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Group focuses on 8 Mile image

BY NICOLE STAFFORD :
FTAFY WRITER .

In their ongoing cffort ta spur
positive outcomes along Eight
Mile Road, members of the Eight
Miic Boulovard Asnocmtmn
(EMBA) plan to concentrate 'on
outward appearances.

“Therec seems to be o sonsn
among the board that it's timo
we make as much of a visual
impoct as possible,” said
Jonathan Grant of Farmington
Hills, EMBA board chairman. ,

The organization has expend-
ed significant onergy nnd fungd-

ing on @ nt,
crime prevontmn and publlc
awarcncas. The time to tackle
the corridor’s surface probloms

has arrived, said Grant, 8 Farm- ; C

ington Hills city councilman. !
The association, which is com-

prised of husinesa ownors, neigh- ‘

borhood groups, local govern-
ment leaders and represonta-
tives from the Michigan Depart-
ment of Transportation, roflects
an ongoing, collaborative effort
to improve tho Eight Mile arca.

its by-laws to allow board mem-
bers from tho private sector.
oight \{
business leadors have joined tho
board. “We've had oxcellont
response, and some really quali-
fied members of the business
community are on our bonrd and
thoy've takon an active role,”
said Grant. .

For sate:
Auctioneer
Kay Brady
(lefd) details
a coat mod-
eled by
Jonathan
Grant as
Sharlan
Douglas,
EMBA exec-
utive direc-
tor; looks”

N on.

. “Wo've put o
lot of offort into bridging the
public-private partnership . ..
During the coming year, I think
wo'll bo working hurd _at
str honing that rel

Other achiovoments includo
tho “Clean Team” kickoff, the
organization's cleaning cvent for
Iocnl businesaca. Last summer's
sweeps and &

Through inity projects,

amdy of the corrider’s bus stops
woro nleo successes, according to

hip and fund

Repr

and the counties of Oakland,
Wayne and Macomb, the EMBA
lust week held its fourth annual
meeting and a silent auction in
Detroit.

Historically, Eight Mile haa
been viewed as a divisive bound-
ary and an area of high crimo
and economic hard times,

Last year, the EMBA amended

mg. the EMBA socka to remedy
such problema, promoting posi-
tive social, public and economic
development.

Laat year's primary achieve-
ment was formation of a busi-
ness ndvisoery council and the
subsequent strengthening of the
EMBA's relationship with corri-
dor businesses, said Grant.

EMBA director Shar-
lan Douglas,

As a rosult of the atudy, the
EMBA was able to determine
that.only about 46 of the road's
200 bus stops bear designative
signa. This year bus sheltors and
signs will be placed at the loca-
tiona,

Tho roadway's modians will

also receive o makeover, The .

EMBA plans to put about 24 gar-
dons und 18 signe in tho road's
mediana.

- *Our immediato concern is to
got some visible signs (of
improvement) out thore,” sald
Ronald Roclant, one of the
EMBA's now board mombars
and operations manager of
‘Wasto Manngement of Michigan
in Southfield. “I'm glad to have o
voting voice,” ho said as a board
mombor represonting the busi-
ness community,

With approximately 1,800
busincsaes of all sizes along
Eight Mile, it's crucial the board
have o business perapective, said
Chrla Gribbs, o regional manag-
cor for Detroit Edison who also
recontly joined the board.

The effect of bringing in busi-
ness people should bo a spiral
one, added Gribba. “When you
get & nuclous of poople invelved
you start to sec some improve-
menta. As result of thot, other
people, other business people —
and residents ~— will want to got
involved.”

Grant views the dynamic-simi-
larly, but emphasizes the eco-
nomics bohind attracting local
business leaders. “The reality of
the situation is that the dollars
that are going to be required
over the lifo of this program
aren'’t going to be available just

t’mm commumty government ... |

we'ro going to noed their finan-
cinl support to puli this off.”
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sitk swesater -
Mock nack. Importad.

In red, clay, turquoise, black,
white, orange julius or new lime.
Sizes S-XL.
Sportswaar

a

‘34

v-neck. tunic
Cotton knit. Made in the USA.
In a,variety of hot spring colors. N
Sizes S-L, PS-PL. e
Sportswear : -

GIVE YOUR NEW GRADUATE
THE TooLS FOR SUCCESS.

Pick UP & GO CELLULAR" SERVICE
NO CONTRACTS, NO CREDIT APPLICATION,
AND NO MONTHLY BILLS. PARENTS CAN

PREPAY FOR AIRTIME. IN $30 ‘INCREMENTS.
Grads can speak with potential employers at all _t'imes.

‘39

t-shirt
Microfiber. Made in the USA.
. in periwinkle, malan or Kiwl

$30 CASH REBATE WHEN YOU BUY A PAGER.
Grads can stay in contact at all times. '» e

. Pull-on shorts, $48., ‘
o . ! Sizes S-XL. PS-PL.
. Sportswear

ritech
oot YOUR LIRK T0 BETTER
B e s s iyt COMMUNICATION®

Call 1-800-MOBILE-1, or visit our website at ww.alﬁeritech.coanireless.
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