|

[Ra—— -

—

Check out the Soupons inserted in
todoy’s 3300 of yow homedeivered
¥ €ccentric and s3ve sn average $20 to
| $30 3 week 00 your grocery bill. For home
inery, piease call 8100817876,

‘@he Eccentric

TROY
EDITION

VOLUME 119 NUMBER 86

MONDAY, JANUARY 27, 1897 « TROY, MICHIGAN ® 40 PAGES

SEVENTY-FIVE CENTS
£

Doar Readers,

As previously announced, on Feb. 2 we
will beg(n publishing a Sunday edition that
wlll replace the Monday edition of the The
West Bioomfield-Lakes Eccentric. You can
expect to find the same quallty news and
features you are femillar with the Monday
paper,

The West Bloomfleld-Lakes Eccentric has
continued to win many natlonal and state
awards for journalistic quality, and we are
committed to providing our readers with
high quality service. With our move to Sun-
day delivery we wlll be able to provide you
with even more of the best community
news and Informatlon for your seading plea-
sure.

Slncerelb/// ;g z

Tom Byrd, Publisher

Chinese New Year: Make plans to
celebrate the year of the ox at
local Chinese restaurants./B1

Maln dish miracles: Dietitian
Muriel G. Wagner’s saucy shrimp
dish will win your heart./B1
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House burns,
gasoline spills

BY JANET SUCAMELI
STAFF WRITER

Troy firefighters spent four hours trying to salvage
a one-story ranch home on the corner of Dequindre
and Narthampton Thursday afternoon and apent part
of Wednesdny helping clean up a gasoline spill at
Athens High School.

The house fire, which occurred between Maple and
Big Beaver, caused an estimated $140,000 in property
\oss. There were no victims inside at the time of the
incident, and no injuries resulted from the fire,

“As far as I know, it was a family home and no one
was home at the time,” Fire Lt. Chuck Riesterer said

Fridny. .

4 There is oxtensive W ‘The Inside of the
amage to the strue- ’

ture and the con- home ls g"ﬂo‘_"

tents. “It wasn't like Chuck Riesterer

it burned and the
roof caved in, but it js
unlivable and I think
it would be a fair assessment to say the inside of the
home is gutted,” Riesterer said.

- The cause of the fire is unknown, but he snid snm-
:ples of the remains will be tested. It will be a few
‘weeks before the results roturn, he ndded.

In another incident, the Troy. Fire Department and
two private envi 1 remaved more
than 3,700 gallons of gasoline spilled in a parking lat
at Athena High School Wednesday morning.

«It was on the drivers’ cducation parking lot, and
that area, beeausc of all tha cars we have there, has a
gas tank,” snid schools spokeswoman Hedy Blatt.

The aren is a “distance” nway from the school, Blatt
aaid, and is usually used in the summer for drivers’

—Fire department

education and in the fall and spring for marching

band practice,

*Somehow the nozzle came off the hoso and the gaa
leaked,” she:said. *The Jeak was actually curtailed
_because of tho snow banks,”

She added that the incident was accidental and
‘could have been caused by a strong wind. Blatt said
‘vandalism waa not the cause.

" There waa no threat to the studenta and staff, Fire-
‘fighters arrived around 8:20 n.m. Wednesday after a
‘mnintenance employee noticed the epill when report-
ring for work.

! *j{c immediately turned off the gas pump and nati-
‘fied the fire dopartment,” a releaso from tho fire
‘depariment snid. “The school took action to proteet the
‘students by restricting their access to the site. At no
time wore students in danger.”

Ricsterer said an embankment was dug to prevent
any further spilling from entering storm sewers,

ice hockey team wins approval

W The 24 high school players who'll make the Tro;
School District’s new boys’ varsity hockey team wil
have to pay about $600 each to participate. But their
parents don't seem to mind.

BY JANET SUGAMELI
BTAFF WRITER

1t's official.

Troy Schools will have a combined
high school hockey team for boys
and four freshman soccer teams for
the 1997-98 school year.

The Troy Board of Education lnst
week approved the cost of $29,191
for the hockey team and $25,200 for
four freshman soccer teams, includ-

ing the boys and girls teams at hoth
high schools,

Each of the 24 playera who make
the hockey team will be required to
pay for practice ice timo, which
could be in the arca of $600 per
player. The district will absorb the
costs for hockey equipment, coaches,
game ice time, transportation, game
management and officials.

“I'm really excited they finally

considered this and are giving many
players a chance to play for their
school,” snid Dunny Madden, a
sophomors at Athens High School,

Laat year more than 600 students
seeking & school hockey team signed
a petition at Troy High School,
which was presented to tho board.

Mark Jackson, whose son Ryan
has been playing hockey at the Lin-
dell Ice Arena in Royal Onk, said, “I
think its a character-building sport .
. . and the students love it, It gives
an opportunity for some students o
get into o varsity aport.”

And he doesn’t mind paying for
the practice ice time, “There’s no

.
o107

problem paying,” said Jackson,
“We're used to it and most ather par}
ents have no problem with it cither.™

The team will play at the private
Troy Sports Center, which is undor
construction at the northwest corner
of Big Beaver and Joho R.

Daon Rea, president of the Troy
Hockey Association and a partnes jn
the Troy Sports Ccntuq!hgvclopg
mont, snid Friday that the Troy.
Schools hockey team already has an,
ico time slot reserved. ¢

“Wo're pretty excited to have the
Troy Scheols participate in this kind

Bco HOCKEY, A2

Troy still

BY SUSAN STEINMUELLER
STAFF WRITER

‘Froy Mayor Jeanne Stine paint-
ed o bright picture of a stable,
growing and prosperous city,
expected to do well for years into

the city address on Thursday.

“The overall economy is looking
rosy for us,” she said,

But she also touched upon the
challenges of managing the growth
and prosperity, such as the need to
toke care of infrastructure, cspa-
cially the roads.

*Troy finds itself in the some-
what unique position of having to
denl with the inhgrent challenges
nflg maturing community,” she
said.

36th annual meoting of tho Troy
Chamber of Commerce, held at the
Northficld Hilton, The event also
featured the passing of the gavel
from outgoing chamber board
chairman Craig Lange to 1997

State of the City:
roads need work

the future, in her annual state of

The address was givén at the ™

rosy, but

her underatanding of the city and
80 positive ™

“I thought it was good” snid Dou-
glas Smith, vice president and
chicf administrative officer at
Walsh College in Troy. “I think
everybody in the room was fairly
familiar with Somerset North and
all tho growth, but teo often when
we live and work in Troy, we for-
get all the mundane things like
infrastructure. It was o good
reminder.”

In her speech, Stine reflected on
how last year, the state of the city
address was given by Frank Ger-
stenecker on the eve of his retire-
ment ae city manager, and how he
talked about Troy's growth.

«f beliove ho used as a baois for- .

hia talk. . .that famous phrase, ‘If
you build them, they will come,’ to
explain the healthy financial and
ccanomic vitality of our city. And
certainly, he was right.”

But she aaid that with all the
growth, planning for the future is

chalrman Garry Carley, Standard
Federal Bank’s executive vico
president.

Also introduced were the 1997
board of directors, including vice
chairman Gary Tadian of Tadian
Homes and secrotavy/treasurer
Carol Roncelli of William Beau-
mont Hospital, Troy.

The speech was well received.

“It was wonderful as always,”
snid Stine's stepsister, Pat Singel,
whe attended with her husband

even more imp

She calted roads "one of the most
obvious concerns.”

As an example, she cited that
along with the opening of Somer-
set North last year came an addi-
tional 3,200 employees and hun-
dreds of shoppers.

“We now have approximately
one million cars traversing our
streets each day,” she said.

Stine called it fortunate that
Troy and the Road Commission for

Troy. “She is 8o well-rounded in

Garry, both of Singel P bing of

Seo SPEECH, A3

*Garry Carley,
the new chair-
man of the
Troy Chamber
of Commerce
Board just
before the
annual cham-
ber luncheon.
Stine present-
ed a State of
the City
address. At
left, Stine’s 90-
year-old moth-
er Eleanor
Foster was in
the audience.

BY SHARON DARCGAY
HTAFF WRITER

Avondale school staffers are
rendy to toss confetti in celebra-
tion of fourth and uivunth grade °

iy ) A

ing Avondale's stendy climb to the
top scaring category. The Avon-
dale district includes a northern
section of Troy.

Scores represent the percent-
nge of stud who ined “sat-

Program test scores.

Hero's why:

M At fourth grade, 12.6 percent
more students scored “satisfacto-
ry,” the highest achievement
level, on the reading test this
year. .
® Auburn and Graham elemen-
tary school fourth graders took
giant steps in reading proficiency.
About 20 percent more Auburn
students scored satisfactory on
reading tcsts this year. At
Auburn, slightly more than 26
percont more fourth graders
moved into the top achievement

{oactory scores.

ed clementary achool because it
has maintained high MEAP test
scores for two years.

“We're getting thero,” said Cur-
riculum Dircctor Jim Coe, assesa-

category.

| About 9.5 percent seventh
graders answered more reading
questions correctly, earning satis-

B Deorfiold Elomentary may
becamo the district's first accredit-

isfactory,” “moderate,” or “low™
achievement.
The district made modest gaina

H ‘One thing we did was
to look at students who
weore having difflculty
and to Identify and cre-
ate stratogles.’

Tim McAvoy

Happy days
MEAP scores please Avondale

On math tests, 16.6 fewer Stiles
fourth graders earned satisfactory
gcores this year, The reading
acores went down about 7 percent.

He said the district will know
more nbout the decrease after it
analyzes test scores.

But he has some idea why most
scores improved.

*One thing wo did was to look at
studentas who wero having diffi-
culty and to identify and create
(reading) strategies,” he said,

With help from Ernest Bauer,
an Onkland Intermediato Schools

1 Coo and the Avendal
staff analyzed toat rosults last
year ond duvolopfd teaching

—District spok

in math, with about 2 percent
ing the

to weak stu-

dent skills, - N
Linda Maningo, a sccond grade
tencher at Auburn, said the staff
last year paid close attention to

Kids save
pennies
for peace
garden

By JANET SUGAMELL
BTAFY WRITER

Students in Troy elementary
achool classes aro doing their part to
sponsor peace. :

The children will write whal
peace means to them and during thé¢
snme week they will collect "Pent
nica for Peace,” The money will go
toward the city's planned Peace
Garden, slated to be developed
behind city hall. .

“Most of the schools in Troy arg
working on developing writing skills
so we thought they could integrate
writing about peace,” said Shirley
Schmidt, a special ion teach:

test que ions that had

moro fourth graders
satisfactory category this year.

Satisfactory math acores
dropped by about 1 percent.

Tim McAvoy, the diatrict's com-
munity relations directar, doesn't
know why. Stiles Elcmentary
School's moth and reading scorea
dropped while scorea increased at
other schoals.

In analyzing results, for exam-
dis d that d

or at ‘Troy Union who is organizing
the student participation. “Diana
Waechtor (co-chair of the Peaco

ple, ahe
didn't understand the kind of
vacabulary — phrases like “more
common” or “less likely” —that
appenrs frequently in roading
tests.

Sca AVOND. A2

. 3

Garden) said wa could have one stu-
dent from every clementary schoal
rend their sclection at the opening
ceremony for the Peace Garden.”

“In Febroary some of the schools
are going to cooperate with pennick
for peace,” said Margaret Gaffney,
— e
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