will consist of eight one-
hour practices and six one-hour games,

The cost is $195 and.includes 24 hours of ico
timo, All players will receive a Suburban Hockey
School jersoy, Full hockey cquipment ia mquimd

_ For information call (810) 476-1600.

Gymnasts get hlgh marks

A pair of F. i
high marka in the Eighth Annual Wulvunno
Clnsuic March 8-9 at the Umveralty of Michi-
gan'a Koene Arona. -

Representing the Oakland Oymmuﬁm Train-
ing Center in Walled Lake, 14-year-old Erin

an won the Junior IT Division vault com-

potition with an 8,825, Shoe also placed fourth on
bars (8.8) and soveath in tha all-argund (34.625).
. Oakland Gymnastics teammate Amy Russo,
15, placed third on bars
exercise (9.05) in the Sunior II Division.

This year's moet involved 300 gympasts from
23 gyms, mpmnnung four states and Canada.

Soccer people wanted

Pinyers, coaches and trainers for a Livonin-

based Little Caésars and recreation soccer pro-
gram are wanted.
. Camches nra in need ofgirls for under-13, -14, -
18, -17, -18 and open teams, along with bays nnd
girla recreation teams, and undnr-lo and -11
nelact toama.

_For more {nformation, eall (813) 484-8114.

. _frienda go there last summer and
guard has accumus : !

(8.8) and fourth on fléor |

ning of great things for his tennis
carcer, -

The !5-ycnr old sophomore at
North Farmington High School was

.recently solected to represent the

U.S. in the games July 14-25 in
Israel, |

The Maccabiah Games, open to
Jowish athletes, take placé every

- four years like the Olympics. And, -

like the Olympics, athletea fmm all

Brad Jaffe, & 15-yeur—old sophomore at
on High School, was one
of four boys chosen to represent the
United Btates in the Maccabiah Games
later this year in lsrael.

thny renlly Bked lt 1 plan on seeing
everything I can,

Unlike the Olympica, the Maccobi-
_.ah Gamos house athlotca by sport.
“Afiér’the op take

INSIDE:
Regional basketball, D2 .

THills youth malkos solect fiald

and now stands 5-feot-11.

Jaffe is ranked No. 8 in southeast-
orn Michigan by the United States
Tennis Association in the 16-year-
old category.

“I consider my ground strokes,
capacially my backhand, as my
strongth,” Jaffo anid. “I'm also a
geod nthlete and con get to the ball
quick on the court.”

Serving is the area Jaffo hopes'to”

place in Teal Aviv, Jaffe will travel to
Haifd and live for two weeks with
tonnis players from around the
world,

Ho'll have three chances to win a
gold medal over hie global room-
mates as he will compete in singles,
doubles and mixed doubles.

Jaffo's trip to Israel will culminate
a.quick, three-year journey to the
top of his level. Jaffe didn't begin
playing competitive tennis until ago
12 but has made considerable
progress in n short time.

As a freshman last spring, Jaffe
comptiled n 20-4 mark playing No. 2
singles for O.ho Raiders. He broozed
Lakes Activie

over the worl pete.

ey

ties A without a loss, only

biah Games

-estimate more than 6,600 athlotes
from more than 60 countries witl .

participate in nppruximutnly 30
A8

Jnﬂ'n will compate on tbn cight-
member U.S, team, which consists of
four boya and four girls. To qualify,
a player must have been born 1981~
1883, He is the only Michigan resi-
dent to make tho tennis squad.

“I'm really looking forward to vis-
iting Isrnel," Juffe said, "I had same

*to 1088 in the conference tournament

to Piymouth Selem’s Gabe Burn- |

steln. . . .

“I was a little nervous going into
that meot, because I had beaten him
in a close match, 7-8, 7-68," Jaffa

- said. "But I plan on using that loss

a8 o stepping stone. My gunl is to
win the conference this season.”
Opponents at’the Maccabiah
.Games —- and the WLAA — should
beware of the new Jaffe. In the past
year alone, he has grown six inches

OvVe On, but his grawth spurt
should help.

*The taller you are uauully the
stronger the serve,” Jaffe said. “A
strong aerve is importunt because, if
you have a great serve, you can heat
anyone.”

In addition to hard practice —
Jaffe playa four to five times o week

— ho owes much of his success to his -

instructors at the Sports Club in
West Bloomfield: Joo Bronnan and
Steve Hordoiza,

Jaffe also lives in a.tonnis envi-
ronmeont as his father, Jeff, 10-year
old sister and 13- and 7-yoar old
brothers also play tenais.

Brad's fathor sald his son's com-
petitivoness is the koy to his suc-
cess, Jaffo’s compotitive nature was
ovident by hia decision to pursue
tennis and not baseball, which he
grew up playing.

“T chose tennis because I like the
fact it's an individusl game more
than a team sport,” Jaffe said.

Jaffe’s-décision now appears to
have been thé smart choico as a
future in tennis scems a real possi-
bility.

“I hope. to cvcntuu]Lv play pro ten-

nis, but I'd like to attend collngu

first and play tennis thero,” ho said.

’ All—A!ea aelecﬂon.Farmmgton H:gh senior Charlie Jaeger (Zeﬂ) eamed a place on the 1997 All-Observer wrestling team in- + 3

the 136-pound werght class. Seventeen arca wrestlers are recogmzed as first-team honorees. .

Farmington’s Jaeger among area’s best

BY DAN O'MEARA
BTAFY WRITER -

This year's All-Observer wrestling
team counts three repent aolechom
among its 17 first-t

-3 WRESTLING

Gntholic Central and Wayno

Wayne Memorial senior Richard
Watson ninde tho area honor roll for
tho third straight year.

It's twn in e row for Livenin
Stevenson sonior Nick Petryk nnd
Plymuuth Salom junior Teono Wil-
son.

Moving up from the second and
third tenms are Stevenson's Kat-

suhiko Sueda and Mikc Alligon,’
-Satem’s Eric Coburn and Dun Ham- .

blin, Wayné Memorial’s' Gaorge
Bucknar and Livonln Churchill's
Bab Fowler.

“The first team alse includes
Richard Bramer and Dan Seder of
Stevenson, Marc Dugas, Westland
John Glenn; Mitch Hancock and
John Abohire, Redford Catholic Con-
tral; Charlio Jacger, Farmington;
Anwar Crutchficld, Salem; and

' Craig Rose, Clarencoville.

Weatern Lakea Activitios Associa-
tion champion Stevenson laods with
nine wrestlors apread among the
first, socond and third all-gsrea
teams, .

d soven lors each
anlcclud, Salem six, John Glenn
four, Luthernn Westland and Gar-
den City three apiece,

ALL-AREA FIRST TEAM

* Richard Bramer {278), senlot, Stovenson:
Bremar finished strong, placing fith in the
Oivislon | state meet and becoming the first
Stovenson heavyweight to do 80,

Bramer {29-11) was second In the

« ‘Observoriand and WLAA tournamants, fourth

In the disteict and thicd 4a the cegional. Ha
slso pleced socond ot Garden City and third
at the Shamrock Invitational.

*Richord Is an examplo of what can bo
dona If you combina hard work and determl-
natlon,” coach Don Botg sald, “Ho focused
on & god, which he could and did reach—
placing ot stoto.”

Mare Qugas (275}, senlor, John Glean:
Dugns was & stalo qualifier who finjshed tha

- tezson with a 20-4 record. Ho was the West-
om Lakea champlon, and he cisa placed first
in district and regional tournamonts.

Katpuhixa Sueds (103), Junler, Stovenson:
Sucdn, wrestling competitively for Just his
1hird sea30n, went &l the wey 10 the stato
finats. The Division ) runnerup wis & WEAA,

vlsteict and regional charplon.

Suodn, who was 456 this yoor and I 93-
20 in his caveer, olso won the Salem lovita-
tlonst and was second at Trenton, Garden
Clty and CC He won the Observeriand titlo
at 112 pounds.

“Kat has the tools to be a threc-lime
stato guallfier,” Berg said. “He has tha ablli-
ty to do i alt; bo's a great competitor.”

Mitch Hancack (112}, freshman, Detrolt
€C: Hancock was autatending for just hls
firat year of high school campetltion, compil-
ing 0 483 record. .

He was champlon of tho Toys for Tots,
Solom, Davison, Southgate Andarson and
Catholic Loagua toumaments. Hencock was
second at the district but couldn’t wrastier
at1ha teglonal dug to an Injury.

“Ho’s ona of the mast dodicated wmmm'
In the room,™ coach Mike Rodriguez said. *|
Bm cortain you will Mnf mors of him In yeara

. tocome.”

Erte Cobum (219), senlor, Satem: Coburn
compilad 8 52.5 fecord this yaor 6nd sat a
school record for singlo-s4030n victorles. He

Brad Jatfe: Farmmgton Hillssd
tennis player selected to com-
vete in Maccabiah. Games.

A

e

.l s
Ron Kruoger sald. “Hoe hnl knocked uﬂ :
tata champlons off our record bard by Wir
ning 52 matchas in a season.,

“Erlc has left his mark on Salem wrestling
over the Jast four yeors, and his picture will
g0 on our wa!l of chomplons.®

Dan Badet (125}, Junior, Gtevenson: Seder +
wns o stato qualifiar, finlshing sacond in tha
reglonal and winning the district title.

Ha was second In the Cbsarveriand, WLAA
and Catholic Contral tournaments. His 560~
son ocord wos 40-12,

“Dan I8 8 hrrd worker whoso desire to bo
Ho. 4 drivea him,” Berg sald. *He will fulfil
this goal; | am sure.

. Richard Watson {120}, senlcr, Weyne:
Watson I3 & twotime state plocer wha fin-
ished third (n Divisien | this yoor whlld post-
ng B 48-2 recond.

Ha hotds school records for dunl-meet .
Wins, | wins, duol 8nd N
plns, catoor pins, singla-season wing ond
most coreer gold medals. e,

Watson, who was 120-29 in his cacéet,
was tho at Tranton,

won district and regional and
placed fifth in the stote.

Cobum, who defeatod two state chompl-
o0 thring tha season, also fnlshed first In
two Salem tournaments oa well-as the
Otisorveriand ond Hott lavitationols, Ho wos
Becond (n the WLAA,

" His racord this yoar Included 24 pins, and

he toncluded his carear wlln 8 138 43
recor.

“Ede 15 ono of the fow smem wiosllars to

score over 300 paints’in 3 unsen.‘ copeh

Yesilonti Uncoln, Uncoln Park and Obsarver-
land, He aiso won Mega Conference, dist

+and reglonal titles,

“Rich has baen wrastling for five yoar:
undar ey dizection.and, out of huadreds
wrestiers, was ono of the slltime greats,’

bered In our Hall of Fams. Rich was one of
tha best,” - . ,

Y




