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Warm and caring: Friends and fam-
ily remember a Farmington
School District secretary who
died unexpectedly./A2

Bunny times:
Youngsters
of all ages
enjoyed a
visit Satur-
day at Her-
itage

Park./A3

Top of her class. Mercy Htgh

School Principal Sister Regina
Doelker is honored as Catholic
school prmctpal of the year./B1

Speclal arrangements: Gardeners
from Farmington Hills are
among those fashioning some of
the more than 500 displays at
“An American Bouquet,” this
year’s Ann Arbor Flower & Gar-
den Show./D6

ENTERTAINMENT

Youth theater. Children-in the
Marquis Thedtre and Paper Bag
Players shows learn to get in the
act and get along with others./E1
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EGu,nmén- rob
El‘l’ill’s theater

‘BY ‘WILLIAM COU]‘ANT

Farmington Hills police are lno)dng for leads in an

.nrmed robbery at the United Artista West River The-

iatre on Grand River Suturdny night.
“Unfortunately, the guy (victim) wasn't ablo to sec
any faces,” said Detective Sgt. Tim Swanson.
A theator employee told police that he was counting
the night’a receipts at about 10:58 p.m. when someone
ocked at the door to

BWohaven't L ens seck
heard of any' simi- was turned and the
lar robbery. omployec thought it

was another employee.
Whon the employee
opened the door, tho
* man grabbed him from
bohind, put a gloved

Sgt Tim Swanson
armington Hills police

.hand over his mouth and forced him to l{e faco down

plnnth: devices used to bind han

;on the floor,
Tho robber and a sccond man then put “flex culfs,”
ds, on the victim.'
e second man had put aomcthing ngainst the vie-
im's back, which he believed wan & gun, according to

-polica repo

ports.
The robbers took $4 287 in cash and threw a leather

Jackét over the victim’a face.

he victim was able to get out of the cuffs and eall
polico.
He described one of the men as black, 6-foot-10, 150

‘pounds, between 18-22 years old, weuﬂng a red scarf

and dark coat. Tho other was 5-foot-10, 185 pounda
and wore a blue ski mnsk and black g]uvcn.
.The victim did not got a good Jook at either man,

pclico said.

Swanson eaid police often use the *flex cuffs” as a

backup for regular cuffs and the devices are uned by
‘alectricians to bundle wires.

The theater has two stairways leading to tho projec-
tion room by the office, Swanson said, And thero is a

.combination lock that was cpencd to the hallway lead:
:ing to tho office,

bination,”

“Soveral people would know tho

Without batting an eye

visit, see Page A4,

is rejected.

BY LARRY O’CONNOR - g
BTAYY WRITER —Voto Totals
Farmington Public | 8 82110 mition bond - -*
School officials are plot-" | yes L azer |,
ting what to do next No TS MA8 |

after voters said “no”
Tuosday to a $110 mil-
lion bond issuc but “yes"
to a millage renewal. MR
‘The bond proposal’s B

narrow defeat by 195
votes — with a margin of 51.6 percent ugmnat to
48.5 percent in favor.— left school officials’ dlxnp-
polnled but not despondent.

dent Bob

said, “.. . We have n strong base to go back on*

Voters did approve a tax renewa of 1.7503 mills .
on homesteada and 5,91966 mills on non-home-
stend through 2001, The vote margin waa 63 per-
cent to 37 percent,

Some 12 percent — 6,746 of 66,144 registered
votera — cast ballots in the special election,

Money from the sale of $110 million in bonds
would have paid for building renovations and tech-
nologieal improvements,

Officinls saw the $82 million in proposed
upgrades to the district’s 28 buildings an particu:

mm
_Teens accuse
teacher of sex,
s-drugs.offenses.

BY BILL CASPER . |
BTAF? WRITER ~_. .

Twa teonnge brothers teatified Tucsday thoy |
were given marijuana before and after they hnd sex H
"with a 41-year-old Redford Township man, who |
teaches specinl education in Farmington schools, . | 1

Jeffrey A. Downing is charged with six counts of |
firat-dogreo criminal scxual conduct, one count of: |
delivery of manutmn and one count nrmnnufu:tur-
ing or growing marijuana, All are felonics.

‘The older brother, 17, testificd he had sex wn.h
Do\'vning more than 30 times over two years. That

‘rhey'te our flends: Laurie Nelson of the Organization for Bat Conservdtion;
holds Mogli, an Egyptian fruit bat (and he holds onto her) as she educates -
the children at Beechview about some of the myths of bats. For more on the

ded a period when ho was locked up in the
Wayne County Youth Home and later at Camp
Oakland, During that hmu, he wnuld recefve week-
end ppsscs, .
*I thought he was a friend,” the 17-year-old uuk!

S Sce TESTIMONY, _A?.

‘Elegant but simple’ is.

BY GARY WOEDNCIIA.K

Hector Puenta is
talking about his
now’ . Farmington
Hille restaurant,
The Legacy Dinner
Club, when a wait-
ress across the room
distracts the conver-
sation,

She's addressing a large table of *

women at lunch's end, speaking
with a cadence that would almost
make one think she's about to break
into song.

Sure enough, server Kathleen
Walters methodically tolla a story
that leads into a rather fino and
powerful a cnppclln vorsion of “Over
the Rain

Puente sbmgs and smiles, *She
just loves to sing.”

Pergonality. The Legacy has plen-

.ty of it, and much of it ix Puente’s, .
;ho, nlong wlth ﬁ&ncoc Angoln

tion of what anco was a bank into a |

uniquo restaurant that is, as he puts
it, "elegant but simple.”

"Thero was nothing mmp!n nbonz
taking a bank and making it a din-
nor club, however. The ronovation

‘of the former Comerica building on

Grand River, between Drake and
Halsted, took well over a year,

It took six weeks just to remove,

the doar of the vault, which was con-
vorted into the kitchen’a walk-in
cooler. (To tho question, did they
leave any monoy behind, Puente

laughs genuinely and ssoys, *1.

checked and doublo-checked.”)

What once was the drive-through
window area is now a patio. The bar
is where toller windows once stood.

.But if it's unique for a bank to

— Yy VLT

"Singing servlce. The Legacy Dinner Club waitress Kathleen -,

Walters of Detroit alternates between show tunes, opera and
an occasional "Happy Birthday” in Italian. Above, she sings*
for Dorothy Gillette of Southfield, who was joined by her .
husband, Lou, and their Farmington Hills friends Jane
McNamnm and her husband, Al Horner.

Colebrating her 102nd

102nd birthday Friday.

Frances Rabat, a Marlan Oakland West resi-
dent for tha last 16 yenrs, will celobrate her

' FARMINGTON FOCUS -

around the country in the FIRST national cnm- l
neoring competition at Wllhum Raincy Hnrpcr -
Collegs near Chicago, March 6-!

Eight faulty members and 27 TRW enmnech -/
worked with the 22 Harrison studenta for sjx;

Farmington Hilla Mayor Aldo Vngnnzzi made
the announcoment at Monday’s council mecting
and will present her with a proclamation at 8
dinner on her birthday.

A Lukuae, Yuuwlnvm native, nnd tho

of eight chi Rabat d to

!Swanson sald, ndding thet hogn't narrowed the num-
* ber of pursibly suspeets nlgnif cantly.

“Wa huven't heard of any similar rubbery. hc :md
“Right now, we don't have'n lot to go o
Anyone with informuuu should call 473 9060; d
N 3 '

the United Slntal in 1922. She cared for Lazo,

hor huzband of 57 years, when he doveloped

Parkinson'’s discaso, .
The mother of three daughters — Doloros,

Betsy and Beatrice — enjoys family visits with
her six grandchildren and 13 great grandchil-
dren. Over the years, she has enjoyed sewing,
crocheting and roading. She is fluent in Croat-
ian, a8 well as Englmh

Harrlson Robo-Hawks soar

Somo Hurnuon High School atudenta used

i their cngineering talents nm:inat atudonts from

P

weoks, helping them brainstorm, design, huild”
and test their “Champion Robot,”

away as Texas, Arizona, Florida and Puerto-
Rico, the Robo-Hawks \vé{n three of five matches,
in their first day of colmpetition gnd won tm/
phies as the Rookio of ¢ tha Year and Spirit of Lhe
Competition awards.

The tournument featured referces, time clodu
and, yes, cheerleadern,
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Pitted against 38 other robots from as far |, ’




