celebrating family

Now is the time
to ook family’s
summer vacation

Belicve it or not,
if you haven't
‘booked your family
summer vacation,
now is the time to
doso.

Many families
who frequent the
8amMe SUMMeEr vaca-
tlon spot year after
year make thelr
. reservations for the

next summer while
o “they are vacation-

ing. This virlually guarantees their
accommodations’and gives them an
upcoming vacation to look forward to
all year.

LISA LUCKOW-
HEALY

vacations also mean 13
new friends. Planning a summer get-
away to the same resort or campground
the same week the following summer
means the possibilities of building upon
new fricndships increase. .

It is no secret that the longer you wait
to book, the higher the chances of you
having to pitch a tent in your own back
yard or call your local pizzeria delivery
for the closest thing to room service.

" 1f you are fresh out of ideas on sum-
mertime travel, here are a few sources to
research for thought-starters:

= Local travel agent

« Michigan Travel Informalion Cen- }

ter, (517) 373-0670
¢ Michigan campslte reservations,
(800) 44-PARKS .
¢ Intemet
® Local newspapers
® Cable television travel channel
. » Chamber of commerce (call the
* chamber In the location where you
: anticipate your travels)
[ o Referrals from friends and refatives
% . Practically everyone has a different
dea of his or her ideal summer family
travel destination.
I have. fond memories of spending
;' warm summers at a beautiful Canadlan
resort. Formal sittings in the resort’s din-
ng room, elaborate water ski shows and
sandy beachm are nll stored in my mem-
ory banks, -
One year, my artistic parcents
d d up colorful Indian
for my slster and me made from brown
paper grocery bags.*We had come
unprepared for the resort’s costume
party. Those paper bag costumes took
first prize,
. Thanks to Mom and Dad’s efforts,
“my childhood vacations built a strong

B Planning a summer
getaway to the same
rasort or campground
the same week the fol-
lowing summer means
the possibllities of build-
ing upon new frlendshlps
Increase.

foundation of lasting memories from
which to draw upon te create similar
traditions as a parent for my children.
“Every ycar my family went to our
cottage near West Branch,” said Kim
Jenkins of Canton, “Now my husband,
Jeff, and I take our three children there
every summer. We also like to try differ-
ent seasonal attractions like Sea World.”
“My most memorable family vaca-
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tion was the myp loaded
us into a motor home and drove out
West for six weeks through several
states, including North Dakota, Mon-
tana and Washington,” satd Mark Yearn
of Milford,

“I saw mountaln goats, ate dinners
on my lap and experienced an carth-
quake. The quality time we spent
together was what really made the vaca-
tion. Someday I'd like my children to
have a similar experience.”

Renee Lazoen of Clarkston cherishes
her vacation history lesson out East.

*Traveling up and down the East
Coast through places like Boston gave
me the opponunhy to sce where part of
our country’s history was made,”

- Lazoen said. “It will definitely be a won-
derful summer trip when my daughlcrs .

are old enough to appreciate it.”

Whether frequenting the same destl-
nation or trying something new each
‘year, summer tradlﬁons tum into family

and | ions over
time. Jts not too late to plan your sum-
mer travels now before your choices are

limited.

Usa Luckow-Healy Is a markeling . |,

and public relations consuitont and
the mother of two from West Bloom-
fisld. Her articles frequently appeor
in Meftro Parent magaozine and sever-

B
al business trade publications. To>

lecve her a massage from a fouch-
tona phone, call (313) 953-2047, then
her malibox number, 1903.
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