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g.Speak,ers_ clash on campaign spending ‘mmm

BY Tis RICHAGD
BTATP WHITER °

Political campaign costs and
war chosts are skyrocketing,
Although evorybody haa frea
speech, the rich can shout loud-
er,

Thore was wide disagreement
among 13 speakors about how to
“*raform™ ign fi i

ence was clearly liberal, Of 16
bumpor stickers in the parking
lot, all aupported either
D {z0d or famini,

causes,
Q. Does the public want cam-
paign finance reform?
“Campaign finance reform
musat be addressed before other
i‘uufs:,' snid moderator Mark

at

tho League of Women Voters of
Oakland County day-long confor-
ence. The thema seomod to be:
Reform guy — over there!

“Money misshapes the demo-
cratic process,” said U.S. Rep.
Sander Levin, D-Southfield, a
former Democratis stata chair,

“Money is participation and o
right. Donation of money ia a
form of speech,” countored
Howard Simon, executive diroc.
tor of the American Civil Liber.
ties Union in Michigan, citing a
1878 U.S. Supreme Court deci.
sion called Buckley v, Valeo,

Speakers disagreed on
whaether the public cares, spond.

*Thoro is'less and less presa
coverage about who gives,” anid
atate Sen, Bill Bullard Jr., R-
Milford, “There is loss public
interest {n disclosure.”

“Legislatora eay, ‘No one calls
me about campaign finance
roform,™ said Karen Holcomb-
Morrill, exocutive director of
Common Cause,

Raop. Levin said a poll showed
voters }iat campaiga finance as
the No. 2 issue behind balancing
the foderal budget, but 77 por-
cent complain there's toc much
media coverage of it, *It takes a
groundswell,” snid the cight-

should be capped,
:?:‘imld be tax ﬁfndud. contribu-
tions from aliens and non-rosi-
dents should be curbed, and how
laws should be enforced.
The forum drew 176 of the

term
*There s no groundswell,” said
Sen, Alma Whoeler Smith, D.
Salom, a first-term legislator
and former South Lyon achool
board member. *There is a
dswell of disfllusi w

politically it d to an all-
day conferonce April 28 in the
Birmingham Unitarian Church
in Bloomfield Hilla, Dospite
bipartisan sponsorship, the audi.

Speakers agrée
on ‘issue’ ads,
‘soft’ money

.In campaigns

. On one aren, speakers ngreed
. on campaign finance reform —
. the use of “s0ft” money and the
+ lack of regulation of “issue” ads.
¢ Q. What is “soft” money?
i These are direct contributions
' to a pelitical party, rather than a
campaign, by corporations, labor
unions and Indian tribes. Since
they aren't direct contributions
to a campaign, they are unregu.
lated by law, -~ Co
“We have to got rid of soft
money. Soft money has taken
over the process,” said U.S, Rep.
Sander Levin, D-Southfield,
“Levin is right on soft money
and issue advocacy,” said Bob
LaBrant, vice-president of the

Michigan Chamber of Com- .

maerce, |

Q. What are “issuc nds"?

*In theory they are not candi-
;date ads,” said Sen. Carl Lovin,
: D-Mich. A TV commezcial typi-

cally blasts a congressman, but
" stopa short of advocating a vote
for someone olse. Instead, it
,8ays, “Let him know what you
:think about —.” Ispue ads are
‘unregulated. Levin seid they
should be, and shouldn't be run
within 60 daya of an clection,

“This (regulation of soft monoy

and issuo ads) ia where we're
headed in the 1997-98 legislative
aeasion,” said the chambor'a
LaBrant.
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“There ia frustration. People
are choosing note to vote, not to
participate, not to organize,” said
former Rep. Lyn Jondahl, D-
Okemoa, A 1994 gubernatorial

H ‘Lo, the playi
field. . .\Ye noed ﬂngm
not cellings.’

Howard Simon
—ACLU

candidate, Jondahl deplored
media coverage of “what did the
candidatos’ ads say” rather than
“what do candidates stand for?*

Q. Should campaign spending
be capped?

“There are no limits on expen-
diture in Michigan,” sald Anne
Corgan, the Michigan Depart-
ment of State official in chargs of
enforcing campaign finance laws.
“There are 38 substantive sec-
tions, a giant disclosure system.”

“Thore i3 a naive beliel money
is bad,” said the ACLU"s Simon.
But *rich fat cats® bankroll small

parties. “A cap would open
the door for wealthy candidates
to fund their own campaigns,” an
unintended consequence. Incum-
benta in Congreas have a built-in
advantage with news coverage
and the “franking® (free mail)

privilege that aren't subject to.

spending limits, N
Simon said monay, like a flood.
ing river, can't be contained if
people want to spend it.
"I worry more than o little bit
about a (Supreme Court) defini-
tion of money as apeech, that we

have frec speech for those who
can afford it,” said ex-Rop, Jon-
dahl, “Money is power, A fow
poople have a great deal of influ-
ence,” he aaid, citing n New York
newspaper that supports Mayor
Rudolph Guiliani editorially and
with nows covernge,

“Many things will become
worae with term limits,” anid
Holeomb-Merrill of Common
Cause. "Costs will go through
the roof” as Michigan votors
replace more than 60 stats rep-
resentatives who will be forced
to retire after three terms in

1998,

To fellow Sen. Smith's charge
thers is “too much money,”
Bullard said, *I do not agree.
How much ahould there be? How
can you limit what others raise?”

Q. Should election campaigns
be tax funded?

Yes, said ACLU's Simon.
“Lovel the playing field. . . We
need floors, not coilings. We
should talk eeriously about pub-
lic funding, but I know of no bill
in the Legislature or Congress,

It would cost $5 per porson to

fully fund congressional cam-
paigns.”

“My perception,” said Sen.
Bullard, “is that the public does-
n't support public funding, They
say, ‘T don't want my tax dollare
going to those politicians.™

“Discloaure (of contributions)
hasn't worked. We boliove one

solution f{a public funding,” said
Linda Teeter of Michigan Citizon
Action, a former legialative aide
now working for a non-profit,
non-partisan group, Common
Cause's Holeomb-Merrill agreed.

“Public financing is so impor-
tant,” said Son. Smith. “We
apend a tromendous part of the
olectoral cycle raising funds.
Support my Senate Bill 65 for

public funding.” The bill is in |

Bullard’s Government Opera-
tions Committee,

Q. Should non-resident con-
tributors be restricted?

Yes, said U.S, ‘l'ln_p_. ';'oo K{nol-

(6R)A?

contributions, “but they are not
tho main problem.” .
U.S. Sen. Carl Levin, D-Mich,,
said Republicans alse are tainted
by foroign money. Ifo bllatered
House Republicans for solling
“lunch with the committee chair-
man of your choico in the Wash;
ington Hiltan" and “photo oppor-
tunitice with Nowt Gingrich dnd
‘Trent Lott” for $250,000, adding:
*It's aale of public access. It's
wrong. Both parties have g:l:i:lm
it" T

Q. Should enfurcement of tj,l‘l;lltA

lenberg, R-BI p
sponsor of HR 767, “which woutd
" prohibit individuala ineligible to
vote from contributing, That is
do-able.” He.spoke against a
background of congroasional
investigations of Chiness influ-
ence in President Clinton'a
White House. Tho third-term
Republican said his bill would
uire 656 percent of_‘funda to be

. med within a 'a state.

ing campaign finance latos, be
toughened? N

Yeos, snid state Democratic
Party chair Mark Browpr.
“We'vo had very partisan
enforcement by this sccretary of
state (Ropublican Candice
Miller). We filed a complaint
{ogainst the Michigan Chamber
of Commerce) six months ago. It
has not b:un dismiesed, mot
H igated, not at

Knollonberg advocated incre-
mental changes, saying the cur-
rent bipartinan Senate proposal,

“8ix months is prctty-g;)o;i‘;'
ceuntcrcd Bob LaBrant, a atate

McCain-Feingold, is too “over-
whelming.”

“One problem is out-of-state
money,” replied Democrat Lovin.
It should be considered. But it's
not the heart of the problem. It
tilts to one party.” Levin said
thore are abuses with foreign

vice presid aaying

he waited 22 months fréfm

Millor's predecessor, Democtdt
Richard Austin, for answers:”

A final warning from Demo-

cratic chair Brower: “Reform! {s

a propoganda word. You canibe
decoived.” . M

vy
®
CaroleePearl Personalities Event |
This magnificent exhibit spetlights women who made pearls their slgnature style. Caralee has created a ccllection of jewelry inspired by the styles of the Duchess of Windsor, Jacqueline
o8 . ]
Kennedy Onassis, Eva “Evita” Peron and royalty. Shown: Inspired by the “Royals™—an elegant four-strand 8mm adjustable simulated pearl choker, $80.00, and matching clip earrings, $40.09. *

Pearl Personalltias will ba on display May 3 through 11, at our Somerset store, in the Fashion Jewelry department, For more information, call the Carcles qoutique at 810-816-4115.
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