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Senses key to reachng

BY JENNIFER PLACINTO
BTAFF WRITER

If you ask someone to recall o
specific ovent, chanees aro they
will remember it in greater
detail if they experionced it
themsclves,

The same concopt applies to
children learning how to read,
write and spell. Instead of just
secing words on a page, students
practicing the “rovised” Orton-
Gillingham method of instruc-
tion usc nll their senses to learn.

Lower clementary students at
Roosevelt Elementary School in
the West Bloomfield Scheol Dis-
trict and Detroit Country Day
Lower School in Bloomfield
Township ere being introduced
to this method through the Insti.
tute for Multi-Sensory Education
based in Birmingham.

At firat, tho lesson seems simi.
lar to most lower clementary
reading instruction, beginning
with a roview of sounds on flash
cards. But the rovised Orton-
Gll]inghum mothed is mere
focused’on phonica and kines-
thetics, compared to tho gencral-
ly used whole-language npproach
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nonsense or not, the students
still pronounced tho construc-
tions, As Abeska recited more
sounds, students held up tongue
depressors labeled with sounds
and pictures of items containing
the sound.

For “red words,” things got a
littlo more intense. Red words
are words that are more difficult
to lenrn since they don't comply
with typical sound constructions.
With papers perched atop bumpy
bunrds, picces of plastic needlo
point boards, the children wrote
the red word “what.”

After writing and zaying the
word, they remuaved their papers
and felt “what” by tracing it with
their fingers. As students spelled
“what” aloud, they tapped their
arm once for each lettor working
from the shoulder down. By the
end of the lesson, students wrote
a sentence using the word
“what.”

“I think the biggest change is
they’re excited and want to have
time to read,” Abeska said,
adding that youngor sn‘:dent‘a

that bi reading
hension with writing and
spelling, according to Roosevelt
reading consultant Julie Abeska.

The problem — not all chil-
dren learn the same way.

with playtime., “They’re hnvmg
fun and they ave learning a lot.”
Rhonda Ledford, whosa daugh-
ter Lauren is 1eurnlng to read
through the Orton-Gillingham
method at Roosevelt is very

rovised Orton-Gillingham
method i8 not just taught to “at
risk” students at Roosovelt, but

is also “used with students in

which traditional mothods
havon't proved to bo very ouc-
ceasful,” Lipson said, The pur-
pose ia to help all children read
on their own by the time they
reach third grade.

*Thare i new reseorch right
now that combining phonics with
cantent ig the way to go in carly
intorvention,” Lipson anid. “It
scoms to suit our needs here at
Roosevelt.” .

Abeska, along with a first.
grade teacher, two special cduca-
tion instructors and a Title 1
coordinator, wero trained by tho
Instituto for Multi-Sensory Edu-
cation. Federal Title I grant
money plus district fundlng paid
for the training. This summer,
all Rooaevelt kindergarten
through second- grade teachers
will be trained so they can bring
tho method to their entiro cluss-
rooms,

“I know that the teachers aro
finding it very succesaful,” Lip-
son said. .

Mike Steklac, 'city manager of
Keogo Harbor, and his wife,
Terosa Steklae, are pleased to
know their 6-year-old daughter
Katy will be able to cnnlmuu
using the revised meothod in hor
studies at Roosevelt Elementary.
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