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Woddlné Vows: Newlyteds Tom and Eunjo Yang ié-enéct their vows in the tradi-
tional Korean ceremony. The bride is accompanied by Kson Chung on the left and
Hye_/n Kim on ber right. Tb the right of the groom is Byung Joon Kim.

Adoptedﬂchlldren learn :
of their Korean herltage

BY TODD WICES

Uplifting volces: Jennifer
Chung (above), a 5-year-old
Grosse Pointe resident, sings
a traditional Korean song at
a Korean church in Troy.

PHOTOS BY BILL HANSEN

Writing lesson: Sojin Kim of
Troy (right) helps one-year-old

el

their heritage.

. Hannah Soo-Kyung Burton of
Shelby Township write her
name in Korean during a cul-
tural exchange program for
adopted South Korean chil-
dren at Korean United
Methodist Church in Troy
Saturday.

Children observe a Korean

tices of their native country last weckend.

adopted at too young an age.

Mora than 100 udoptbd Sauth Koredn children
received n crash courss in the culture and prnc-

On May 17, ¢ho Korean United Mothodist
Church in 'l‘roy hosted children and their Ameri-
-can familios from all over tho atato at its first cul-
tural exchange program. The event attempted to
establish a link to the homoland that most of these

rean-Americans couldn't recall, since they were

Many of the fnmlhcn in attendance on Suturdny
knew each other through Families For Children
activitios. Vickio Labenz and Molody Pefrin of
Clinton Township cook Korean dishes and nexular-
1y do “eultural things” for their adopted kida.

“Becenuso they look Kounn. other kids nxpect
them to know about Koren,” said Labenz.
cxposes them to o lot of their cultuml buckgmund
that they couldn’t get thraugh bool

“A lot of kida assume my kids are Chlneuu, lmd
Porrin. “Those cultures are very different. They

folk dance (below). The dance
was among the presentations
which included Tae-Kwon-Do,

a puppet show, kite making,

- and a Yut play.

*Peoplo rench us and ask, Where can I got the need to Inow the difforence, and what that mnhy
opportunity for my kids to learn about their hey- WARS
n.nga’["' nmd Sun. Hm Leo, an event organizer and Indnnd ﬂ‘” Cultural Exchange scemed to be as
Birmi r wo are a large mul:l'z fnr the adoptive parents’ benefit as the chil-
Korean congregation, we folt like it was our dr?In;l;m on using this o a resouree,” sald Sharon
:espcnslbnhty to give them access to Korean cul- Fiskior of Clarkston, who nllm‘ two a ciup tod Knhurevm

Tho'day began with a traditional Korean lunch, - 8008. “We talk to them all the time about being
. including sushi and dishes with scaweed or noo. 8d9pted, and read books'to them about Korea, I

-dles, Loter the families moved through a series of think lta very.important for them to know thelr

activity stations. As their parents admired culture,
- antiques and ro<rentions of settinga from a typical

This yenr morks the' 25(11 anniversary of Korean
United Mothodist, with 21 of those ycnm spent at
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~tonluy fur the time and date of |

Korean house, the children played games and tried

. calligraphy and kite making,

Events later in the doy

of a traditionn] Korean wcdd(ng, folk dnneeu, and

Tae-Kwon 4
Invitationa Tor thd ovent went out in o nowslot.

‘tér by Familios For Children; s non-profit support

-group for adoptive parenta uf Korean kids. Tho

group has held two similar Cultural Exchanges at

its Dequindre Rnnd location in Troy. According to
Rev, Hoon K..Lee, nenﬂy 1,000 first and second-

& Korenn church in Ann Arbor,

ingit.* .

, Gallowaoy, a Koren

has two rdopted Korean children of his own,

that time, I was ashamed of being Korean.
*(Kids today) should be proud: T nm a citizen of
the United States.’ But being Korean is part of
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*A lot of families who have sdopted don't have a
lot of knowledgo of the history, the culture,” said
Jeff Gnlluwny. director of the Southeastern Michi-
gan branch. “Thig event ia a good way, uf introduc-

. a8 only six montha old
when an American family adopted him. He now

*When I was growing up, there was a lot of sepa -
- ‘ration between Korean adoptees and the Korean
; community,” he recalled. "My biggest thing then

‘was’ solf-cateem, fitting in, being called names. At

Korean il make up the con-

. gmgnhnn

‘" Orgaonizers tooki a nu'vay nf gucsts at the end of
the day, and planned to usa thone reaponscs to ses
if the Cultural Excliange m\lld beeomn an annuat

: event.

Ga]lawny ncknnwledgcd lhnt somo adoptive fam-
ilies want nothing to do with Korean culture. *I
have adopted brothers and sisters who couldn't
care less,” ha said: “Bit I nlwayn was interested in
my background.”

*We want the people who are eager to explore,”

Leo.

agreed

-'She hoped that the church’s guesta wculd
remember the church aa a potential future
resource to learn more about Korean heritage.

“Thia way, thuy cun get more access to Korean
culture if they want to,” said Lee. “Today is only
for a few hours, they won't get too much out of it.
But thny'll know who to cuntnct if they want
more.”
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