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Shnrtly after tnkmg the pulpit at
Cong. Shanrey Zedek in 1959, Rabbi
Irwin Groner began the intorfaith work

* that has tharacterized his rabbinate

and earned him the honor of being a
1997 recipient of the Dove Award.
Thoe coveted award is presonted to two

" religious leaders from the Christion and

socioty in which we
live. The body that
- - identified itsclf-ns
Rev. ronatp  “Heovon's Gate” fa
. BYARs ' but one 1

Jowish { who roflect the
work nf the Southfield-based Ecumeni-

cal Instilite ofanxnh-Chﬂaﬂun Stud-

ies by
the two fnitlh groups. His Eminonce

of
the kinds of reli-
giosity that spring
| up in dry and barren times, Peoplo
who aro spiritually adrift discover

charismatic figure manoges to
awakon them to their yoarning.
Unfortunately, many of the drifting
have no knowlodge or experience
with which they might exercise
judicious discrimination: There is,

“spirituality” — only particular
kinds — and not all spiritualities
are created equal. Writing in the
March 30 "New York Times,” Yale
Professor David Galemter argues
that *When the old relj are

their own inner neediness when a.

fter oll, no such'thing o n goneric |

Adam Ci ! Maida of the Roman
Catholic Archdiocese of Detroit will also
be accepting the award at the fourth
annunl Dove Dinner to bo held at 6 p.m,

- on Monday, May &, at Cong, Shaaroy

Zedek, 27376 Bell Road, Southfield.

“I'm particularly grnu:l'ul to have my
nomo linked with that of Cardinal
Maida, who is a dear friend. Hia ecu-

menical spirit clovates our entire com- |8

munity,” said Groner, a Chicago native
who chose his path in lifo with hapes of
making a specinl contribution to the
rabbinate. “I'm looking forward to the
opportunity to express my gratitude and
my appreciation to Cardinal Maida for
his great moral leadership in our com-
munity and for tho bleulnxs that his

reeling, people cobblo together now
ones. In spintuully ignorant times
like ours, the new onea wnn‘t be
much but

08 upon me. I'm
looking forward to the celebration of the
wonder and achievement of dialogue
which enables us to be enriched by our

peft;’)lo need something™”

(]
ple fact of being new docs not dis-
credit o roligidn. Christinnity was

familiar religious traditions. In
Jerusalom during the first century
of thid era, the religi

truo, of course,. that the -hn- )

new onco, and se wére all tho other |

and to draw. strength from
them. And I'm looking forward to the
Dove Dinner in the hopc that I can help

STARY PUOTO Y DAN DRANY ©

Interfaith symbol; Rabbz Irwin Groner of Cong. Shaarcy Zedek has been building bridges of faith
!hrouglwut his life and he's happy to stand beside His Eminence Adam Cardinal Maida as this

advance the causo of
cooperation so ably advanced by thu
Ecumenical Institute,”

Drawn by the opportunity to work
wuh a leading figure in the American

regarded the little ‘Christian church
cult. Th

matically considered obsolete, At
church, they play “old” music and
‘sing.“old” hymns and read “old*
scriptures, -and maybo éven wear
-peculiar old" ‘costumen — 80, cor-
tainly what they do there’can Kave
nothing tp-do with what's true or
worthy by late 20th tentury lights!
Surely, if there's any enlighten-
ment to be had, it can't possibly-be
in tho cuatody of the church where

School, or the synagogue whero 1
celebrated the high holy days, can

it? -

The' ge of a tradition neither
proves its merit, nor disproves it.
However, :eligiouu traditions with
a history. beneath them hnva at

as a sect,,cnrtnlnly, if not also a:
¢ problem in our generaticn’
may be that whatever is old {sauto- -

my parents took me to Sunday

Groner left his first pulpit

.axperionce in Arkansas to sorve as

Rabbi Morris Adler's assistant at Cong.
Shaarey Zedek. Three years later, the
congregation left its fifth house of wor-
ship in tho city of Detroit to follow the
migration of the Jewish population to
Olil‘];’]ﬂnd unty.

" created in 1962 to suggest a mountain

symbolic of the Biblical encounters
between God and man, is now home to
ono of the foremost Conservativa con-
gregations in the country, Together with
its branch facility-in West Bloomfield,

and year’s, recip

the 136-yoar old congregation boasta
2,000 families.

After Adler's unexpected death,
Groner was made senior rabbi in 1967,
Eloven yoars later, in an expression of
trust and confidence, he waa ¢lected
rabbi of the congregation for life,

*Because I shared in the lives of so
many people, this became our home, our
community, our place,” said Groner,
Sharing his sentiment is Groner’s :vifu.

ients of the Dove Award.

Jewish Community Council and as a
member of the Greater Detroit Inter-
faith Round Table. For 20 years, he
addressed socinl isaues as one of four
Oakland County clerics who wrote
monthly columns for the Observer &
Eccentric Nowspopers. Groner was also
the first member of the clorgy to serve
on the Judicial Tenure Commission of
Mlchlxnn. ending his four-year term as
vice chairman,

of the he has had

Leypsa, and the couple's three chill
Debbie, David and Joel.

But Groner's work was never confined
to' the walla of the synagogue he calls
home, Groner began building interfaith
relationships in the 1860s on the com-

“mitteo of the Bloomfield Hilla-based

over the years, many representatives of

.other faiths have been to our congrega-
_tion and spoken to our congregation,”

anid Leonard Baruch of Southfield,
Shaarey Zedek's executive du‘cn!nr.
“Rabbi Groner representa sincerity and

integrity, and ho's outstanding in terms -
of his speaking ability to make people
understand and comprehend their fmth :
in Judaism.” :

Graner sorves as president of the |
Michigan Board of Rabbis, 2 member of
the Board of the Governors of the Jew- |
ish Federation of Metropolitan Detroit
and on the Rabbinic Cabinet of the
United Jewish Appeal. Groner became
involved in his most recent ecumenieal
endenvor-The Religious Leaders Forum
— at Mnida’s invitation in 1993, when'
the pair, along with Episcopal Bishop R:
Stewart Wood, established the argumzn- J
tion.

brial' Center will r the

‘least.one clear virtue:
of people havo experienced, exam-
ined, sifted, tested, orbraced and
practfcod thom. Judnism, Chris-
ticnity, Islam, Buddhism, and other
religions have been “around the
block® a fow times. Each of thom
has'been questioned, doubted and
‘subjected . to.analysis through the
lenacs: of literally, hundreds of dif-
ferent sociatlal. Their, wonknesscs
have been exposed, and are a mat-
ter of record for thosa who caro to
examine-it. Their strengths have
n'made clear not:only in schol-
arly volumes, but in the lives of
.countless who have lived and died
‘by them. Whatever tho merita of a
new religion; ita liability is that it
bas no track record. Thero is no one
to write a reference, so to speak, for
“Heavon's Gate" or its equivalents,
In an open marketplaco ol‘ religions,

“Let the buyor bowarel”.
T have mora than'a sricaking sus-

hifh

caiist held in

Onkl ﬂ Cuunl; -hnr.cd Holoratet

illion Jetvawwho died in the Holocaust
doli victima of terrorism on May 4
g the: cummumtys annual Holo.

Six-

the Wassaw !:E:a:ta !!m!sing

s remembranc

2] Th:i Montorial Academy ceremony marks the 52nd anniver
sary of the ond of the Helocauwst and the 54£h annlversary of ..-

Battle Creek
Chorus to sing
at St. James

The sccond event of the 1997

u Friends of St. James Music !
¥ " R €.

| series will be a concert sung by

e

Hotropolitan Detroit.

The Memorin) Academy ceremony
: prorka the 520d anniversnry of the end of
?the Holotaust and the B4th anuiversary
f the Warpaw Ghetle Uprising. U.S,
Armed Service Units, ré Téam

Hall in'the Jewish Commun.ty Center of -

Michigan, thi Greater Dotroit Interfoith
Round Table of the National Conference,
the Ecumenicnl Divigion of the Archdio-

cese of DeLroxt, lmd the B'nai Brith, |
‘dent of C.H.A.LM.; Rene Lichtman, Hid*

1 Council.

alfridge Air Force Base under the coin-

.. mnd ‘of Beigg. Gon. Allen Ness, will ‘par-
» ticipate in commemarating the liberotion

i _of the concentration camyis,

The chairmen of the Menorial Com-

pittce are Dr. Joseph Berenhoiz of

armington Hills, Dr. Steven-Grant.of

Yoomfisld Hills, The pregram is spor-
sored by Shaarit. Hnplaytah of Detloit,
“"the: Rewmnant,” the ansoctution of Holo-
- count ourvivors) and the Holocanst
“Memorial Centor,ia cooperation with the
 Jowish Cummumty Center of Metropoli-

- West. Bleomficld nnd Alan Zokelman of -

The 1 mm. “eer emony will feature a pro-
cession f U.S, Armed Service Unita, rep-
resented by Tenm Belfridge Air Farce

+‘Base, whicl: ‘\ohmd liberate the camps.
*Aftet the singing of anthems and wel-
coming addresses given by Harry Praw,
presideat of Shmmt Huplaytah, snd
Abrahan: Weberinan, past. presidont of
Shaarit lluplovtnh o cundlolu.hmw wil
he held.in momory of the six-iaillion
Jews murderced by the Germans and the
victima of the recent torrariat atticks in
Israel! The candles will bo lit by Holo-
caust svrvivors and children uﬂ{olucnuat

1 in Michiyan), Hiddea Cluldrcn of

Wing, Sclfridge Air National Guard
Base; Saul Waldman, president of the
Holacaust Memorial Center; Gustov:
Berenholz, stzizmon of the HMC Exec
tive Committee; Dr, Charles Silow, presi-’

den Children of Michigan; Jerald Knuf-
may, vice president of the Jewish Com~
munity Center; Allen Zemmal, president
of the Jéwish- Community Cauneil; Dr,
Daniol Krichbaum, director of the
Greater Detroit Interfaith Rnuml ’I‘nblu
of the National fi
tive from the Archdiocese nl' Detroit; nnd
Rabbi Cnarles H, Regenzveiy, founder oi
the Holocuuut Memorint Center., -

The anmh Comununity Centor nnd
tho Holoeaust Mesmorial Center, north-
\w.-st of Maple and Drake in’ West Rloom-”

. =] the Battle Creck Girls’ Chorus ot -

4 p.m. Sunday, Moy 4.

Under the direction of newly |
appointed Music Director Brian
Clissold, the chorus is comprised -
of 26 gir]s ranging in age from 10
to 14, It maintains a repertoire
that includes sacred, classicnl
and light “pops.”

The chorus is a young organi-
zation that has been gaining
momentun and recognition since
its founding in 1988. The chorus @
made its firat major tour in May -
1993, where they were awarded
a silver medal for performing
excellence at the Toronto Inter-
national Music Festival,

The concert will be held at St.
James Episcopal Church, 356 W.

picion’ that many who bocome
aware that thoy have spiritual
needs have too quickly jumped to
the conclusion that their best bet ia
-to conatruct a tailor-ada religion
-of their own — or to adopt whatev-
-er may bo new in tho religious mar-
ketplace —- particularly if the now
thing clothes itself in scientific jar-
gon. Having turned their backs on
religious traditions that scom too
clonely aligned with earlior genera-

Maple, in downtown Birming-

ham. The concert and parking

are free to the publie, An ice

- crenm socinl will follow the per-
. o ' -] formance.

‘ taq Dotmm Ahegl Blunmﬁﬁld Hills-bascd ald, are, whcnluhmr nccessible. Call

ommid tyCuunc:l, CH.ALM

el Col. Romatd W ', szo) 5610840,
ommnndcr, 127 I‘xghtwr s

COMMUNITY MESSENGER i

on Lois Gerenraich, Rabbi
David Castiglione and students

day, May 2. The Shabbat ser-

Fain Social Action Award, pre-
vico will include the dedication

sented annually by the Com-

The scventh grade students of

Community Messenger fea- Shir Tikvah's Family Education

-tivns, thoy cverlook treasures to be tures splritual announcements  of “Reach for Hope,” the tem- mission on Socinl Action of Amy Pappas and Tanya Shaye  Program will conclude their
dluovctecl there, To find the troa- frorn Oaklend County religlous  plo's new suicida pmvantion Reform Judaism of the Union of  accepted the award in Wash- Sunday morning session with a-
suros, ong must firat look for them. Institutinns. Write: Ca “The P American Hebrew congrega- ington, D. C. Yom Hashoah or remembrance
Then, ono must nppmntlca oneeell | Messengor, c/o Bellefs & Val- will introduco “Pass on tho tions. The honor is given for service at 11:30 a.m, on May 4,
to the tradition. ues Editor, Observer & Eccen- Love,” the theme song of tho ing the tradition of at the Roeper School dome in

- It's reported that n momber of a | tric Newspapers, 805 E. war ngninutyuuth suicide. “The  Tikkun Olam, or the  Cong, Shir Tikvah of Troy Bloomficld Hilta for all Fami-

synagoguo complained to his rabhi Maple, Bir Mi " perh nps the n|n~ world. Both El was recognized  jnvites the public to join ther 1y Education Program kinder- |
that peoplo couldn’t understand the 48009, Our fax number Is gln moat § for its D ber Coat Drive, 8 ga thoy host a Holocaust Memo-  garten through sixth grado atu-
liturgy — tho order of worehip—1in | (810} 644-1314. group of our i have effort with the rial Service in memory of tho dents and their families. !
tga in the'synagogue. Could ho been performing since the early Boutlificld-based Detroit Jow- six miltion Jows who perished

. pleaso chnnge it? The rabbi.replied TEMPLE BETH EL 18608, when thoy worked the ish News" and the offico of *  {n Europe during World War II, * TEACHER ‘pp“cunon :
"that *Our work is not to adjust the Templo Beth E, 7400 Tele- atreot cornera of Brooklyn. Daug Rees. The Impetus came  The gervice begins at 7:46 p.m.  Templo Shir Shalom, 3999 Wat-
liturgy to suit our sensibilitics, but graph, Bloomficld Township, The group will continuo the fram tho examplo set by Ranya o, May 2, at Northminster - nut Loke, West B]oomﬁnld,

to “diuﬁt our sensibilitios to the will welcomo Eliahu Ben Elis. weckepd ‘s emphasis on hope Kelly, “The Shoe Lady of Den- . Presbyterian Church, 3633 W,  will host its annual Teacher
Titurgy,™ What does that mean? In gar, Isracli Ambassador to the when it takes to the stage for ver, Colorado.” Kelly donated Big Beaver, between Adams Appreciation Shabbat at 8 pm.«

10,000 coats, mnumumble
nhou, aby an
5,000 pountts of flour to md the
Detwlt necdy. Templo mem-

cabaret-style performances ot 8
and 10 p.m. on May 3, in the
temple's Handleman Hall,
Show ticketa aro $15 for adults

pondoring the question, there is the
baginning of an anawer.

on May 2. Tho sermon will be
given by Education Director
Mindy Nathan. All are wel-
came. For information, call

United States, at 7:30 p.m. on
Thursday, May 1. Elissar’s visit
marks the firat appearance by
an Isracli ambaasador at the

and Coolidzo. in Troy. Rene

Li co-chair of the Hid-
den Child/Child Survivors of
Michigan and vice president of

Ronald P, Byurs, Ph.D is pustor

of First Presbyterian Church of temple, and is tho first of threo . and $10 for students, Proceeds  bers helped in bringing the the Holoeaust Edueation Coali-  (810) 737-8700.
Birmingham. To leave o voice muil spcc';nlwcckcnd ovents, benefit tho *Reach For Hopo™ items tothe aren and distribut- o, will give o thuu;;‘h'.-prz (810
mesaage, dial (313) 953-2047, ext. The installation of Congreg prog . ing them in two days to more voking talk on his experiences FOR MORE COMMUNITY
1851, from a Touch-Tone phone. tional Educator Joyco Seglin . By l;l‘ar;}ple Both Elia :I;nn of only l?,n? wdﬁ cgurgi;cx, txpiani;nq and | g4 hidden child in Franco MESSENGER, PLEASE
il bo held at 7:30 p.m. on Fri- arm congregations shelters. Socinl Action chair- a tho Hol t.
W lda pam. on frk nationwide to win tho IrvingJ.  man and coat drive chairwom- uring tho Holocaus SEE PAGE €8
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