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CHAT ROOM

Hospice was a rock
during family’s
turbulent Jjourney

think most people do not undeuund whnt
the term hespico means an:
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H Hosplice of Michigan's
new facllity in Farmington
Hiils will foature many
homelike touches.

MARY RODRIQUE
STAFY WRITKR

Farmington Hills
will bo home to the
firat rosidontial
facility designed end
built in Oskland
County to meat tho needs of the ter-
minally ill when the doors open at
Hoapice Home, a program of Hos-
pice of Michigan,

Tho homo at 26911 Middlebelt,
south of 11 Milo Road, was con-
structed atop a hill on an eight acre
site planted with trees and over-
looking a small creek. Construction
Imgnn lnn July and the firat

I misa the opportunity to use their valunbl-
services. Aa part of observing the one.year
anniversary of the death of my wonderful hus-
band of 31 years, I thought I would write about
our experience with Arbor Hoapice.

people all of our lives, so much so that we were
not the best examples of compassion when oth-
cra around ua were aick. (Even our two daugh.
ters, now grown and married, would attost to

came through them with flying colors, That is
pnmnnly the reason when my husband took ill
in late July 1995, we thought he had contracted
a case of intestinal flu or perhaps food poisoning.
However, after two cmergency room viaita for
dehydration and other teats, it became clear that
we wore not dealing with r normal problem.’ A
CT scan showed o mass in his colon which was
diagnosed as colon cancer after surgery to
remove it was performed in late August 1995,
Unfortunatoly, the cancor had already metasti-
sizod to his liver. How could something like this
happen when John had just had a good physical
exam in January, 19957 Things had suddenly
gotten quite eerious for a gy who had always
taken good health for granted.
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My husband John and I had been vory healthy *

this fact!) We had regular physicals and usually *

d to movoe in by
mid J'unn.

*“We’ve done a lot to make it
home-like and atill mect or exceed
{state) rogulations,” said Jan Gra~

, director of property manage-
ment for Hospice of Michigan.

The 28,000 square-foot facility
has two 20-bed wings, each with 18
pnvnte rooma and one two-room
suite. The rooms feature wood
trim, text wallpaper, and floor-

. ing that resombles hardwood plank-

Furnmm: will include chorry
wardrobes, cherry foot and head-
boarda on electric hospital beds, 20-
inch color TV with VCR, telephone,
and reclining chairs go that family
members can stay with their loved
one around the clock if they choose.

Al rooms have a private bath and |

thero will be a public laundry room.
*We've already hired a dietitian
who will be able to meet all the spe-
cial noeds rnqulred of pnhunts.
. Grabinslki sai

Although t}mm are formal dining .
rooms in each wing with scating for

*“the buil

In the chapel: Jan Grabinski points to the meadow area beyami the wooden deck off the
chapel. The chapel will serve as an mterdenommatwnal pluce of prayer.

20 menln can ba served in patient

Bolh sides will operate as sepa-
rate entities with separate staff, but
a°common chapel in the center of
ding will be utilized by all.
It will bo an inter-faith chapel fea-
turing original murals depicting the
sensons painted by local artist
David Armstrong. Just boyond the

SOtk

archod windows of tho chapel is &
large wooden deck that will overlook
o grassy meadow,

"It wiliban meadow mix, like in a

. ﬁeld,' said Grabinski, .

The meadow is just an exnmple of
the attentioh to detail given to every
aspect of the ceater. Even place-

- ment of the bed in »nr:h room waa

an issue for staff i to

ensura that the patient geta the best
_window view, Grabinski ai

“Most hospice patients aro cared
for at hiome; but an incrensing num-,
ber need frequent nursing care orl
assistance with activities of daily
living and find it difficult to manage
at home,” said Barbara Lowis, '
apokeswoman for Hospice of Michi-.
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RoomMa ke Sale

(Complete your room & save 20%)

Pictured: W:hbenu dining ¢heir in your choice of 40 lnhnc:, Sale $239.
Glass and wood dining labla, Sale $749. Viking Walt Syslem, Sals $3097,
Prices includa dclwa[y within our primory zones on orders over $5C0,

Workbench heips you fill in the blanks with savings of 20% storev/ide.

ALEAATNOHAM 234 SOUTH HUNTIR DOULEVARD, 5DUTH CF MAME B10-540.3877
ROZHIETER HILLS 1750 WALTON BOULEVARD, GREAT DAXS MAIL 810-854.3050 + ANN ARBOR 410 N. FOURTH AVENUE
AT KEPRYTOWN 313.648.4680 « HHOV1 26038 INGIASOL OFvL, MOVI TOWN CENTZR 810-249-0300

; ALL STORES OPEN SUNDAYS

' ‘As‘s'iste_d L‘iving

"Medicare Céﬁified

Basic and Skilled Nursing <

_ :Physlcal Occupational, Speech,
Restorative, Respiratory Therapy

‘Short term rehabilitation -

'Aizheimé('s and other dementias ** -

An Older Adult Health Care Commumty

- 3500 W. South Bivd., ROChester Hills -

810-852-7800

Special Care Unit

Hair Salon; ice Cream Parlour, :
Movie Theater, Guest Room,
Restaurant, Gift Shop, .
. Social and Rellglous Activities . |

~ R . N e

Photo By Rick Smith ¢ '

s
f

Please call for a tour
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