E2(0F)

The Obsecrver & Eccentric/THURSDAY, MAY 1,1997

| THEATER

MOT’s ‘Marri

BY FRANK PROVENZANO
BTAYF WarrER

Nenrly ot the completion of his
ong-yoar apprenticeship with the
Michigan Opora Theatre, bass
singer Frank Pitts has arrived at
a revelation. “Opera is not just
the ‘Fat Lady’ singing,” said tho
Rochester Hills resident,

That type of light-hearted
undorstatement ia perfectly suit-
ed!for the flowing spectacle of
“The Marringe of Figaro,” conaid-
ered by eritics and nudionces
alike a5 the most entertaining
operatic comedy ever.

MOT’s production of Mozart's
well-known opera, featuring
Pitts and =everal local residenta,
opens this Saturday and runa
through May 17. An additional

performance was added in
resp to the d
strong  public  demand.

Increasing ticket sales along
with MOT's expanded 1997.98
porformance schedulo are sure
signs that Motown is gaining
international reeognition for
another type of music,

Few other operas are as acees-
sible as Mozart's masterpiece,
Novices merely have to appreci-
ate Figaro's familiar aria *Non
piu andrai” ( “Say good-bye now
to pastime and play, lad”), the
finale to Act I, to grasp the
broader dimension of melodrama
put to song.

“The geniua of Mozart is that

Sounds ;. oee:

age o

he plums the depth of
and dolincates characters with
music that's perfectly structured,
yot highly exprossive,” said
David DiChiera, MOT goneral
director. *He summed up. tho
Classical poriod and ushered in
the Romantic period.”
For those who consider oper:

On Stage

What: “Marrlage of Figaro,” an
opera In four acts by Mozart
‘presented by the Michigen
Opera Theatre

Whore: Datrolt Opera Housa,
1526 Broadway, Detrolt

When: May 3.4,7,911, 17; 8.

esoteric and d d oxclusivoly
for the trained ears of multi-lin-
gual aristocrats, think of “The
Marriage of Figare” as *Seinfeld”
in the realm of recitative and
arin - opera for every man. Tho
lasting influence of comedy, as
they say, ia in the sub text, or
what ian't said explicitly. For wit
and characterization with an
evor-twisting slapatick timing,
“The Marriage of Figaro® is an
operatic can't miss.

While “Seinfold” is a show
about, well, nothing in particu-
lar, Mozart's deft transfarmation
of Piorre Boumarchais’ contro-
versial play has the appearance
of a harmless sl ick adven-

p.m. on W Friday,
Saturdays; 2 p.m. on Sundays.

7464, (810) 645-6666.

Seinfeldean logic, is a lot of
“vada, yada, yada” with amarous
choracters eventually finding
hormonal closure.

But moro importantly, there's .

a strong revolutionary aesthotic
running through Mozart's opera.
In the late nm: contury

lays.
Tickets: $20-$75; (313) B74- '

European ari

Ninoetesnth-century German
composer Richard Wogner, whose
opera “The Flying Dutchman”
carries on in & much heavier
Romantic spirit, noted how

- Mozart's opera transcended tho
. times, “Beaumarchaiy’ play con.

tains cunning and calculating
beotles while in Mozart they are
transflgured into human befngs*

While unflinchingly comedic,
the opern is hardly uncomplieat-

“ ed, said John Paul White, a pro-

fossor of music at Oakland
University and professional
opora singor. “The atyle of
‘Figaro,’ which i basieally talk.
ing on pitch {8 modern musical
theatre,” ha said. “And until
then, it waa unusual for an opera
to focua on vary common people,®

“The Marriage of Figaro" also

Europo, thore was a g
undercurrent of class resent.

P! an apportu.
nity for Joe Pokorski of
Roch Hills. In the rolo of

ment bety o 'y an
!':nurgcois‘l?. In the early 17808,

ture about, well, “Yada, yada,
yada..." Of course, some may nsk
questions about meaning and
historical context.

On a superficinl level, “The
Marriage of Figaro” takes place
on the day of Figaro's wedding to
Susanna. Both are servants of
the Count and: Countess
Almaviva. The Count tries cun-
ningly to win Susanna's “favor™
before the marriage. Spin offs
from the main story l};lo, to use

play was banned
because it presented a sorvant,
Figaro, who proves superior - at
least in mattors of the heart — to
his master, Count Almaviva,
Aftor the Vienna Emperor
Joseph I{ waa convinced .t.hut all

were dlacnrdag ﬁ'cm{‘v the play,

Don Curzio, Pokorski faces the
challenge of singing with a stut.
ter na the serious, yet difficult-to.
take-seriously barristor. At 23,
ho is one of tho youngest and
most promising cast membors.
“Thore’s an excitement and
thrill when performing at the
(Opern) Houso like your bady is
be‘lng _torn in half,” said

Mozart’'s - was
allowed to open. That was 1786,

who has app d in
MOT's "L Traviata and “La
‘Bohame Tio days ofter *The

of Figaro® closes in mid

three yeara bafore the Fronch
R Iy d d the ruling .

May,

Pokorski will travel to

Cc )

The Michig

Opera Theatre per-

forms Mozart's famous opera, “The Marriage of
Figaro.” . e

Germany, where he'll sing lead
tenor in the international cast of
“Phantom of the Opera.”
Meanwhile, longtime MOT
performer Frank Buchalter of
Troy, brings an overy man
approach to his role. By day,
Buchalter is the program direc-
tor at WKQI-FM. Beginning on

Saturday, Buchalter, who's per-
formed with MOT since 1978,
will sing in the chorus.

“I tell people, ‘My (mugienl)
interests range from ‘Hootie and
the Blowfish' to Mozart,” he
said, “I'm just happy to bo ono of
the peasants.”

attend our most popular, sellout-
type shows.”

The lawn fixed seating will
allow 1,350 more patrons on the
hill making the total capacity ot
the venue 16,624. By the begin-
ning of the 1998 concert season
concession stands will be built
underneath the new seating
ared,

Other impr 1 d

pop act the BoDe: ]
Nevillo Brothers, comedy act
Capitol Steps, and diva Betty
Buckley set to perform during
the 14th annunl season.”"; -:, -

Rhythm and blues and jazz are
on the dockot at Chene Park
Music Theatre on the Detroit
River waterfront. Patti LaBelle,
Isley Brothers, George Duko,
Bobbi H

for the summer include expand-
ing-the Pine Knob Courtyard,
regurfacing the areas of the main
parking lot, and adding land-
acdping and painting throughout
the-grounds. The venuo will also
switch  to Indopendence
Toyinship's public water supply.

Mary Oleniczak, exccutive
director of the Ann Arbor
Summer Featival, said “somo big-
gor-named stars” are coming to
the’serics which runs from June
21 :to July 13 ot the Power
Center, Burton Memorial Tower,
Lyrfe Carillon, and Blanche
Anderson Maore Hall at the
University of Michigan.

Junior Brown and the Saline
Fiddlers Philharmonic kick off
the.festival Friday, June 21, with
coultry singer Tammy Wynette,

v Will Downing
and Phil Perry are among the
confirmed acts, Chene Park pro-
moter Thom Pride said that the
“Jazz on the Beach” series at
Belle Isle will return this sum-

LML

Package deals

Music fana will get more bang
for their buck this summer as
package tours become mora fro-
quent. The Lilith Fair (Saiah
McLachlan, Paula Cole, The
Cardigans, and Fiona Apple),

e S O O

R.O.AR. Tour (Iggy Pop,
Sponge), Ozzfest (Ozzy
Osbourne, Black Sabbath,

Pantera among others), Fruit of
tho Loom Country Comfort Tour
(Hank Williams Jr. Travis Tritt),
Warped Tour (Mighty Mighty
Bosstones, Social Distortion),

ns, R&B's

.Band) are col
“» HO.R.D.E, Festival organizers

Furthur Festival (Bob Wah.-,
Mickey Hart), and Blues Music
Festival (B.B,

King, Robert Cray .
ied.

Thtirsday, Junie 26.

Radio station festivals are hit-
ting the ‘circuit again thia year.
CIMX-FM (88.7) will have its
:5!9)( Birthday Bgah‘ with Beck,

said that tho featival fe

Soul hing, Slean

Neil Young, Morphine,
Widespread Panic, and Primus is
tentatively’set to hit Pine Knob
gé.mday, July 27-Monday, July

The Big Top Festival -
rumored to include techno
artists Banco de Gafa, BT,
Spring Heel Jack, Fluke,
Faithiess, and Ninja Tunes’ DJ
Food, Coldeut, and Kid Koala ~ s

forming ut the ¢
benefy B

& s

and Dr. Octagon, Wednesday,
May 28, at the Phoenix Plaza
Amphitheatre in Pontiac. Its sig.
ter station CIDR-FM (93.9) is
hosting “Riverfest” on Sunday,
June 29, at the Phoenix Plaza,
M_urphine. Odds, Patty Griffin,

" (86.37s “PlasictFost ‘97" will bo'

releaged within tho next coupla -
of weeks, according to Mark
Wuggazer, the station’s market-
ing director.

“What we're working on'ia
oven bigger and better than last
year and that'a not just hype.
We're looking at securing a real-
ly major league superstar head.
liner and that ain’t no joke,* he

said. N
5 WWWW-FM's  Budwaiser
Hoedown i .

William Topley, Th Davis,

Whiskeytown, and Stowart
Francke are among thoso per-
oncert which

also tentatively scheduled to
come to Datroit this summer.
Other techno packages ore in the
works,

Details on the Lollapalooza
Festiyal were not available at
press time but are expected to bo
announced soon.

Country concert promoter
Nathan Vestal of Rochester's
Southern Exposure public rela.
tions and promotions firm has
Collin Raye, Crystal Bernard,
and selected country

muslc by

i th and Big
Sisters of Motro Detroit, *
Details sbout WHYT-FM

8 i
to Hart Plaza in Detroit Friday,
May 168-Sunday, May 18,

Hegdlifers include Buvding’

Daylight ‘and Dinmond Riv‘bn”-

Friday, May 16; Buffalo Club,
Mark Wills, David Lee ‘Murphy,

Mark Chestnutt, Holly Dunn
and Patty Loveless on Saturday,
May '17; and David‘Kersh, Jeff
Woad, Kevin Sharp, and John
Berry on Sunday, May 18, The
free festival starts at:noon cvery
day. ' . .
“It's a much botter value over-
all,” Corey explained about
multi-nct shows. “It’s a longer
show, There's moroacts. We
haven't scon some of the package
tours that were out last year like
Lollapalooza, House 'of Blies
shows that were very popular
last year. If you add those to the
mixG wo're-assuming. thut wetes-
golng to get some portion’af:
those ~ it really makes for very
strong scason.® .

Benefit spotlights music for the heart

BY LD, 0
A ANN CHOMIN

FAR Conservatory'  of
Therapeutic and Porforming Arts
in Birmingham will present

ionally.l pianist David

bands” 1; €
porform at the Phoenix Plaza
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©An “official” lapel pin
©A coupon good for 20% off
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Syme in a concert to benafit per-
6ons with disabilities 7:30 p.m.,
_’\Yudneudgy, May 7 at The

Become an Official Member of the Woodward Dream Cruise™!
$30.00 annugl mgmberLship_ includes: .

ard good for 10 minutes

portion of
irt {not sold separately}

official 1997 wDC~

OThe “afficial” Dream Cruise newsletter
merchandise up 10 a retafl value of $250 on

dg
the grocee?fs returning to WOC™, Inc.
An “official”

pdward Dream Crulse, inc., P.O. Box
handling in the continental U.S.)

dash plaque

House - in
Birmingham, .

Ticketa are $25 per person and
includes Afterglow. For ticketa
and more information call (810)
646-3347. -

Proceeds will benefit therapy,
art instruction, athletic training,
and leisure services for children
with specinl needs,

Syme is well known to Detroit
audiences for his appearances

with the Detroit Symphony
Orchestra, and for. classical con-
certa in venues -such as the
* Lincola Center, Kenncdy Center
and major halls in 11 European
countries. A Juflliard trained
pianist, Syme is called “The
Human Jukebox® for his uncan.
ny ability to recall and play.
* thousands of songs on the piano,
Bince"1890, the West Bloomfield

resident has become known to-

milliina’ of radio listeners
through his live, call-in request
shows. He has played favorite
songs on radio atations from.
coast to coast, including WJR in
Detroit, This'is the second timo
Syme will give a performance to
‘benefit FAR Caonservatory.

“Last year's performance wis

great for children and adults”
s8id - Connie Lott,
Conservatory executive director.
“David and his band do a wide
repertoire of songs that are pop-
ular with everyone.”

FAR Conservatory opencd in
June 1974 with classes in
drama, music, dance, and ice
skating. FAR continues {o pro-
Yvide innovative services to its
clionts, and -has oxpanded its

“challenge to serve all éhildren,
adolescents and adulta with spe-
:cial needs. Students have
raage of disabilities that include
montally and'.-emotionally
impaired, closed head injured,
sutistic,;.loarning disabled,
-speech impaired, deaf, blind, and

physieally impaifed L.
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