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Optimist honars: The Farmington
area club honors a Farmington
Hills police officer. /A3

Moving on: A familiar face at the
Farmington Public Safety
Department is retiring. /A2

Legacy left: A new restaurant,
Mexican Garden II, will replace
the now-closed Legacy Dinner
Club on Grand River./A14

9-1-1 asslst: A countywide com-
mittee is studying the need for
revisions, and possibly a rate
hike, to bolster Oakland’s 9-1-1
system. /B9

As life ends: Thke a peek inside
Farmington Hills’ new Hospice
Home, which will be open for
patients next month./B1
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Kids in crisis at
heart of Hills’

‘Fete au Jardm

Bl’ MARY nonmqux

Three local celobritics have made the annual "Le
Fete au Jardin® Garden Party benefit for the St. Vin-
cent and Sarah Fisher Contor.a causo dear to their
hearts.

radio personality Dick Purtan, and -TV Fox 2
nowscaster Rich -Fishor met Jast Wednesday in the
TV2 Southfield studios to mm public service
nnnnunnemenu promoting the June1 gala.

This will be the 10th annual garden purty bcneﬁt-

for the F: Hills center for,children in crisis:

‘armington
Their goal is $200,000; last year, $176,000 was raised.
With fine wLue, food from somo of the best Michigan .’

chefs, and an auction, the proceeds from the Sunday
nﬂemoon ovent represonts 20 percont of the center'’s
$1 million fund-raising budget. .- ..

It all bogan 10 years ago,” said Junnn. chmrmnn o?
tho Garden Party, *The girla from the Sarah Fisher

' .conter would walk past my store on Northwestern
* Highway for exercise. Ono Christmna we hed a’large .

order. I didn’t know who to turn to. I called the
S Fisher home and asked if anyone there would

liko to work for two days mth my wife, Juhatto, and

daughter, Monica,

“Wé began to feel the nmnuans ond the pemnnal

Sheso d gone th th,  We hnd

the idoa to do somothing for the children.” :

Founded in 1929 by ‘an order of Catholic nuns, dm
Daughtera of Charity, i.hn rnwr olrem safe housing
for 60 abused o ild nges 4 to
17, who live in msidnnunl cottagoes on the grounda,
Other programs include foater care, adoption, a transt.
tion program for high-risk infants and their young
parents, and Soton Preschool and Infant Child Care.
Services are provided to mora than 000 fnmmcs annu-,
ally in southeastern Michigan.

“I thought of n little wino tnlung party for maybe
100 poople in *87," Jonna recalled. "I made sombo calls

to my frienda with restouranta. 1 ordored one tent.«.

That first year, wo eadod up with threa tenta,”

Tho first yoar, tho event was hsld at Morcy Center”

in Farmington Hills, Since theo; the gorden party lins
been staged on the spaciaus grounds of the St. Vincent
and Sarah I‘inh-r center on Went 12 Milo Rond at
Inkster.

- “We gut abont 1,500 (patrons) cach year now,” said

bls wines, nnd a completo sct of beanie babies”.
[From a littlo wire tasting, the garden party has

edtorios, live entortalnment hy Rutist Alexander Zon-

ji¢ & Friends and the Trinided Tripoli Stacl Band, tho

Belsticn hoated by Jonna, Purtan and*Fishor, antiquo
t ~Boo PARWY, A12

Merchant of Vino owner Eddie Jcnwn;é WOMC-FM :

:.echool, *

*.years, informed tho

- out of town for g

J nna, *This ycar, we've got some great items for the.
oyetion, including a suito for the Red Wings, incredis |

blbssomed into a major kacinl event with focd from 60 |

process.
BY WILLIAM COUTANT
BTAFF WRITER M

After o dolay to answer questions
about the fairness of its bidding pro-
cesa, tho City of Farmington Hills
took tho plunge for a new citywido

dopartments and cut paperwork. Officinls
refuted claims of nnfmrnen in the biddiug

. 0
computer system | Mcndny
The council voted 6-0, with Coun-

cilman Jorry Ellis nbeunt. 29 award -

a contract for $1.3 million to:Gracon
Services, Inc. of Okomos for installa-
tion of a computer notwork.includ-
ing hardware and software, -

Plans to buy a now cmnpuwr ay6-
tom wero spar!
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"8 Farmington Hills' new $1.3 million conipuler
system aims to slow staff growth, link city -

Worse.
Acalst

t Cxty‘ M Davo Cpll

4
autlit that found the city’s technolo-
gy capabilitien lacking. The system
aims to link the city's various

dopartmonta and databascs, while’

oliminating paperwork and prux-
surea to, add staff,

* The procesa hit a snag “whien two‘

of tho jes that bid

and City Attornoy John Dnnuhuv
roviowed the entiro procuss, And-
council members reviewed doewing
tation of the complicated bidding'
process that included about 350 sep-
arate componums

““This is a very important prv;cct
snid City M Dan Hobbs, pmf'

fully on the project complained at

- the April 28 . council moeting that

the process was *flawed” or even

acing tho council's debate and action
to award tha bid, “It will have a pro-

" Plcaso sco COMPUTERS, ATZ

A vléit irom ‘Wonderland’

Stage pféssnce'Mcrc-);H R

School’s'actor’s workshop per- 3
formance of “Alice in Wonder- ~ ~
land” visited students at Our

Lady of Sorrows Monday. -
Aboue,’Allison Jones, portray- -
ing the “White Queen,” and the
other performers remain in .-
character after the play to ’
interact with audience. Far left,
Jana Strom plays the “Mad’

- Hatter.” Close left, Kristen Legg

- ag “Alice” is confused. Visitors
can see the production at 7 p.m.
Tuesday, May 27, at Mercy B
- High School. C'all 476- 8020 for
ticket mfbrmatwn.
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Retmng prmczpal won’t leave completely

'BY 'TODD WICKS
AYY WRITER <

" This Septemaber will bo tha first fn

‘nearly 45 yunrs that Barbara

Navatis won't be |going back !o

Naovatis, thlo Pprine
Graco Elementary

ipal of lellnm
for tha lost 3%
district office of
her dociaion to rotird two weaka ago,
Binco then, ehe has feceived numer-
ous, calla of support us word has

., spread through aroa schools,

pwaot emotions
“Il have ta go
fow: days (in

“Thore are bitter;
thers,” safd Nuvatis

- don’t: get:that
“should -be

.unsettling for

September) o I

feeling of ‘Oh, 1
at
school)’ It's very

the district,

who'’s

B ‘That heart and that
soul wiil bo miss_ed by

Suvt Bob Maxﬁeld

;on Burbara Novatis’ n:lmznunt

been focuded on
Novatis for a dif-
- ferent ropson: In
late fall 1996,
sho learned that

eancer, and lelt

been in thig lino'
of work for. & number of years
Novatie' roota in Farmington are

deop, Sho grow up attending school

in tho district, and before her time

at William Graco, served as princi-

pal at Wood Creck Elementary for
eight yenra and a wm:her at Forest
Elementary for 16,

“ln rccont .months, nttcntwn llua‘

her job in Decem-
Lex to undl.xgn autge

“*Tra dcing foirly 'well health wme
having a strang recovery, just lonk-
ing forward-to getting back into the
moinstrenm again,” said Novatis,

Speeding that recovery is the love
and support shown Novatis by the
porents, studenta and faculty of the

Farmlngton scheot district. In April,

she Lnd brenst’

more than 133 local people con-:
tributed ond over 100 walked in her’
nomae at the Race for the Cure fund-
raising ovent hold at the Detroit
Zoa, Navatis' supporters nlnzm
raised  over $3,255 for cancar
research, tho h:ghca! total in ﬂm
raco, 2904

“It never would have occurn:d {o
anyone to do otherwise,” said Super-
intendent Bob Maxficld. “Tho partic-
ipation was indieative of the love
and respect in which she’s held.
.Barb Novatis is the con:mmmulo
clcmcnmry pnnnpa)
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Fowl resciie | '
.- Farmington Hill
injured mon and

tings at about 7:30
Cronin and Ha;

.m. on May 14,

or other micdical emlergency.

bya

. palice Officers Kevin Cronin
and Mark Haro thdught they might ho saving an
bound up saving somo duck:

, wers driving on Orchard
Lake near Bristol hhcn they saw a man, laying
faco down on the gtrect with n group of peoplo
around him, na if hp had suffercd a heart ottack

. *Wo turned around because wo thought it

mlght Lo o medical]* Cronin sald. “He was look-
- ing into a grute and paid ho was oll right”

’l'lm mon, B4 Kr.u, hod been told about the

them in the sewer.”

BOWer.

get them,” ho eal

‘FARMH\TGTON FOCUS

“Ono of my nalghbora asked whn to call,”
Kraga said. “We \wnt down there, We could seo

'l'hnl.s when Cmmn and ITaro arrived.

Cmnm saw two ducklings atranded in tho

1 just took off 1y gun belt and crawled in to
d.

Krass said it wasn's quiln that ensy.
- *Wo had tried to 1ift tha grate, but couldn't

enid.-

They

and

udm: n. Krass
“He

(Crnnin) did it
with one han
(ducl.u)
were down a 6-
or 7-foot drain
storm pipo.”

An the officer
fowl
emerged Just a little bit fouler than umy had’
been before going into the sewer grate, the par-
ents of the young birds arrived on the sceno,

“We just pointed thom (ducklings) toward
their Jrenta ond they fallnwed them right
away,” Cronin said.
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