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OU women cagers about more than results’

My name is
Ralph and I'm
an Oakland Uni-
versity women's
basketball fan,

. There, I said

it.

That's an
unusual state to
be in for some-
one who isn't 8
parent or a
friend of one of
the players. Oakland has two
teams, men's and women's, but
most people consider the
women's game to be a sideshow
or an epening act for the men,

That's how it waa 10 yeara ago
when 1 was the sports editor of

RALPH
ECHTINAW

There’s an intereating dynamic
in sports, male or fomale, where-
by an indefatigable will can over-
come superior raw talent. If you
want it more than your oppo-
nent, you can win. Or a8 one
cogont aphorism goes, “All it
takes is all you have.”

1 find it intensely moving and
invigorating when, in any sport,
a competitor wills himaelf or her-

one would expect.

And surprisingly, Bob gets
most of his players from metro
Detroit, often from the Roch
aren. The current team features
three alumni of Rochester
Adams High School; senior
guard Lori Young, junior guard
Jamic Pewinski and sophomore

virtually ne prospect of turning

professional, whoso only realistic

hope of staying in the game is
hing, is awe inspiri

guard Courtney Ruffing.

From my admitts

self to the opp
We're not used to sooing
women in those situations, and
moybe that's why most of us
would rather watch men's
aports. Yet I find that if the com-
petitor's gender is female it
intensifies the experience
because they're not just battling
They’re

the Oakland Us y student
nowspaper, and that's how it ia
today.

People seem to believe that
men playing basketball is as
good ns it gets, and women play-
ing bosketball is like 12-year-old
kids pretending to drive a car.

At Oakland University, the
men's and the women's teams
have both performed excoption-
alty well for 10 years. But the
women's team haa always been a
little bit better.

I'm a contrarian, so I tend to
do what cveryone else isn't
doing. So it was only natural
that I would prefer the women to
the men. Besides, the women
have usually won more gnmes
than the men and won more
games that they were supposed
to lose than the men.

the § 3 "
up against the apathy that most
people feel for their endeavors.

For the last 10 years Oakland
University has been blessed with
two of the best baskatball conch-
es in tho state: Men's conch Greg
Kampo and women's conch Bob
Taylor.

Greg does his job well, but the
fact ia 1 haven't been excited by
the men's team since Brian “Lit-
tlo Zeke™ Gregory and Eric Tay-
lor tore up the court in 1988-89,

With ono exception a couple
years ago, Bob Taylor has put a
talented, tenacious, willful
women's tecam on the court every
year. I don't know if it's the type
of player he recruits or in how he
traing them. Probably both. But
year after year the Oakland
women's team plays better than

Campus clips o uc:

for the fall semester, had one of
her best games of the season at
Seton Hall on Jan. 2, scoring
nine points, dishing out eight
assists, collecting five steals,
grnbl{il\lg three rebounds and

soceer elub reached the champi-
onship match of the National
Collegiate Soccer Associntion’s
tournament and dropped a 2-1
decision to the University of
Texas. Colliver was an Al-Tour-
First Team selection.

t
Ohio Northern University -

freshman Drew Hayes (Birm-
ingham Seaholm) is a member of
the school’a men's basketball
team. The Polar Bears started
the senson with & 6-3 overall
record; Hayes scored scven
points in an B4.45 win over
Wilmington Dec. 23 and six
points against Greensboro (N.C.)

five days later.
‘Western Mlichigan sophomore
center Russ DosErmia

(Rochester) recorded a carcer-
high five blocka in the Broncos’
76-73 win over Eastern Michigan
last Wednesdoy, DesErmia aver-
aged B.1 points and a team-high
seven rebounds per game
through WMU’s opening 14 con-
teats.

Ferris State University sopho-
more Rachel Clanton (Walled
Lake Central) was crowned the
Great Lakes Intercolleginte Ath-
letic Conference champion at No,
2 singles. Clanton, who helped
the Bulldogs carn their 13th con-
secutive GLIAC title this past
senson and extend their confer-
ence dual-match winning streak
to 103, secured her individual
championship with a three-set
victory over Northwood'a Erin
Davis. Clanton and No. 2 dou-
blea partnor Amber Shane also
toak first-place conference hon-
ora, Clanton finished tho season
with & 16-2 singles record and a
16-2 doubles mark at No. 2.

Bucknell (Pa.) University
freshman Blakely Lauria
(Bloomficld Hills Cranbrook
Kingswood) finished her tennis
season with o 7-6 singles record
and a 1-1 doubles mark. Lauria
was the only Bucknell player
named to the 1996 All-Patriot
League women's tennis team in
singles.

Lake Superior State Universi-
ty women'a tennis player Susan
Bogaerts (Troy Athens) com-
pleted her sophomore season by
teoming with Gina Palumbo to
go 1-2 at No, 2 doubles at the
Grent Lakes Intercollegiate Ath-
letic Conference Championships,
... LSSU's Angic Acroe (Walled
Lake Central) finished hor
senior season on the women's
cross country team by competing
at the Michigan Intercolleginte
Championship in Dowagiac,
Mich, She completed the five-
kilometer course in 22:34.

Led by senior midfielder Dave
Coltiver (Southfield Christian),

Freshman gonlkeeper Albert
Geldres {Detroit Country Day),
freshman defender Steve
Huber (Rochester Hills), fresh-
man midfielder Yuri Krym
(Birmingham Groves), senior for-
ward Gronthik Chatterjeo
(Groves), junior midfielder Eric
Fricket (Troy), freshman for-
ward Ajani Burrell (Southfield-
Lathrup), sophomore forward
Alan Zakaria (Bloomfield Hilla
Lahacr) and freshman defender
Mayur Valanju (Troy} were
aleo on the U-M roster.

John Carroll (Ohio) University
junior goalic Grant Mast
(Adams) earned the Co-Defen-
sive MVP award at the Blue
Streaks’ annual men’s soccer
banquet.

DePaul men's soccer midfield-
er Dan Dombiec (Athens} fin-
ished this past senson with four
goals, two nssists and 10 paints.
Dembiec played in all 19 match-
s and started nine,

Kalamazoo College sophomore
midfielder Erin Killian (Seca-
holm) was named to the Division
i1 All-Great Lokes Region Third
Team by the National Soccer
Conches Aasociation of America.
Killian led the women's squad in
seoring with 21 gaals and nine
assiats and ranked second in
scoring in the Michigan Intereol-
legiate Athletic Association with
33 points. ... Knlamazoo College
freshman Robert Hilliard
(Athens) wns an All-MIAA first-
team selection for men's soccer.

Senior Gabe Nguemn (Cran-
brook Kingswood) and sopho-
more Jason Passalacqua
(Troy) were named to the 1996
All-MIAA Men's Soccer Second
Team from Alma College.

Chuck Drapor (Seaholm)
played in 17 games and finished
fourth on the team in scoring in
his first senson with The College
of Wooster’s men’s soccer aquad,

Western Michigan University's
Bridget Norris (Walled Lake
Central) recently capped an out-
standing career o8 a member of
the Broncos’ volleyball team.
Norris had a combined 56 kills,
30 digs, seven aces and hit 327
during WMU’s scason-ending
victories over Bowling Green and
Toledo. The talented senior, who
had 32 kills against Toledo, led
the Broncos this past season in
kills (410), service aces (63) and
dige (317) and finished her
career with over 1,000 kills and
500 digs.

¥ & p ¥
that Young is the gl

edly limited
ive, I sense
ue that holds

To me this is as good as athlet.
ics gets. Young women who get
short-changed on respect as ath-
letes, who weren't good enough
or tall enough to play for a big
school, who have no future as
professional athletes, who take
real classes and study on the bus
at midnight coming home from

It docsn't matter if it's Colleen
Hipp of Grand Valley, or
Heather Bertram of Lake Supe-
rior State, or Shana DeCremer of
Northern, or Ann Iciek of Hills-
dale, or Alyson McChesney of
Qakland, If they fit the afore-
mentioned description and they
play hard, they’re my heroes.

I wouldn't trade my $4 scat at
Ounkland University for a court-
side ticket to sce the Pistons, tho

the state.

The Oakland University Pio” ™"
neer gals play their games ai:”’
6:30 p.m. Thursdays and 1 p.m.
Saturdays. The men’s team ploys.~"
at 7:30 p.m. Thursdays and 3' °
p.m. Saturdays. For schedule:’
information, call 370-3190. '

Ralph R. Echtinaw is @ copy |
editor for the Observer & Eccen-.
tric Newspapers. -

the Pioncer gals together on the
court, much like Deanna Richard
and Kelli Krajniak did before
her. I can sco even in the way
she walks that she’s got what it
takes to take what you've got,
and she knows it. I suspect oppo-
nents are nctually afraid of Lori
Young, not because she's more
talented, but because her desire
is so much greater.

I find this degree of tenacity
admirable at any level of nthletic
endeavor. But to see it.in legiti-
mate college students who have
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an Upper Peninsula road trip.

Wolverines or any other team in

THE @bsewer& FEccentric newsrarers
pmsanesThe Goose's Nest!

Enter to win 4 tickets to the Goose's Nest at
the Rocker's Soccer next home gamel

Check today’s classifieds section

to find out how to enter!
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BRAND NEW STEEL RADIALS!|
FOR

Sate G0t

ANY SIE LISTED!

P155/R-12 P165/80R13
P155/80R-13  P175/80R-13

'DISCOUNT TIRE CO. . .

80O

FOR

Sate !

ANY SIZE LISTED!

P105/60R-13  P19S/75R-14
P185/75R-14  P205/75R-14

& DUNLOP
Driving To THE FUTURE.

GENERALTIRE 6.

PL5/45A 38,
PT5/40R35.

FOR

ANY SIZE LISTEO!

P20575R-15  P225/75R.15
P215/75R-15  P235/75R-15

- NUNROYALE

P2L5/T0R45. :
P235/75R45..n 4499
P205/70R 44 .10 8299

PERFORMANCE
RADIALS

TUAN ON TECHNOLOGY ™

IV YOKOHAMA.

“P205/65RS

P205/70R44.......... 47.99

—— 1
P185/60R44..........45.93
P195/60R45..........48.99
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LINITED EDITION RADIALS
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P205/TR 14 e 5299

P225/70815.v e 70.
P255/70R15.......... 78.99
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the University of Michigan men's HOURS:
MON-FRI

8:00-6

GREAT
USKD TIRES
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Male Since 1939
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ASK ABOUT OUR * Frva Aasiecomen-cantivicate |

Saturday, February 1, 1997
I BARBIZON AGENCY
6230 ORCHARD LAKE RD, - W. BLOOMFIELD
—_— CALL TOLL FREE 1-800-504-0545

by on:_y, . n 4
Call Weekdays uniil 9 p.m. - Friday, Saturday 1S p-m. -~
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