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Control of local roads could
waylay Engler repair plans

- B'mRICHA!lD
L

an you — or anybody —

Q‘ ain simply why the

over fixing roads has
bctﬁlne 0 complicated?

AZWe'll try. Thero are three
cloments:

oroe moncy. This breaks
down inte a) higher fuel and
weight taxes, b) other savings
fmm the budget and ¢) more fed-
eral nid,

| Shifting control of 23,000
miles of county and mumclpul
roads to the state, moro than

. tripling the’ Department of
Transportation's jurisdiction to
33,000 miles.

BCAuto insuranco — requiring
dn@u to buy leas, if thoy wish,
in qxdcr to pay for higher fuel
tax@y.

Q Any predictions on the
tax question?

A. Yes. Up. Details depend un

ty and municipal road people,
the ones who have been agitat-
ing for higher fuel taxcs.

Engler certainly has shifted
180 degrees from his pre-1895
advocacy of local budgeting by
achool districts. On roads, Engler
is o statist.

Q. 1s thore any merit to
Engler’'s proposal to shift
control of roads?

A. Sen. Douglas Carl, R-
Macomb, saya thero ie, and he
chairs the Senate Tranaportation
Committee, “Drivera don't care
about jurisdictional disputes and
about the 13 different classifica-
tiona of roads, They care nbout
sale roads,” he said on 8 WXYZ-
TV “Spotlight” program Sundoy.

Sen. Jim Berryman, D-Adrien,
opposea it, A former mayor,
Berryman said, “If the governor
is going tic his wholo proposal to
a takeover of local roads, the
issuo ia dend No. 1, neither tho

r the Legi

what doal is struck b
governor, Senate and Houac.
between Democrats and Republi-
cans, It's a money question, and
moncey always can be compro-
mised.

In the House, look for most of
the 70 representatives who can't
run in 1888 because of term lim-
its to provide the bulk of tho yes
votes, leaving the first- and sec-
und-termora to vote no, That's
what happened with the Propos-
2l A tax increases of 1994,

Q. Gov, John Engler cam-
paigns on “Promises made,
promises kept.” Did he ever
promise to take over 23,000
miles of local roads?

A. No, not in 1890, not in 1994,
Neither.did any legialatora, In
fact, shifting control of local
roads to the state never has been
an jgsue in any circle,

Actually, legialative pressure
hag been in the other direction
— roturning county roads and
county moncy to townships, as
proposed by Sen, Loren Bennett,

R-Canton, to the consternation-

of the Wayne County adminis-
tration.

Q. So why raise the state
control question now?

A. Politica, The effect has been
to focus bad attention onto coun-

the credlblhty to take over
another 23,000 miles,

“No. 2, it's a horrible ides. It
raises questions about utrunt
i curb cuts, i
rights-of-way; you havo rights-of-
way ensements that the munici-
palities receive revenues from.
Who's going to be responsible?
Are locals going to have to go to
tl‘le Atnte every time they want to

i

*I like local control.”

Q. Say, isn’t there somo
chance that public employ-
eos’' unions are a target?

A. Some Democrats are mut-
tering that. Counties' and big
cities’ road agencies are union-
ized. Engler proposes competi-
tive bids for maintenance con-
tracts, with counties and cities
freo to bid against private con-
struction companics for state
Jjoba.

The biggest fight will be state
versus locnl control, an issue of
principle. C will be

oxtent that competitive bidding
is introduced. Democrat Berry-
man argues counties have lower
administrativa coats, hence are
moro efficient, than the state,

Q. Any details about which
miles of county and local
roads Engler has his oye on?

A, No. Rep. Tom Kelly, D-
‘Wayne, who serves on i.'hu Homo
Appropriations sub

Whother you'rs calling home,
reading a map or gobbling
lunch on the way to an
appointment, your first priority
should be aafe driving. That ‘s
tho thruat of Ameritech Cellu-
lar's “Keep Your Mind on the
Drive" program.

As part of Notionol Wireless
Safety Weok, May 19-25 and
with the upcoming Memorial
Day weockond, Ameritech
teamed up with AAA of Michi-
gan and the Michigan State

Drive safely while using cell phones

Polico for this public awarencsa
program that encourages safe
driving and respanaible cellu-
lar phones use.

“AAA ostimates that 30.8
millfon Americans will hit the
road for the holiday with near-
ly two million in Michigan
olone,” seid Jorry Bash,
spokesporson for AAA .

Amoritech i8 reminding cell
phone users of the technology
that alrcady exists to make
driving and calling safer, auch

a8 hands-free talking, voice
activeted dialing and speed
dialing.

- “Keop Your Mmd on the
Drive* brochures provide
motorists with color visor maps
of motro Detroit, safe driving « H
tipa and guidelines for safo coll &

Burger King's, Thrifty Car
Rental, AAA full service ;
branch offices and Ameritoch 3
Cellular Servico Centers.

transportation, said there's no
bill drafted, as of last week.

Q. This ineurance feso —
ah, it looks as If the only way
I can blunt the blow of high-
er fuel taxes is to cut my own
dnsurance coverage, Are they
scrious?

A. Maybo not. Unlike tho road
control issue, tho insurance isn't
tic-barred to fuel taxes.

‘The insurance {ssuc may “fall
off tho table,” as labor negotin-
tors say.

Doug Ross, a Democratic

gubornatorial candidate, says~

Engler is favoring his buddies in
the insurance industry.

Larry Owen, East Lansing
lawyer, saya Engler ia favoring
suto insurers. “Linking this
phony insurance scheme to e gas
tax is John Englera way of con.
fusing consumers who just want
their reada fixed,” he said.

Ron Steffens, president and
CEO. of AAA Michigan, the
state's largoat auto insurer,
laughs at the suggestion insur-
ers would benefit. *Our
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would sece its remiums reduced
by $100 mil]loa," ho said, adding
the governor’a plan would bring
Michigan cloger to a purer no-
fault systam,

Q. Everyone in Michigan
knows, and many tourists
here know, that big trucks

are breaking up our roads ~ i

those 11-axle, 42-wheel mon-
-8
A, Everyone but the MDOT
2 and some
’e truck weight limit is

Michi

much tougher on the tax ques-
tion.

Engler is making it & tie-bar
issue - no more road money
without a shift of control.

Republican Corl said it won't
ba any cheaper except to the

~ioad

160,000 pounds. Other states
limit trucks to 80,000 pounds.

Democrat Berryman said his
billa would sot an 80,000-pound
limit. Republican Carl said
weight-per-axle is more impor-
tont.
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Celebrating our Grand Opening

CELEBRATION OF THE ARTS

June 6,7 &8
Southfield Centre for the Arts
3 Days of Art, Music and Funl

Sponsored By The Observer & Eccontiic Nowspcpars.

Michigan Opera Theatre's
Broadway To
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“Ask Your Neighbors About Us”

No One Else Has Our Patented
ycler® I Cutting System

© Tora® Reeydler® 1l mowers have patented deflectors to help
et grass finer and inject clipplngs into the lown.

© Get a healthier, cleaner-looking lawn without hagging.

 Water and ferfilize your lawn less often.

© (lippings will not cause thatch,

© More environmentally sound - no yard waste,
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Vac Sweep

automatlc pool vacuum
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