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There are two
kinds of gang-
ster movies: tho
anes that make
you feel that
you've seen
something you
shouldn't, that
you are a privi-
leged guest in
tho underworld.

Think of Sam
Fuller's
“Underworld
USA,” Martin
Scorsesc’s “Goodfellas™ and
. “Casino,” and, of course,
Francis  Ford Coppola's
“Godfather” saga,

Then there are mainstream
Hollywood's attempts at present.
ing organized erimo, in which
popular stars fuel morality plays
among thicves, It is this category
that “Donnie Brasco” firmly falls
into,

. While the performances by Al
Pacino and Johnny Depp are

. JOHN
MONAGHAN
—_—

‘Donnie Brasco

once believed that I waa truly
rubbing shoulders with wise

guys.

I had the bad luck of sceing it
the samo weck as “The
Godfather” opened its 25th
anniversary reroleaso at the
Main Art Theatre. The story of
Marlon Brando's Mafia family

makos the well-meaning
“Brasco” look like an After
School Specinl

“The Godfather's” brilliance
lics in how it uses every minute
of ita nearly three-hour running
time to examine how the Mafin,
like any family business, relies
on a successor. Physically, the
new print restores the brown-
tinged cinematography that has
been 8o overused in moviea
since. .

“Donnio Brasco” is based on
the memoirs of Joe Pistole, an
FBI agent, posing as a jewel
thief, who personally delivered
dozens of mafia convictions in
the 1970s, You see Brasco's first
meeting with Lefty, o loyal loser

’ creates gangsters

played by Al Pacino who worries
that he’s going to be popped
every time he's summoned by
the bosa.

Donnio, in contrast, plays it
cool, speaking only when he has
to whilo participating in every.
thing from truck hijacking to dis.
membering murder victims,
Johnny Dopp, adding another
face to a gallery of oddball movie
characters, is convincing as a
husband and father who tries to
hold his family together through
irregular visits and phone calla
heme.

Of courso the common denomi-
nator in both filma is Al Pacino,
In “The Godfather® he played
the Depp part to a wonderfully
overboiled Brande. Pacino's
Michael was the one we could
relate to because he actually
questioned the morality behind
the workings of his infamous
mafin family.

Pacino acts his heart out in
“Donnie Brasco,” but you get the
sense that, despite his mannered

almost beyond reproach, I never
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quirks and a dramatic finale, he
can play this part in his aleop.

1 knew I was in trouble when I
saw Barry Levinson's name in
the producers’ credits, Like his
owa directing work on *Bugsy,”
this movie is too long and takes
itaelf far too seriously.

Lavinson has handed the reins
over to Mike Newell, out of his
dramatic lengue after lightor
fore such as “Enchanted April”
and “Four Weddings and a

eral,”

One clevor bit from the book,
the nnalysis of the wise guy
phrase “forget about it,” is han-
dled clumsily in a tacked-on
scene batween Brasco and fellow
FBI agonts in a hotel room, He
goes through an entire routine
about how the phrase can mean
everything from “think nothing
of it” to “get lost.”

When 1 eay “forget about it” in
relationship to “Donnie Brasco,”
my moaning is thia: save this
movie for video and apend the
evening  revisiting “The
Godfather” Instend.

John Monaghan welcomes your
calls and commenta. You can lis-
ten to him on Dave Dixon’s Radio
Show AM 1270, 8 p.m. to mid-.
night Saturdays. Tb leave John a
voice mail message, dial (313)
953-2047 on a touch-tone phone,
mailbox 1866.
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COMING ATTRACTIONS

Turbo charged: Blake Foster as Justin realizes

“Turbo: A Power Rangers Movie.”

Scheduled to open Friday. March 28
“TURBO: A POWER RANGERS MOVIE*
(mbued with new Turbo powers and driv-
Ing customdesigned Turbo Zords, the
flve super heroes battio an evil space
pirate to sove a wise and gentle ation -
ond the planet Eorth - from almost cor.
taln destruction. Stars Jason Davlg
Frank, Steve Cardenas,

“THE EXHTH DAY

Bittersweet drama about two very dif-
ferent men on the run - one & harassed
adverlising oxecutive, and the other has
Downs Syndrome. Cast includas Daalel
Auteull, Pasquate Duquenna, Miou-Miou.
“BARSS

Ragstoiches comedy about two young
women from Hoarem wha travel ta
Beverly Hitls In eaarch of Mr. Right,
stass Halle Barry.

“THE SIXTH MAN"

Fantasy odventura about a basketball
player.whase decansed brother's ghost
heips him lend his school to tho NCAA
championship, Stars Morlon Wayans.

Schadulod to open Fridey. Aoritd

"DOURLE TEAM*

They.don't belong to any ormy and they
don‘t play by tho rutes, eno’s o wostd
class counter terrorist, the cther a frep
splrited waapons spocialist, togethor
they're o team to be reckoned with,
Stars Jean-Ctouse Von Dame, Dennis
Rodman and Mickey Rourke.
“INVENTING THE ABBOTTS"

Drama about two famifies that live
undet the shadow of an unresolved
secrel. Stars Uv Tyler, Kathy Boker,

B3 URDANK/TYENTITI! CENTURY o

his dream of joining his idols in

“THE SAINT"

Actlon thriiter based on the classic liter-
ory series obout a debonalr, weaithy pil-
lar of soclety who is sacretly 8 philan-
throple crook. Stws Vat Kilmer,
Ellsabeth Shue,

“THAT OLD FEELING®

Romantic comedy about s divorced cou-
ple who discover at their daughter's
wedding, that the old flame ond argu-
ments stlil burn. Stars Bette Midler,
Dennls Forlna.

Scheduled to open Fridsy, Apii 11
wacowwr
An advonture story ebout a documan-
tosy film crow that streys Into danger-
ous terrilory when they move Into the
habitat of the world's [asgest snake -
tho Anaconda, Stars Jennifer Lopez, Ico
Cube.

Hitchcock’s ‘39 Steps’ wonderful film

BY LEANNE
Starr wnmmm

Late one night while Nipping
television channels, I came
across an old movie. I had come
in midday and I didn't recognizo
the film. I did recognize the
stars, in particular British actor
Robert Donat, Watching the film,
I was really struck Donat's per-
formance. I had forgotten what a
wonderful, charismatic actor he
had been with a beautiful volco
and auperior technical skills. .

During the 1830a and early
1940s, Donat was a critical and
popular succesa more than on
par with his British contompo-
varies Laurence Olivier and
Leslie Howard, Considering him-
solf primarily a stage nctor and
aleo saverely asthmatic - he died

[ ] VIDEO
. -
Chips” but was able to rent
another classic “The 38 Steps.”
Directed by Alfred Hitcheock,
the 1835 thriller was an impor-
tant critical and box office suc-
¢cess for director and actor. It’s
the first what became a proto-
type of latter Hitchcock films,
Donat plays Richard Hannay, a
man wrongly accused a murder
who fleca both the police and the
real killera to get to clear his
name, . .
Before the woman was muy.
dered in his flat, she told
Hannay that she wae trying to
atop some vital secrote from
being takon out of the country,
She vided only minimal clucs

at 53 from related i v ill-
ness — Donat made less than 20
filma in'25 years.

When I went to rent some of
Donat's filme, I unfortunately
found tho selections somewhat
limited although much of his
work is availzble on video, I
couldn't find his Academy Award
winning role in *Qoodbye, Mr.

Y
= & mention of the 39 Stops, a
man sho must sce in Scotland, a
rap with a Scottish town circled
and a warning about a villain
with part of his pinky finger
mianing.

There are no wasted seencs ns
Hannay manages to get on the
train to Scotland just uhead of
the villains only ta havo to take

o Ky

to the back roads to avoid arrest,
Thera Is a wonderful scene at the
cottago where he takes refuge,
with an unhappy couple, the wife
providing nssistance and a fortu.
itous gift. - .

Thore’s a lot of humor in the
film. Hanney makes a nearly.

-fatal error ovar which finger the!

villain is missing and later iy
cscaping from police custodys
finds himself inadvertently bein,
welcomed as the guest sponkea
at o political mecting. | °s

Hannay nlso ends up hand:
cuffed to a woman, who not oncg
but twice has pointed him out to
police when their paths crossed.
The bantering between Donat
and  Madeleine  Carroll,
Hitcheock’s original coo! blonde,
is amusing and romantic.
Despito hie protestations, sha
can't quite believe his preposter-
ous tale, If ha can't convince her
of his innocence, thon he might
as woll tell a fow tall tales to
acaro her and get the upper
hand.

*“The 39 Steps” is a really won-
dorful fiim, showing the director
‘and actora at their peak farma.

3 -



