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B’ham looks at non-resident water, sewer rates

1By HELEN NIEMIEC
NTAFF WHITER

The dispute over s $35,000
water bill issued to the Birming-
ham Country Club has prompted
Birmingham officials to take a
xecond look ut non-resident
water and/or sewer customers
which likely will result in higher
lees.

The country club, located
entirely in Bloomfield Township
oh Cranbreok Road at 14 Mile
Road, paid the disputed amount

by the Jan. 17 deadline to avoid
having service shut off. The club
argued that the 18 months of
billing showed a usage “spike”
that couldn't be explained.

“They pnid their bill under
protest and the water is still on,”
snid City Manager Thomas
Markus. Looking over the coun-
try club's water and sewage bills,
Birmingham discovered that the
sewage service provided at the
tennis courts hasn't been billed
ta the country club since the ser-

viee began there in 1986, “It's
not a significant amount,”
Markus said.

Non-resident customers are
billed double the rate that Birm-
ingham residents are charged for
water to more closely reflect the
cost of providing the service,
Markus said. However, sewage
is billed ot the same rate as a
resident — which is what
Markus wants to change, per-
haps to double the rate.

Improvements to the water

nnd sewage system are funded
not only through fees but also
through the property tax. Before
chaoges are mode, City Commis-
sioner Archie Damman 11T said
he wants a financinl breakdown
of the cost of providing the ser-
vice to non-residents.

The city is going to ask to

important as the liobility ond he
would prefer secing the water
and sewer service provided by
the municipality in which cither
the business or house is located.
“We've got an untenable situa-
tion,” Lanzetta said. “We don't
have o policy that gets rid of
them. I don't want to be in the

renegotiate current

delivery system for

The city must give notice before

it can change the rates.
Commissioner Dante Lanzetta

said the money isn't nearly as
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non-residents when we don't
have enforcement pawer.”

The difficulty the city has is
billing customers who are under
the jurisdiction of another
municipality. Normally, on
unpaid water or sewer bill is
placed as o lien against the prop-
erty. Birmingham can’t do that
to the country club, or to the
homes in Troy that it provides
sewer service to, since only the
jurisdiction the property lies in
has that authority,

Currently the city provides
water and sewage service o two
Bloomfield Township propertics,
the country club and a house on
Northlawn. <

In Troy, Birmingham provides”
water ond sewage service to the
former Ford-Holland Tractor ;
Plant und sewnge service to two,
busincsses on East Maple. There,
also is a portion of Troy's resi- -
dential section along Derby that..
drains into Birmingham’s sewers..
though the city isn't sure thot,,
they are being paid for providing,;
that service.

There is one Birmingham resi-;
dence on North Adoms that is
serviced by Bloomfield Town-.
ship. That homeowner pays dou-~,
ble the township rate for water.,
and sewage, the same amount,
that Birmingham charges its
nen-resident customera.

Secrets of a forgotten
file offer bit of mystery
but little information

BY LARRY PALADINO
STAFF WRITER

1t didn't rival the hoopln creat-
ed a few years ago when Geraldo
Rivera oversaw the opening of Al
Capone’s safe on national televi-
sion, but the result was n bit
more rewarding when Franklin
Viliage opened a long-forgotten
file cabinct.

It cost the village $70 to pay a
locksmith to get the thing
opened for the first time in a
couple decades, but when the file
in the basement of the Franklin

[ ] FRANKLIN'

23, 1954 ... and go to February .
1967 of the ones I looked at.” )
Saltzman said the locksmith .
told her she needed to use surgi-...
cal gloves to examine the find, ,,
which she did. “There was an_,
item in there about building a
community building on the site
of the gazebo,” she said, “Of.
course, it didn't pass.” "
The village currently is look. .
ing into building a new facility,

library was opened it r led ...

Well, council member Jo Saltz-
man didn't want to say right off’
ot January's meeting.

The item was at the bottom of
the agendn and, ns she often is
wont to do, she likes to go into
detaila first:

* She gave some background
on why the file was there (it
never was moved when the vil-
Inge hall moved 21 years ago
from the library to the
Broughton House).

o She said the library needed
the apace for other things.

* She deacribed how rusty the
lock was and it probably would
have been tough to open in 1976,

Finally, councilman Dick
Glass could stand it no more.
“What was in it?” he blurted
with impatience and a big smile,

“Oh, you want to know right
away?” Saltzman said.

“Yea,” Glass replied.

“I'd call it powdery mildew,”
she said. “There were 14 binders
of council meeting minutes, but 1
only looked through nine of
them. The minutes start June

with ble interest going,
to a site udjacent to the
Broughton Housc, a stone's:
throw from the gazebo on the vil- |
lage green.

Other items in the minutes,.
too, Saltzman said, show how
councils more than 40 yeors ago
were dealing with the same
issues as those of the current
board.

Councilman Jim Pikulas said
he would have Laidlaw Waste
Systems haul away the file cabi-
net (which is made of coment on
three sides), and the villnge
offices would examine the con-
tents and store the binders.

“Oh, we have plenty of room,”
clerk Kathy Marotta snid face-
tiously.

Marotta anid she thinks she
hins all the same minutes on file
already and so the new discover-,
ies might be duplicates.

When Capone's safe was
opened — to much pre-event
hype during a TV ratings sweeps
period — all that was found
inside was a small glass bottle.

Networking tea Thursday

The Women’s Business Forum
winter networking tea will be
held at 3 p.m. on Thursday, Jan.
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30, at the 220 Restaurant, 220
Merrill in downtown Birming-
ham.,

The Birmingham-Bloomfield
Chamber of Commerce group
meets quarterly to have women
business owners mect one anoth-
¢r and exchange both ideas and
business cards. .

The event is $12 for chamber
members and $16 for non-mem-
bera,

Rescrvatjons, which are:

required, can be made by calling®
the chamber office at 644-1700.
Iving hrom paytheck to

M@
LOANS
by

HOMEOWNERS!

3
Ei
same day approval
orow 11704 Streck lewcr, (40313444Y)
AA SAGE & Financiat CORE,

o ¢'re Looking for
- @ A Miracle And That
iracle is Youl!!

PLEASE DONATE YOUR
MOTORIZED VEHICLE DIRECTLY
TOTHE

SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT DEPAUL

1 -972-
3800 dsseor 9130723100
food dapot:

Job placomant,
's and children's camps.




