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“Volcano’

Who enys
movies aren't
educational?

At onc point
in the $100 mil-
lion *Volcane,” a
flaming lava
ball ahoots from
the top of the
burbling inferno
and heads for a
passel of
byatandera.
*Don’t move,”
warns our hero,
a dead-serious ssiamologiat,
“until you know where it's going
toland”

The relative trajectory of lava
balls isn't the only thing I
learned from the movie. I also
discovered that, despite their
b less bog of 8
erated tricks, Hollywood disaster
pictures have ndvnnccld lm.lg

TICKETS

oflava.

The movle includes close
encountors with the lava in
storm draine end subway tun-
nels and though you have the
ubiquitoua ehot of the guy run-
ning with his clothes on firo, the
culunlt‘ios aro far leas than o

acters and storics aren't what we
g0 to these movica for. Rumbling
explosions, deadly lava, general
mayhem - this is whore
"Voleano” roally delivers,

The action atarts at the La
Brea Tar Pits, where volcanic
activity had made it one of Los
Angoles’ major attractions. A
moderate carthquake coupled
with rising water temperatures
in the bubbling pools have at
least ono scientist (Anno Heche)
concerned about the ¢ity’s future.

Tommy Lee Jones plays the
head of Loa Angeles Emorgency
M, He's und g
ably skeptical until his
commute past the tar pits
includea exploding manhole cov.
crs, n skyful of gray ash and
thn'ae deadly, unpredictable lava
ball

m.

City workers and velunteors
race the clock to set up barri-
cades to divert the menace from
nearby neighborhoods.

Jones now enjoys the same
movie status as Gene Hackman,
He’s good in whatover he's in,
ond ho doea hold together tha
dopiest el of the story. We
could probably have done with-
out the romantic interest
between him and Hecho, the
young actress who played
*Dannie Brasca's™ boleaguercd
wife,

The ultimate disaster of
“Volcano® {s the same one that

9.
L.A.-haters, including those
who live thare.'will eapecinlly

since the doys of “E )
and “The Towering Inferno,”
Of course, well-developed char-

enjoy w g Wilshire
Boulevard'a glitzy atorefronts

befalls any movie with a battal-
buried beneath a spreading blob i

ion of Some char-
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is a ”l;iaSt when L.A.

blobbed by '1-avta.

) : LOREY BrnAsTIAN
Drama: Mike Roark (Tommy Lee Jones} and his daugh-
ter, Kelly (Gaby Hoffmann), flee from the deadly
destruction in *Volcaro.”

acters that were important in an
carlier draft make way for somo-
one else's concept.

Such is the fate of the self-cen-
tered entreprenour whose

Boverly Hills high riso plays a
major role {n battling the gusher,
We don't even got tha satisfac-
tion of seeing his pride and joy

becauso ho walks out of tha ple-
ture 10 minutes promaturely.

Inatead we gat "Volcano's™
lamo attempt at scttling L.A’s
much-reported racial tension in
& subplot between a policoman -
and an agitated resident. I want.
ed out when a littlo kid, looking --
for his mother, points to the soot -
on the faces of both black and
white aurvivors, and says,
*They're all the same,”

I liko secing stuff blow up as
much as the noxt guy, but just
onco I'd like to meet someono I .
beliove is actually going through
it all, Director James Cameron
promisca things will be different
whon his “Titanic” sails into the-
ators later this year, but my
guess {8 that special offccts, not
plot points, have been the reason
for all his last-minute tinkering.

John Monaghan welcomes your
calls and comments, To leave
John a voice mail message, dial
{313} 863-2047 on a touch-tone
phone, mailbax 1866.

topple (preferably on him)

COMING ATTRACTIONS

10°0pen Friday, May 2
“WARRIORS OF VIRTUR™
Actlon adventuro centers around o
teenage boy transported to o poraliel
universa whero hs befriends five “kung
fu kangoroo® soldiars.

STERY"
Comedy about 0 world-class pleyboy and
past-time sacret agent who is ciyogenl.
cally sozen In the 1960s, only to be
thawed out In the 2990s. Stars Mike
Myars, Elizabeth Hurley, Mimt Rogers,
Michoe! York.
*EREAKDOWN®
Actlon thrilier about the unknown dan-
ger of a husband and wife's car bresking
down In the middle of nowhere. Stors
Kurt Russell, Kethieen Quinien, 1.T.
Walsh,
ANNA KARENINA®
Exclusively at the Maln Art Theatre, An
all new flm adoptation of Tolstoy's clas.
slc tale, Stars Sophle Marceau,

to open Fridsy, May 9

Multl-media : “Stain: unconsummate acts,” a perfor-
mance by Mark Fox and Anthony Leunsman 11:30
a.m. and 2 p.m. Saturday, May 3 at the Detroit
Institute of Arts, 5200 Woodward Ave., Detroit, com-
bines pupetry, animation, sound art, sculpture and
painting. In “Stain” performers operate in a space

shared with animated film. Performance (for ages 13
%ui older) free with museum admission, (313) 833- -

“CHILOREN OF THE REVOLUTION*
Exclusively at the Maln Art Theatre. A
brack Red comedy sbout communism
and Stalin's love child In Australia. Stors
Jugy Davis.

“FATHER'S DAY* - .
Comedy about 8 woman who cons twa

old Into saseching for her run-  .Stars Bruce Willis, Gary Oldman.

away son by convingIng each of them 3

that he may be the fathor of her child,  Schedulod to open Wednesday, May 14 _

Sters Robln Willlems, Bllly Crystal, Julla  *SPRUMA*

Louis-Dreyfus ond Nostossje Kinskl, Comedy about romanca as two frisnds
declda to sabatage the retationship of a, 3

“THR RIFTH ELEMENT® 51

Story of o cob driver tn a Now York of iyeaick (sprung) Goupls and bow lave

can blossom despl
the future wha becomes an unlikely hero * mwulnlt. Stars nu:fg.ﬂmro

Detrolt Bdison
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“Our House™ i3 sponsored by:
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r Simnart
ome projects,
re’s the

Use it this Saturday morning at
6:30 as Detroit Edison brings you
“Our House"— a half-hour show
full of Ideas for making your home
more energy efficient.

Joln hosts Tom Tynan and Paula
Engel for home Improvement

Ideas, affordable weelend projects,
and simple energy tips to help lower
your energy bills, protect the envi-
ronment, and make your house
more comfortable to live (n.

P
o

Tune into (or tape) “Our House”
6:30 a.m. Saturdays on WDIV-TY,
Channel 4, Now through June 7th,
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Fird Delrolt Edlson on the World Wide Web at htepe//y




