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Pride shows
celebrates role

‘Festival of Arts’

armington's pride
F was showing Sun-

dny — and those
who want to a glimpse
of it and gome fine
works of art still have a
chance through this
weekend.

Congratulations are
in order for the Farm-
ington Area Arts Com-
mission for its “Festival
of the Arts,” which
began its week-long cel-
ebration with a big
opening reception Sun-
day at tho William
Costick Center,

Now there wasn't a
huge turnout for the ceremony — the audi-
enco was comprised of mainly award winners,
award givers, officials and members of the 24
arts-related groups that help put on the cight
days of events at the Costick Center, Atten-
dees had to be dedicated, since the starting
time of the recoption clashed directly with
starting time of Game 6 of the Detroit Red
Wings/St. Louis Blues playoff game,

Still, well over a hundred people showed up
to pay tribute to a couple dozen award win-
ners, including local stud bers of the
Farmington Artist Club and two special hon-
orees — Artist-In-Residence Award Winner
Barbara Selinger and Distinguished Service
to the Arts Winner Shelby Newhouse.

Selinger’s role as artist-in-residence will
bring her dance expertise to her hometown
where she will share it with her community;
Newhouse was honored for hia film production
contributions to both art and the community,

Both winners, though, tossed part of the
credit back to the people whose efforts bring
about this annual Festival of the Arts, which
celebrates art, dance, music, drama and much
more at & time when others might attack or
downplay the need for the arts in our lives.

An examplé of how the arts can be attacked |

is right on today’s front page — a criticism of
the North Farmington High performance of
the play “Pippin” recently. The fact that high
school students were allowed to put on such a
suggeative, PG-13 rated performance could be
a big target for complaints in some towns,
Few complaints were made, Credit the achools
for handling this issue well — bnnl'ng purenta
of and showing them th
able part well before it was ever Btngcd oand
putting on the PG-13 Iabel as a warning to
others, It's also worth noting that everyone,
even critics, thought the performance was
nearly professional in its quality,

‘The festival continues this week with dis-
plays of artwork, plus numerous community
and school groups perform throughout the
week. The rest of the schedule includes: Farm-
ington Players — Readers Theater at 7 p.m.
Thursday; Detroit Ballet — “Swan Lake” at 7
p.m, Friday; Michigan Classic Ballet — 1.
“Forbidden,” 2. “Swan Lake.” at 1 p.m. Satur-
day; and the Farmington Community Band &
Chorus — “Around the World in 80 Minutes.”

Kathleen Erngren of the Farmington Artiat
Club referred to the event as a “st of
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No money trees

he dilemma is not with tho people — but

with the Farmington Board of Education
members that can't read or deny what is in
plain print in front of them.

I don't like to knock people down in print
but sometimes — one must try to got tho offi-
cials' attention for taxing purposes,

Philip Power wrote on 4-10-97 what I feel ia
quite an informative article. Not everyone is

arrangements for a public hearing and sotting '
up focus groups to find cut what people in the *
community think. \
Does that include the viewpointa of taxpay- .
ers falsely accused of having “. . .narrow per- ..
sonal and political agendas that (sob) worked
to doprive our children of the best possible
tools to prepare them for the future?” Will - -
people mislabeled as being right-wing, reli- ,
gious f\mdnmonm]ists (bccause thoy wnnt tra-,

college minded when in high school, g g

. up, learning — under peer pressure and pub-

lic scrutiny. Not to mention the pressure from
dear mom and dad. But they do want to grad.
uate high scheol, becauss they know this is
one of the first tools needed to get a job and
for future successes or higher learning.

The board of education wanta to know why .
80 few people vote on achool issues. First off,
the elections aro held when the board feels
they can get the least *no votes” to get taxpay-
ers’ money to spend because they are unfairly

our diverse artistic talents.”
1It’s also a way for-the community to'dis-"."
play the value it puts on celebrating the arts.

Wrong number from Ameritech

hat telephone area code are you in —
this week?

Ameritech, tho Illinois-based phone compa-
ny that used to be called Michigan Bell, has a
customer relations fiasco on its corporate
hands as most of Oakland County prepares to
change from area code 810 to 248.

Two years ago, Ameritech aplit part of the
old 313 area code into 810, One would have
thought that good planning might have fore-
cast the growth in business and avoided a see-
ond change.

A new area code in Oakland County will be
costly to custamers.

Homeowners will have to inform puzzled
out-of-the-area friends about changes,

B Some of the confuslon could
have been avolded If Ameritach
had assigned different or longer
codes for car and cellular phones.
Most of those users program thelr
numbers so that they are punching
only a couple of digits anyway.

with very little allowed public
input as to how, why, whien and where the
public money will be spent. If'each use of
spending was put to the taxpayer, Pm sure
there wouldn't be o many raises given to the
administratora or teachers after ench millage
increase for the board's use of our money from
taxes or the length of contracts or long bond
issues.

There was a time when a contract couldn't
be any longer than the term of office of a per-
son that held it — for oue election.

Now [ have a question. Are theT.V. sta-
tions in question going to have towers in a res-
idential only area? How much pressure does
the media involved put on the school board
members to croas this line to apen new

of hment into our
lled zones?

gan Public Service C
increases for residential bands known as A B,
C Call Plan 50, Call Plan 400, Call Plan
Extended and Call Plan Unlimited. Said
Attorney General Frank Kelley on March 4:

“MPSC should be p:irﬁcnlnr[y skeptical of
Ameritech's proposal to i local

Buxincsscs w:ll hnvo to print new b

+ Miehi

rates in when it is cur-

cards, and
Amenwch won’e holp out with any of those
costs,

Some of the confusion conld huvu been
avoided if Ameritech had assigned different or
lonyer codes for car and cellular phones. Most
of those users program their numbers so that
thay are punching only a couple of digits any-
way.

Much of the problem has resulted from
overselling of telephone “services” for cellular,

‘fax, vehicle and computer calla,
The turbulence began in 1984 when & feder-
‘0l anti-trust suit broke up the old Bell system
‘and resulted in a series of new regional oper-
-ating companics, or Baby Bells, like
Ameritech. Wlulo the cbnngo was supposed to
-stimul ion, it's benefits have not

been apparent.
Meanwhile, Ameritech is before the Michi-

rently reducing local exchange rates in its
other atates. . .

“While Ameritech is g toi
some mmdvmml customer rates by $1.26 per
month in M the has proposed

the followmg rate reductions in its other
states, .,

The attomey general cites fn:c touch-tone
in Obio and Indigns; residential cuts of 65
cents a month and business cuts of 50 centa to
$7.65 in Ohio; residential and business cuts of
41 cents a month in Indiana (*fourth reduction
in two years"); and both residential and busi-
ness cuts in the millions of dollars for Nlinols.

Ameritech’s customer relations finsco scems
to worsen by the day. Business and residential
customers deserve some kind of azsurance —
possibly financinl — that this new arca code is
a well thought out technical change.

Thls wook In history as roported in past
editions of the Famington Observer and the
Farmington Enterprise,

40 YEARS AGO — MAY 2, 1867 (ENTERPRISE)

Paving and widening of Farmington Road
was ready to begin for a stretech from 10
Mile to 12 Mile after Qakland County
ofticlala reported that & contract was
awarded. Plans catled for 22-foot-wide
povement, plus oxtra space fur mnd
shoulders.

2B YEARS AGO — APRIL 28:30, 1972

Stoves, televisions and couches cut into
two pieces — all kinds of junk items wore to
be taken away this weck as Farmingtan
Township began its semi-annual cleanup.
Scout troops and other volunteers wore also
spending a week cleaning up,

2 YEARS AGD — MAY 1, 19358

Nozth Farmington High School students
were being allowed to continue voluntary
community service for another yeor, with
plans to mako it a requirement put on hold.

‘ouR iz "B
in a fundamentally different ivay than our bigger

The sad part of our educational system is
the poor judgment the leaders uso to pressure
our children to come home erying because the
adults won't bend to the board pressure.

The taxpayer knows how much ho can

. afford to pay with their income. Yet it seems

the board wants to get to be a banker and
keep too heavy of a reserve (such as $20 mil-
lion) and cry to themselves —*Wo can’t
improve the buildings” — “We don’t have
encugh money.” It isn't theirs to begin with.
‘We the people want them to use it to repair
and update. Ask for what you need, not your
dream wish for self-gratification for your own
political reasons. We taxpayers don‘t have
money trees.

G Strolozul

ilable for their children) have a prayer of
being listened to? Are the opinions of parents, .
who stopped fighting the system and now pay
extra for private schools, home schooling, or
tutors, suddenly valuable? How aboutthe

letter grades on report cards, higher academic ,

standards, uibling priority at High Meadow, ..

phonlu, genuine gm.ed education, logmul -
areas, and i

possibility that their wants and desires will be,_
heeded? "
‘Why bother going through another cha- o
rade? Administrators pay lip-service tothe ...
iden of diversity and then vilify, sabotage, lic «
about, or ignore anyone who doesn’t goose-  «
step to their predetermined outcomes. It's no :
accident that facilitators, chosen to guide the
decision-making committees, already agree

ers-that-be consistently ignore valid educa-
tional alternatives and concerns.
It's funny. Until taxpayers said, “No!” to

intereated in what the rest of the community *
thought, much less wanted, If administrators™
seriously want to know what voters think, -
whose diverse opinions haven’t been treated .
with respect (much less acted upon) and luten -
to them. e

a Fnrmington Hllh“

Soclal Security alarm
w::ll Lhefve ﬁnnlly done it! The Social

has now a
plished perh act of i ie o

the g

inga history and that of every Amerimn. on '
the Internet. >
All that is necessary to access the informa-
tion by anyone are a fow basic details about
you and ynur mother’s maiden name. That. |

F N

ion is readily ilable to anyone

»Not another schodl charade

armington Public Schools say they really
want to know why voters didn't approve
the $110 million bond issue. They are making

d enough in checking you out.
If thia alarms you, I suggest you call your
local congressman, who happens to be Joe
Knollenberg. His telephone number is 810-
861-1366,
Kenneth Kemp.
Farmington Hillg_
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Journalists and as caring citizens of the communitics where we work.”

— Philip Power :
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parenta who have tried to get safer bus stops, ,, |;
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