_F4(OF*)

: While todny’s intercst rates
.and the variety of affordable
:lonn products have created an
+ideal home buyer’s market, con-
sumers may {feel averwhelmed by

Consumor Markets Division, “A
home ia not only shelter; it is o
financial investment which
appreciates in most markets
over time, and generally pro-
vides signifi tax benefits”

: the prospect of 2 home p

: According to Joe Anderson of
: Countrywide Home Loans, the
-nation's largest indopendent
- mortgage lendes, the home-buy-
ling process can be o rewarding

According to Anderson, the
first and most important step in
gotting ready to by o home is
gotting pre-approved before
shopping for a home. Pre-

ce i cxplore
. all available options and plan
. carelully.

. “Owning a home can provide
: pride, sccurity and financial ata-
- bility,” said Anderson, exccutive
; vice president of Countrywide’s

Harvest luscious fruit from
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: Take a break from winter by
getting camfortable near a sun-
bathed window. Close your cyes
and think about summer.

In your dreams, drift outside
o the peach tree you planted o
: few springs ago and select o per-
. fectly ripe fruit, Take a bite.
{mmmm. You lean forward, of
ourse, 80 the juice dripping
* down your chin doesn’t run onto
< your shirt.

This seenario is realistic, but a

pp! ) verifies credit informa-
tion at the time of the loan appli-
cation, It is a commitment to
lend, subject to receipt of satise
factory property npprnianl gnd

Lender gives tips for first-ti

granted.

Pre-approval lets buyers know
what type of house they can
afford, 8o their house-hunting
time s spent efficiently. It also
improvea their bargaining power
with a‘soller as it shows that
they are serious and cager buy-
ers, With programa such as
Countrywide’s “Instant
Approval,” buyers can_ be

d within mi

A

e budget, then b
down and sticking to it. “Buyers
should examing their lifestyle for
areas where they can cut back
and inerense their savings,” he
said. “Sacrificing a now ear, elee-
tronica or a vacation now can
pay off in the long run.”

While five to ton percent of‘n-

cent down in most casea.

Buyoers should also look at
reducing their porsonal debt.
Most lenders prefer that long-
term debt does not exceed 32 to
38 percent of a potential buyer’s
monthly gross income, Afford-
able, lending programs, however,
may have more mlnxedj qualifica-

home's selling price is
the minimum down payment

withi elimi-

nating the anxiety of not know-
ing if they can afford a home.

+ Anderson nlso advises prospee-

tive buyers to ovarcome the

confirmation of the

1t-down pay-

quired, buyers can begin their
loan shopping by exploring the
wido range of affordablo down
paymont alternatives avnilable
today. A Federal Housing Admin-
i ion (FHA) lean, for exam-

on which the pre-approval was

Fortunately, none of these
problems is insurmountable.
They merely add to the interest
and challenge of raising that
perfect peach, apple or pear. And
perhaps the fruit tastes better
for the effort expended.

1£ you are tempted by the chal-
fenge and the promiso of luscious
fruits, plan now. Take a stroll
around your yard and make a
mental note of where you would
like to plant them. Moat fruit
plants require full sun, at least
six hours a day, R ber that

ment hurdle by setting an

you plant in dry areas. .

Do not bo put off planting
fruits if space is limited. You can
grow a peach, sour cherry, dwarf
apple or other small tree on aa
little as 50 square feet or less of
ground, Blueberries, currants
and other bush fruits require
about 30 square feet por bush.
Strawberrics need only 1 square
foot per plant,

There is no need to be too
rigid with planting distances,
beeause you, the fruit grower, are
i factor. A Jittlo extra

the sun will be higher in the sky
in summer than it is now, so

on imy
elbow reom s cailed for if you do
not want to pay too much close

ple, requires lesa than five per-

1 tion garding debt-
ta-income ratios. Long- term debt
includes mortgage p: ts,

taxes, nsurance and other debts
that will take more than ten
months to pay off. Making extra
debt payments or paying off
credit eard balances can help
reduco debt to an acceptable

me home buyers

level.

Proapective buyors can also
get ready to buy a home by
examining their credit record.
Borrowers should have n clean
credit record, with no bills past
due more than 30 days in the
1ast year. However, many lenders
are willing to overlook one or two
probloms on a credit report as
exceptions in a buyer's credit
history. .

Tt's o good idea to review onc's
credit roport with a mortgage
lender before considering pur-
chasing o home, especially if
thore have been any credit prob-
lems in the past. -

the work of summers past

attention to pruning.

On the other hand, if you
enjoy visiting your fruit trees
avery fow days, snipping here
and there oceasionally with your
pruning shears, you can plant
more closely.

Having decided where and
what to plant, you undoubtedly
wauld like to know: how much to
plant and how long to wait until
harvest? Plan on 4 to 8 bushels
of fruit from any full-size tree, a
couple of bushels from » dwarf
tree and a couple of quarts from
any berry bush.

You should get your first taste

a year or two after setting any
berry plant in the ground. Dwarf
trees — their fruit ia full sizo —
generally bear fruit in about four
years; their full-size counter.
parts take about eight.You coan
enjoy fresh fruit from your gar-
den year-round. The first straw-
berry of spring (an early-ripen-
ing strawberry like Sunrise)

could ripen just ns you finished
the last apple (a long-keeping
variety such as Baldwin) from
your refrigerator. . .

Following strawberrios, you
can progresa through the season
with currants, cherries, bram.
bles, bluebarries, peaches, plums,
pears, grapes and then back to
apples.

s oy
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your home, garage and hedges
will not cnst the long shadows
they do now.

However, also take note of
maples, willows and other trees
that will cast shade as their
branchea become clothed with
leaves. Avoid overly wet areas of
soil and be prepared to water if

CANTON'S rmn NEW COMMUNITY

From *264,900

tingus that lives up to ita name,
brown rot. If winter cald docs not
‘damage the tree, spring frosts
‘might kill the early blossoms.

uxury is Atainable
al.

Two brand new homes are now available for occupancy in 45
days in this beavtiful new Brighton community. Each features
3 bedrooms, 2 172 baths in an exciting two-story plan.

‘i
’ ‘The Driftwood is available :

«Wooded Lots Available
+ 3-4 Bedrooms * Full Basemenls

for $185,900. The Pinewood
is available for $192.900.

« 2-Car Attached Garage * All Amenitles
WO!  opENDAY126 3
NORTHPOINTE B"Z‘é"}lz‘i ‘3‘2“:';"""0* Closed Thursday
TARTCH TOuNI AT ) 229.5722 Call (310) 227-9800
13- 4644 : . A .
Modat gpon Dnname%Ignd Thursday N g : Jor more information. :
S Constncson rtemasoral : :

NEW MODELS UNDER

CONSTRUCTION
H
M Wectludemostecsitip ypartunty |
5,
gaalty oorstpastios,
: Puwenlrest Condominine roﬁéﬂr I8
2] # qpalent floor plors, i
: featarizp 2 om 3 bedroons,
! Tet flocn master sutee,
2oar nmza_/a{/m)au{mim i + Single-family homes « Snealk preview
g prises from £122,900. * Conveniently - our newest
: located between condominiums
b COME VISIT US AT OUR ) Prime Brighton and » One story or
e SALE OFFICE, LOCATED * 16 Waterfront homes {cf "Rive r-Fi mﬂf" Ann Arbor - 11/2 story
AT 417 RavenCrest Dr. 2B%omes a tatalwith ; . Anlzmtthom; ﬂ:n:: f“b;,“é‘,f.,t’
value at a price you 8! .
M * Great Location - North of
: OPEN DAILY 11-6 p.m. roosamamsans.  Availablel can afford  full basementa, two car
: of Mtford Road From $128,900 Maintenance-free lifestylo
: » Wihiawating dotarcato  MODEL HOURS: ’ ‘ From the $120’s
: 313-722-8769 downtownVilage of Miford. Dally & Week-ends S pastShors R g USIA 8 420 S. of East Skhore Dr, . of US-23, 8. of 8 Mila
- R & R Development g 12Gpm. (313) 449-5029 Clossd Toursdeys
o Atandacaping Inchuded Sa S——— 3
Go‘d:leggle BRIGITC (313) 449-9014
W o Single-family home community
{810) 684-6300 * Nawly-designed 3 and 4 « Brand new luxury condomini
] bedroom homes « Maintenance-free l:fg:;!yo:: N

« Brick exteriors, two atory foyers
« Half-acre wooded homesites

* Two bedroomy/two baths

* Convenient to US-23

' Finding romance

Ffo'; df:c AZZO'A ) From the $130's
doesn’t have to be wommes | Woodchf  MWaks |3
Closed Thursdays Closed Thursdays

illage

a full-time job. (810) 532:6497

My free time is precious. I doa’t have time 10

do the singles bar thing anymore. So I placed a
free ad in the personals. It was 5o simple.

Al | did was make ooc call and thele new features
did all the work. Now that’s how busy people

« Bingle-family homes :
+ Lakefront private park and deck

B R R R L R R R R

., should de finding romance. for Ing T
: To ptace your frea voice porsonal ad, call « Laksfront or lake privilego homen |m|il‘.p
1-800-518-5445 From $139,800

On Hospital R4, 8. of Stizabath Lk. Rd.,

©bscever & Eecenicle {810) 681-0086
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