The Obsr.-rvzwr & Eccentric/THURSDAY, MAY. 1, 1997

(ore)ey.

B\’ KEELY W\’GONIK

suumy cuveu and passwnnm .
love scencs ~ you can't judge'a
book by it's cover, and there are
many misconceptions about
romanco novels.

*Romance novels are all about
family values and commitment,”
said Ruth Ryan Langan of
Farmington Hills author of 46
romance novels, and one of the
keynoto speaker at “Tap the
Sourco of Romance,” the sixth
biennial conforence, sponsored
by the Greater Detroit Romance
Writers of America, “They're just
wonderful uwnca about falling in
love.”

*The mnfemnm&nm to 4 p.m,
Saturday, May 3, at tho Livonia
Holiday Inn Cnnfnrenco Conter
¢Six Mile Rond exit at 1-275)
offors n resource for writers of all.
genres, Admission is $60 per per-
aon, call (810) 627-1722, (810)
471 5908 or (810) 469-0589,

Wi

- piled by Romance Wrifers of

Amuncn, romance readers rango
in agoe from 18 to 82, The n\vemgol
is 39 years old. Forty-five por-
cent, of thom are college educat-
ed, nnd 50 percent work outside
tho home, Romance sells - 48,6
percent of all mass market book
sales are romanco novels:

Rending ramance novels start-
ed out as a hobby, and became
Patti Shenberger's career. “The
more I read, the more I learn,”
said Shanberger of Clarkston is
membership chairwoman of the
Greater Dotroit Romance
Writers of America, and a pub-
lished author. *Romance novels
are what [ like to-read, and what
I like to write. People aro so
busy, there’s still romance, but
sometimes it gets shoved to the
back burner”

Shenbergex writes short
romantic storics, two were pub-
lished by “Star,” and a non-fic-
tion article she wrote waa in
Forever”

Accord!ng to statistics cnm-

STREET SOENE

Writors and aspiring authors
from the U.S. and Canada will

meul at the conforence to attend
workshops, have thoelr work cri.
tiqued, and meet with other

‘authors, There will be an‘all day
book fair and book signing by *

Elizaboth Atkins Bowman,
Marian Edwards, Kelly Forjutz,
Elizabeth Manz, Maris Soulo,
and Shelly Thacker.

Anne -Stuart, a published
‘author for ovar 20 ycars, is the
other keynots gpeaker. .

- Also apnnkmg aro edlitor, -

Kaun Taylor. Richmond;
Liternry ‘-Agents Domaria
Rowland and Deborah Hermra;
Reoviewer, Pam™ Cohen; and
Private lnveeugntor, Michael C.
Shipman,

Shelly Thacker of Redford will
be signing copica of her !ntest
book, “His Forbidden Touch.

“We are not h ives,’ " said

‘Marion Edwards of Livonia
author of three romance navels,
started writing r after

Local romance Wmters are passmnate about lﬂve

offers
critiqunn mnrknt informnzhm.

someono gave her ono to read.

“I fell in love with them,” sho
anid, “They’re so uplifting. In
theso books the women always

win; After reading one you fecl,

“Yos! I can conquer the world.”
Romance writers put.a lat of

hoart, and hard work into per- -

rcctmg their craflt, “Therc's still’

an elemont of mexism about

romané¢e novels,” said Langan.
"We're considercd housewives
turned writors, But I work nine
to five seven dnys a woek. The
books have to be well-written
and plotted to be read.”

Forover romantic, romance
writors “love the whole concept
of fnllmg in love,”

‘Thacker. “We are- sorioua profes.
aionals, well-educated, articulate
woman. Romance is moving into
hardcover. Romance is the most
optimistic fiction, it's about love,
commitmont, lasting relation--
nhips. real vnlnca."

novels are pure
entcrzn[nmane " sajd Langan,
“Thoy're for anyone who loves n
quick read. I have so many
ntorlen to write, I'll havo to live
to be n 160 to write them all,
Thy Greater Detroit Romanco

an oppor-

* tunity to network with others in

the industry, and serves as a
support group for writers trying
to launch or maintain n success-
ful carcer in this vory competi-
tivo market.

For more information about
tho organization, send a self-
addressed, stamped onvelope to:

Patti Shnnbnrger, 6018 Mary
Sue, Clarkston, MI 483486, or éall -

{810) 623+ 913;
Also of noter

W Three mu]u-novnl Michigan
authora ~ Nancy Gideon a.k.a.
Dana Ransom and Rosalyn West,
DeAnna Pyle a.k.a. DeAnna
Talcott, and Maris Soule, wlll bo
at a book signing “Romance in
the Afternoon,” 1-8 p.m..Friday,
May 2, at Booka-Connection, |
19043 Middlebelt, (at Seven Milo
Rond across from Livonia. Mall).
'Cl.:ll'(Bl'D) 471-4742 for. moro.

Writers of A 8 non-profit

e

Romance novel: “Falcon
on the Wind” was Shelly *
Thacker's first published -.
romance novel. .

Growing up in
P l  Milwaukee,
‘rhythm  and
blues  singer
* Erie Benet was
pnrqpturnd by
music. .

“I was raisod
in a really musi.
cal, singing
environment, 1
sang in -the
" gospel church
choir. I've been singing for about
as long aa I can remember, I had
always hoped and prayed to
make a career of singing,”
explained Benet, 27,

“It took awhile before I
roached a level where I was
mature enough to know that it
was pasaible and so I could be
brave enough to say, ‘OK. I'm
going to puruse this as my liveli-
hood to suppart myself and my
-~ family”

Benot'd’parenta hed other
aspirations for thoir child; -+ "=

“Coming from & conservative
city and conservative parents,
their design for me would have
been to not drop out of college
and continue the route of gradu.
ating and getting a nine-to-five
job or getting my master's
degree. 1 guess that’s what every
parent wjiahcs for their child, But

1 wasn't feeling that, The music
* waa a little Int too strong to deny

inside of me.”

Bonet mcontly celebrated the
release of his debut selo album

“True to Myaelf” (Warner Bros.)
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Performing Sunday: R&B
singer Eric Benet will per-
form songs off his debut
album “True To Myself”
(Warner Bros.).
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and will sing songs from the
record on Sunday, May 4, when
he opens for Erykah Badu at St.
Andrew's Hall,

- ‘Written and co- prcduced by
Benet with tho team of George
Nash Jr., Demonte Posoy, Roger
Troutman, and Chrlstian
Warren, “True to Mysel{™ opens
with the self-titled track he
describes as an “anthem to my
daughter.” In the slow grooving,
backbeat-laden song, Benet sings
“Some people live their whole
life/And they'll never see/The
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only way to find true hnppl-
ness/Is to thine own self be”

“It's like'a song that I wrote
as if I were to die tomorrow and
I had to give my daughter some
advico and put it in a song,”
Benet explained. “We're all on
our own little journoys. I had to
deal with a lot of growing up in
the last couple years, It's the
way { want to live the rest of life
aftor going through all the
(atufD I had to go through*

In 1882 Benct, his sister
Liaa, and his cousin Nash
released an album on EMI as
the group Benot. Shortly after

.its rolease Benet's girlfriend,
with whom he had s daughter,
India, died in a car accident.
(He and Indin, now 5, recently
appeared in‘a public service
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. for Fox
promolmg soclul nwurcnvu.) The
pain of his
death inspired many of the songn
on *True to Myscli.”

“For me, it's best to write from
pain, That's usunlly whers the
songs como from. That was a
hard song to record let alone to
perform.”

He doesn't pcg,r rm the song
live anymore but not because it
unlcashes a flood of emotion,

“I can’t do it the way I want to
with my seingers and the
arrangements — the way it
should be. To put a long story
short, L can't really afford it right
now,” he sald with a laugh.

The album “Frue to Myself*
varies in style from jazz-tinged
songs (*I'll Be There™) to R&B
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ballads ( “Feminity” “Lot's Stay
Together”) to funk (*Just
Friends” and “Spiritual Thang”),
To add color to the album, Benet
experimented with a B-3 organ,
strings and conga on songa like
“Chains,” which offers a portrait
of life in the real world.
+ “It's about being in situtations
wo all have the power to change
but are afraid to. Things like sox-
unl abuse and drug abuse,” he
was quoted as saying.

Eric Benet opens for Erykah
Badu at 8 p.m. Sunday, Moy 4, at
St, Andrew’s Hall, 1 E,

R&B singer ﬁnds maturity to pu'rsue.a inusmal career

Congress, Detroit. Tickets are $20
in advance for the all-ages show.
For more information, call (313)
861-MELT.
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. Locul alternative mckzn f.hn
Vudu Hippies are hostin,
efit for the FRIENDS A.lllnnco
Netwaork, the only human service |
agency orgnnlud and monaged !
by people with HIV/AIDS,:
Sunday, May 4, at the Magic.
Bag, 22020 \Voodwurd Ave., .
Ferndale. Tickets are $7 in!
advance at Tickotmuster outlets ‘
for the nll-ages show. Doors open : :
at 6 p.m. For more information, «
call (810) 645-8666 or (810) 544- .
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Write Christing Fuoco ot Thc‘

Obserucr & Eccentric,
papers, 36261 Schoolcraft |

Road, Lwnnm, or you can leave )

hera message at (313) 963-2047, !

mailbox No. 2130. *
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