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- River busincsses in the 1990s,

+ But it took a lot of work by residents, busincss
“people and the city to rovitalize an aren that was
‘never part of the development cxplosion in other
:parta of the city.

;" “Wo had no debt gervice and some of our resi-
sdents already had city water,” aays Massic Kurzo-
:‘jn, a 36-yenr resident who said she was concerned

\

about the area being neglected by the city, “We
started o petition drive so that wo could be like o
subdivision association and have a voice.”

With the efforts of several residents, including
Kurzeja, Ida Ranesbottom and Peg Harris, the
Olde Town and Meadowbrook Heights subdivi-
sions becamo foenl points for public action to
improve tho aren and protect zoning. Kurzejo, who

atill pushes for zoning
enforcoment, ‘aerved for

more than 10 years on tho
zoning board of appeals.

Progress: slow, sure
And although it has
seemed like an uphill bat-
tle, improvements have
come.
“I started more than 20

township in 1851 with her
husband, George. “Many
people here worked to
improve the arca.”

Tho two-lane road calied
Eight Mile became a major
rond and the rest of the
city developed, but Section
36 was being lelt behind,
Harris said,

yeara ngo to get the area  Lampi said. .
organized,” said Peg Har- But the efforts by the city and residents
ris, who moved to tho began to take hold by 1989, :

ference.

“We wore bound and
determined to make sure
that Olde Town had its
sharo of city resources,” '
Costick said. *You had to
redovelop that arca to
protect and improve prop-

ety

orty.’
Rick Lampi, tha city's
community development
coordinator, said with lit-
tlo now conatruction in
the 1870s and most of the
residentinl and business
construction dating from
the 19408 and 1860s,
blight was becoming n problem.
“The inf}

ucture waa inad -

Busincsses got on board as wél. Aleng
Grand River Avenue, cxisting businessea
like Blakeney's Ranch House restaurant,
Kitchen Wholesalo and Smith Lumber
apent thousands of dollars on renovations,
landscaping, signs and other imprave-
ments. And, new businesscs — Enterpriso
Rent-o-Car, Pep Boya and McDonald’s —
moved in,

i It's home:
i Kay Briggs,
i a former

§ teacker who |
W is active in
historic
d preserva-
tion, stands
near her

{ Oxford,
which bor-

| ders Bots-
ford General

i Hospital.
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‘With city and grant monoy, as woll as in-
kind donations such as the removal of old
power poles by Ameritech, the corridor has
he.;_n"unrichnd — with more improvemonts
to follow.

Forked road: A tree stands in the middle of .
Pearl Street, as much for safety as aesthetics.
The unpaved road harkens back to a time
when most Olde Towne streets were gravel:

“Wo had water,” she
said. “But when they built
the northwest section (of
the township) we were

said,

Keeping up
Car rental site upgrade
sparks kitchen firm’s fixup

B ‘That dealership
looked so bad. But.
Enterprise (Car Rental)
took over that site, We
had thought of moving,
but decided not to.’

BY WILLIAM
COUTANT

D an
Alvey now
chuckles at
how  his
h ome
improve-
- ment busi-

ness on Grand River
" used to be described as o

“race car building.” |

“We cauldn't atand to
lpok at it when we came

i svary morning,” he

said,

. “Alvey and his brother,

Pater, took over the busi-

ness from their father,

who had run the compa-

ny for more than 20

years,
he “race ear® appear-
e, with advertising
painted all over the cin-
der block exterior looked
bx;d.‘ but was hardly an
eycgore compared to
sonie neighboring busi-
neases.

.- Alvey said a vacant car
dedlership across tho
strovt made the loeation
& depressing one, Having
gnrish advertising proba-

didn't acem like such
dd idea.

sBut with the encour-
agefuent of the eity to
improve the exterior, an
the progress mado on
tther sites, tho brathers
decided to dig in as well,

!
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Proud father: The Rev. Jim Wright and his dog, Seamus,
stand in front of “St. Al's” church, which serves 640 familics
‘in the area. “We are proud of the area in which we live,” he

and give the
atore a facelift.

“It (the area)
was definitely
headed in the
wrong dirce-
tion,” heo said.
“That dealer-
ship looked so
bad, But Enter-
prise (Car
Rental) - took
over that site.
Wo had thought of mov-
ing, but decided not to.”

The businessmen uaed
the fortunate circum-
stance to take action,
and the new look of
Kitchen Wholgsale, Ine,
is dramatically difforent.

“The bottom row of
windows were solid pan-
cls,” ho said, “It had once
been n blind pig.”

That and other
unattractive fentures
were changed na the
Grand River corridor was
improved.

“It's unbelievable what
it did for buainenss,” he
soitl, “People would atop
ta come in and take
look.”

Although ho says there
is still a lot of wark to do

on the property, Alvay -

aatd most of tho improve.
ments are cornplete.

“It’s an excellent mar-
kat,” he anid, adding that
Redford, Farmington
Hills, Livonin and other
nearby cities have a lot of

Dan Alv
—owner, Kitchen Wholesale Inc.

taxed for their water.”

It took a long time for
the roads, which wero
either dusty or treated
with cil, to become paved
streets,

“It took awhile, but
progress happened,” said
Harrig, 80.

Former City Manager
Bill Costick said tho frus-
trations of Olde Town resi-
dents weren't lost on him.

“When I first came to
Farmington Hills, rosi-
dents of Olde Town made
it clear that they felt they
had been ignored by the
city,” he said.

Drainage  problems,
water and paving prob-
lems and bad roads weie
part of those frustrations.

“Our hope was that
when you paved the roads,
got rid of the mud and
dust, you'd help define the
front yards and you'd sec
people take an interest in
maintaining their proper-
ty,” Costick said. "
Getting a 'share

Kurzeja and others cred-
it the former city manager
with pushing for Commu-
nity Block Development
Grant money to be used for
rehabilitating housing so
that-it could meet city
codes affordably.

The combination of
grants, city money for
voads and an involved
association made the dif-

ey

houses that are 20 years
old or more.

‘Those homecowners are

most likely ta romodel a
kitchen or bathroom.
And Kitchen Wholesalo's
location is a goed one for
them, .
- “Weo've 'been very
busy,” Alvey paid. “It has
really been worth the
money and offort.”

About $1.1 million in city and grant
monoy haa been spent en the area so far,
‘That has generated at least another $5 million in
private busi; devel and i in
the Grand River busincss district.

The improvements are the kind that will keep
the aren viable, and set a pattern the city can use
as other arcas age,

“We've been building,” Lampi says. *Now it’s
time to maintain.”

Neighborhood welcome

“Wo havo been welcomed to tho neighborhood,”
soya Enterprise vice presidont Mike Kane. “The
city and polico have done very nice things.”

“This is o good location,” he said. “We have the
opportunity to become an anonymous compony in
a light industrial area or part of a neighborhood.
This is what we wanted.” -

The city’s largest employer, Botsford General
Hospital, has also bepn a part of the improved
businesa elimato, adding an entire now wing at its
campus on Grand River near Eight Mile while
buying and refurbishing several buildings in the
city.

Botaford CEO Gerson Cooper said the hospital..
has no plana to move and continuea to work on one
of its biggest headaches, trying to find enough
parking for employees and visitors,

“We've cven offeréd to buy employees breakfast
at Viadimiv's if they will park there and take the
shuttle”hesaid. - - ... ..., .. - . .

Some of the hospital's neighbors have com-
plained about the lighting at the ginnt facility, and
there have been other disagreemonts. But the hos-
pital continuea to be an active participant in the
community and tries to bo a good neighbor, Cooper
soys.

“We've never broken our word,” he said,

While Olde Town is one of the most densely pop-
ulated parts of the city, it no longer requires the
amount ol‘ police and fire resources in comparison
to the rest of the city. .

Fire Station 3, which once housed the township
offices, has gone from being the busiest to being

the least busy. And the police department does not
id e area dil i ly crimo riddon.

“When you consider that it waa once the most
populovs part of the city, you would expect higher
crimo tlere,” said Richard Niemisto, an assistant
polico chief and formor Olde Town resident. “Now
that'thd rest of the city has grown, there is no
moro critae in Olde Town than in other'parts of the, ,
city.”

Spirit of pride

o 18, though, a community spirit, - ,
nther Jim Wright has served es the prieat at
St. Alexander’s Catholic Church on Shiawaasee for
the past 24 years, and wojild not have it any other

way, .

With 640 families in the *St, Al's” parish, Father
Wright said he has plenty to keep him busy.

“Those families are scattered around, not just in
Farmington Hille,” he said, :

But the working class neighborhood that was
once neglected has now become a source of pride
for its residents and the church, ho said.

“Thesa are hard working, good folks,” he eays.
*We ave proud of the area in which we live,” .

Mayor Aldo Vagnozzi sald Olde Town residents
have rallied around the Youth Assistance Program
that has been housed at William Grace School. -

*“You aleo aee that the majority of kids in our
youth program (Decentralized Youth Program at

P!
+ the William Costick Activities Center) are from

East Middle School,” Vagnozzi said. “A lot of those
kids come from Olda Town.”

With improvoments including Olde Town Park
(formerly Waldron Park) and new homo construc.
tion, Father Wright said the area has stabilized
and there is a comfort zone,

“Wo've had folks move in from Detroit who
couldn't afford to move into the ‘upper Hills.™ he
aaid, “The area’s developed nicely now. At one
time, I waa concerned.”

Editor’s note: Sunday, our series will conclude
with a look at what the future holds for Olde Town,
from people who have a stake in that future.

Not sinking:
Dan Alvey,
who with

Pete, runs
Kitchen
Wholesale -
Inc, says
the exterior
improve-
ments to the
business’
home on
Grand
River has
meant more
business.

VRlNE g

METRY e

HLER
ORIAN

DRMICA, U nenRT.
- |

ES
KO
£

o,

Beforo, citer: Once described
the way advertising was painted all over it, photo above,
Kitchen Wholesale on Grand River, which specializes in remod-
eling, now shows « true updated look, ut la:fg. !

as a"race car building” because of -




