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Dancin’
rules at

‘senior

prom’
eniors outnumbered stu-
dents 150 to 35, but nothing
was golng to stop the older
adulte from having a daneiog

good time.

‘The Adult Senior Prom Wednes-
day at Farmington Hills Harrison
High was n success by all
accounts, The anaual event is co-
aponsored by Farmington Com-
munity Education and the Farm-
ington Hills Senior Adult Divi-
eion Department.

“In the past we've looked to the
atudents to dance with the
seniors,” said Terry Leland, Com,
munity Education supervisor.
*Before I knew it, though, there

,wore senior couplea on the dance
fleor, .

“I think they had a great time.*

Participants were treated to o
Disney musical revue by elemen.
tary school students as well as
hearing swing music of Bennie

man and Glenn Miller per-
formed by the Harrison High jazz
band. A disc jockey spun seminal
dance-floor favorites “The Hokey-

. Pokey” and “The Macarena.*

Many seniors took part in previ-
ous prom efforts. Two grand-
daughters joined their grandfa-
thers at this year’s dance,

“One senior said to me, ‘T think
it's good for the atudents to ace
our capabilities and interests,™

STAFF PHOTOS
BY SHARON LEMIRUX

Dance lesson: Farminﬁton Hills resident Gene Emerson
shows Harrison Hig
a two-step move,
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School junior Lynn Popowiecki

Dancing times:

4 Above, “Uncle”

B Ed Kowalski of
B Standish, |
;;lich., “mt;kkes " L

is way throug

e linedance -
with a smile. At
lef, John Rum-
bell, sophomore
in director
Mark Phillips
Jazz band, plays
“Sentimental
Journey” on his
tromboné.

It's out with the
old, in with the

Farmington area.
Gone from the
restaurant scene
are the Down-
M town Cafe (where
- silverware and
. napkins still ait
on the tables) and The Legacy
Dining Club on Grand River
noar Droke,
New in town is “Vaatika” Indi.
an Cuisine, 39241 Grand River
in Farmington Hills, The owners

Add living space
The Oakland Builders Insti-
S H

‘Restaurants in, out of town

" son, Rabert, in 1988 and Sandra

Laux in 1996,
its office in

tuta and Farmi
ty Education offer a 12-hour
class on Adding Family Living

Space.

Studenta will learn to enhance
a home's value by adding a room
or relgniaheing a buemogl,[ﬂit.h

.

While
Farmington, the newly named
firm, ux, Inc., recently
opened a downtown Detroit
offico in a converted loft at 422
W. Congress, Suita No, 400, The
ﬁrm’;l number is 474-3360 in

F

on
codes, planning, permits, insur-
ance, eatimating materialas and
more. Cost is $85, plus a $10
fee. The lnstructor is a
licensed builder who is experi-
‘enced in home remedeling.
Tcluuau aro 6:30-9:80 p.m.

New health firm
Lanaing-based Health Man-
agement Asociates, 8 health care
research and consulting firm,
has opened an office in Farming-
ton Hills,
1t’s located nt 306800 North-

are Ashu and Parbhat A

of Northville, They will special
ize in fine Indian cuisine with
authontic dishes from Southern
and Northern parts of that coun-
try. The restaurant will open
soon,

Also opaning soon will be The
Pasta Shop, on Farmington Road
right next to the Baskin Robbins
in downtown Farmington.
Owner Roger Ratkowaki will
offer pasta entroes ready in two
minutes, goven days a weok. He
alno oporates a pesta business in
Livonia.

and Tt May,
20-29, at the Formington Com-
munity School. To register, call
(248) 489-3833. .

New office in Detroit

A Farmington architectural
firm has exponded, opening a
sccond office in Dotroit. \

John Allen had oponed his
Grand River storefront in 1954,
Tho firm devaloped with a grow-
ing list of suburban dovel

‘Highway, Suito 210.
Phone number is (248) 639-9701,

Hills native on board

Lynn Amato Madonns, daugh-
ter of Robert and Barbara
Byrum of Farmington Hills, was
elected to the board of diroctors
at Calspan SRL Corp., 2 Wash-
ington, D.C.-based acrospace
company.

Madonna was the founder and

clients and grew with the com-
munity, before adding Allen's

incipal officor of Corparate
Marketing Group in New York
City, whero sha currently livea.

Children sought_ for Bip'olar disorder study

Davis Counseling Center in
Farmington Hills recently
launched the first-over study of
the long-term impact of early
diagnosis and treatment on bipo-
lar disordor in children.

And it's seeking volunteors for
the study.

Bipolar disordor, also known
as manic depression, has not
boen subjocted to longitudinal

‘lm’n

doeficit/byporactive disorder
(ADHD), or were not diagnosed
atell.

*There is somo reason for the
confusion” says Linda C. Speck
M.D, *ADHD and bipolar do
have same overlap of symptoms
but thoy are two separata entf-
tiea, Bipolar disorder is a prob-
of mood, and appoars in
d It also tonda to occur

etudies in this population
hocause, until recontly, it wan
not recognized that children had
the disorder. Rather, these chil.
dron often were dingnozed inac-

curately as having ettention
. v

R

more often in families. Atten-
tlon Deficit/Hyperactivo Disar-
der affocts attontion and concon-
tration, and does not run in fam-
Mes.” v
“Recently, howeveor,” Spock

said, “adults with bipolar disor-
der have beon reporting that
their difficultics began in early
<childhood.”

The question researchers want
answered ia: Would the course
of their mental health been dif-
forent if they had beon diag-
nosed and troated whon thay
were young? R )

Families with a child 1|

Growing pains -

Cities debate funding expanded court, library.

BY WILLIAM COUTANT *
STATY WEITKR

'_Tho 47th District Court in

'armington managea ane of the
busicst case loads in the stato
and could become oven busier.

Thot discussion camo up as
part of the Farmington and
Farmington Hills joint budget
scssion on May 13.

‘The court, library and other
agenclex that are funded jointly
by the two cities gave reports of
the past year's activitiea and
future necds, both budgetary
and otherwise.

The court, which generated
$2,441,345 in reyenue for the
two cities last year, requested
$268,270 in funding from Farm.
ington and $1,786,441 from
Farmington Hills for a total of
$2,084,711.

The court also receives
$82,304 In stato salory standard-
ization monoy and expects to
earn about $15,000 in inveat-
ment income for the 1997-98 fis-
cal year,

But the court, which had
17,081 cases per judge as com-
pared to 12,386 on average
statowide, will likely be in for
somo ges.
“Thore is pending legislation
in Lansing that will affect die-
trict courts,” said court adminis-
trator Dave Walsh, *“The thresh.
old on criminal cases (from mia.
demeanor to felony) could be

. Already the civil jurisdic.
tion is changing from $10,000 to
$25,000."

The legialation would raise the
monetary loss or damage stan.
dard for cases to stay misde-
meanors (in district court) from
$100 to at least $1,000, which
would add tremendously to the
district court case load
statowido,

That, in addition to current
building needs at the court, will

changes likely, And,
Walsh said, with the likely 'addi-
tion of a third judge, who would
join Judges Fred Harris and
Marla Parker on a full-time
baaig, more space is needed..

‘Walsh said the court will sot
oside $5 out of every civil infrac-
tion fine in order to build up a
fund to pay for either a now
building or an expansion/renova-
tion of the current one on 10
Milo cast of Farmington Road.

In addition to the need for a
larger jury room, records storage
and n paw roof, the current facil-
ity has a single hallway that
prisoners, victima, attorneys and
thio public all use togethor. The
eituation does not meot securi
needs, Walsh aaid. ¢
. Improved computor and tech-
nelogy services, butter rocords
managoment and refined finan-
cial procedures are goals for the
coming ycar, Walsh eaid.

He said the fee money gensrat.
ed by the $5-per-infraction set
aside would generate from
$75,000-$100,000 a year that

used city service other than
trash collection.” But it needs:f
grow in size and services, ..’
Thu library has already bought
land next to the branch on 12
Mile, and a millage proposal will
likely be on the ballot in 1998,
Papai said the two library
buildinga aro 26-36 years old,
and need more maintenance
each year. R
Hills Councilman Jon Grant
suggested a joint study session
on how to fund the libraries §n
the future. Grant said tho citiés
could continue to budget tha ¢ur-
rent millage amount, 8144
mills, work toward an jndepen-
dent library board and later ask

* voters to transfor that millago

amount to the library as a sepa-

rate funding agency.’ o .
Farmington Hilla will con-

tribute $2,382,968 and Farming-

would be combined with another ton $243,308 to the library
$167,000 that the stats 4 ively if they approva the
to the court from previous over- library’s budget requeat. i

payments. He asked that the
0 idor the formati

]
-of a building committee to plan

for a new or expanded court
house,
The ils also di d

Papai said that contra
tradition, the demand
library servicos are increasing
despite a booming cconomy. .

The library had 812,000 items
in fon for tho past year,

changes at the Farmington Com-
munity Library,

Farmington City Manager
Frank Lauhoff said the cities
should considor an altornative
way of paying for the libraries.

Tho advent of Proposal A,
which limits property taxes, will
make it tougher to increases city
contributions to the library,

Creation of an

200,000 reforence questions,
42,000 attending programs —
two-thirds of them childron"—
240,000 log-ine to electronic
resources, 22 outreach locations
for senior citizens, 2,466 children
reading 20,900 books in the sum-
mer reading, Internet training
and $172,000 {n grants,

The library was solected by the
Armerd Association 08

library board, directly elected
rather than appoeinted by the
clty councils, could allow the
library to operate independently,

“Let the library deal with any
millage, the same as Farmington
Hilla Public Safety millage or
Farmington's Road millage,”
Lauheff said, *It would help pro-
vide revenue for a first class

library and eliminate that coat

brary o
one of 50 exemplary young adult
programs in the country, Papai
was named president of the
Michigan Library Asaociation
ond was appointed by Gov, John
Engler to the Library Board of
Michigan.

The councila also reviewcd
budgeta for the Farmington Arca
Arts Commission, Farmington
Youth Assistance, the Farming-
ton Area Commission on Aging

from city budgets.”

Farmington C i
Library Director Bev Papai quot- -
ed Mayor Aldo Vagnozzi s
describing the library “the most

and the Farmi; a Coun-
seling Conters.

Public schools work—
see for yourself

crete examples of ex-

ridget Looby-Baumgarten didn't know
much about Saginaw's public schools.
She grew up in the city, but attend-
ed Catholic schools. And now she's send-
ing her two chiidren.to Catholic schools.
Yet she belleved that the 13,000-.
student public school district was failing
chlldren.
“[ expected to see utter chaos, un-
bl d nd h ho

were apathetic,” said Bridget, a public rela-
Holns epeclullsg w)&o (uu‘red the clty’s
spon-

Y a prog
sored by the Saginaw Educatlon
Assoclatjon. "it's easy to think everything
is terrible if you pay attention to the
medla, But It's not {rue. | discovered Just
the opposite.”

Brldget said she saw caring, encr-

" getic teachers, clean buildings, lots of

computers and real learning taking place,

. “You just can’t fake the great
things I saw,” she sald, "You really have to
see it to belleve it.*

But more than two-thirds of
Amerlcans do not get the opportunity to
see for themselves what our public -
schools are doing, mostly because they do
not have school age children. ’

. Thelr Ignorance {s our enemy and

aur opportunity. I

In this era of Intense s:mtlnl of
and attacks on publlc education, Eu lic
school employees have realized that we
must educate more than the children in
our classrooms, We must open the eyes of
the general public to the truth about pub-
lic education.

That means that we must start
touting our own successes,

1t isn't easy for public school em-

loyees to show off. Most would rather
ocus on children than on themselves, But
since educators know better than anyone
what works in education, it is our respon-
sibillty to share the good news.

The Michigan Education
Assoclation (MEA) takes that responsibility
serlously, . R
. This month, the MEA revealed 133

successful partnerships and school pro-
grams in wealthy and poor schoot districts
and fn urban, suburban and rural school dis-
tricts across the state as part of our second
annual Showcasing Public School Success
The MEA has piled 252 con-

diagnosed as ADHD, or with
bipolar disorder, and having a
family membor who also has a
mood disordor should eall (248)

. 553-8650 during businesa hours,

cellence in public ed- J§
ucatlon since the pro-
gram began last
school yvevar. n
'e’re not the

only ones searching  Jullus A Maddox
for and celebrating MEA presidont
public schoo! success, The Michigan
Association of School Boards (MASB) has
recognized nearly 1,000 exemplary pro-
grams in a simllar four-year-old program.
And In February, a group of Republican
lawmakers formed the Republican Alliance
to Identify Solutions in Education (RAISE).

We have proof that public educa-
tion works. We owe it to ourselves and to
our children to pay attention to our suc:
cess stories. -

Public education—and public

’school emr!oyees—will continue to face

mang challenges as we strive to prepare
all children for the demands of the next
century. One of tLhe"surest ways we know

to quer t of Is
to fdentify and bulld upon what Is work-
ing today In public schoo! classrooms :
across the state, ‘

Rep. Jon Jellema, a Republican
from Grand Haven, recognized this as he
announced the formatlon of RAISE.

“Our families are demanding solu-
tlons, and some of those solutions already
exlst,” he sald at & press conference in
February. "There are schools throughout
Michigan that experience success even
when the odds are stacked against them,
We need to talk to those schools and learn
why they work so well.”

The MEA wlll continue to seek, rec-
ognize and reward excellence In public ed-
ucation because we know that nothing

ds like And we
all of our politiclans, raren(s. and busi-
ness aind community leaders to take some
advice from Bridget Looby-Baumgarten.

. “You cannot speak out about pub-
lic education if you do not have all the :
facts,” she sald. “You need to getoutand
educate yourself about what's goingon in -
the public schools. You might Just be :
pleasantly surprised. | sure was.” .

You may obtain a copy of the 1997
MEA Showcasing Public School Success
booklet detailing 133 outstanding public
school programs by cailing the MEA
Communications Department at
1/800/292-1934.

" Jmea Michigan Education Association
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