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- Ending his shift

Commander Cox retires after 28 years of service

Bv LARRY O‘meon

¢ Farmington police Comman-
der Tom Cox is leaving tho job
the way ho found it 28 years ago.
That's both good and band, he
enid,

Aftor this week, Cox, 47, is
rotiring from law enforcement.
.He started with the Farmington
‘Public Safety Departmont’s
Cadet Program as an idealiatic
18-year-old wanting to make a
. difference.

In many ways, Cox focls he

has,

“Wo provide a service and I've |

developed a large customer
hase,” said Cox, whose lust day
on the job is Sunday, May 25.
“There'a been a lot of loyal and
happy customera along the way.”

At the end of o 12-hour ehift,
Cox has been content to know
he's made an impression by lift-
ing a fallen senior off the floor or
by saving someonc’s life. -

Or, it may have beon by
arresting someono and hoping
its the turning point for & person

to nmlghwn aut his llfo. Bome
formor pmonum have come buck
to thank Cox, " 7, .
' *“That’s no leas’ lmpartnnt, lm
said.

Yot thore's gnuwing fooling

that eome’ things remain unfin- -

ished. Crime is not subsiding; Ita
victima aro still provalent,

Cax, whoso brothor-in-law was
murdered, is known for his
cmpathy with crime vietimg,
+“I thought I might ace somo of
that chango, but I dida't,” said
Cox, who has beon a commander
sinco 1986, “That's probably the

ide on any police nﬂ‘mr’s
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epitaph.”

Cox has worked on patrol and
in tho dotective buronu before
becoming a commander. He
sorved 8 a special

tho way to the police station on ° leagues.

Shiawasace,” he said. *I thought, Cox's retiroment stunned
-there goos my chance. I must many colleagues. A going-away
have dono Aomuthmg right placard in a hallway of the
becuuu  they hired me.” departmont is filled well-wishea
, Dotroit called. from follow officers and staff,

officor for two years in tho mid-
708 as part of a federal crime
fighting program and was
named Officor of the Year in
1985 and Optimist Club Officor
of tho Year in 1988,

The graduato of South Lake
High in St. Clair Shores
responded to a nowapaper ad for
police cadets in Farmington.

“I got stopped for speeding on

Novatls ﬁ'ompangI )

Cox for npuuibla;ob interview which is o refloction of the
on the same day. Ho turncd it respect ho's garnered.

down, He would latoer forgo

*He's the best I'vo worked for,”

chances to join Livonia and =aid John Foxton, a dispatcher,

Farmington Hills departments,

- Cox soea retirement as a now

For two yoars as e cadet, Cox beginning. He said tho support

rodo with other officers and
worked double shifts to get a feol

of his wife, Karen, and. two
. dauglitors, Tara and Brooke, has

for the job. Older officers gave -reminded him ho's made thu :

him guidance, which {n tum he's

right decision,
tried to pase onto younger eol- .y

*Cox-doean't h;we an lmmedi-

nto plans,

though .he'll likely pursue a sec.
ond eareer. Ho says he might go
into real estate or some other
area to tap his peoplo skilla,

Of course, it's been difficult
snying good-bys to peopls he's
worked with for more than 20
yeara. *I'm going to misa that
bond,” ho said.

Still, Cox's asked lham,tq_ be
hnppy 'for him i in his new begin-
mng‘ Hls optimism glow- upan

of snother sid

going to
Memorial Dy pax’adn," hesaid.

Novatia will bo honored as ono
of tho ovent's top fund-raisers in

coming woeks. Hor original .,

reward waa an airplane tickoet to
anywhoro in the continental
United States, but Longacro Ele-
montary Principal Bill Smith
said that g gift more conducive

to hor health situation is being -

arranged.
Aneordmg to Novatis, thn deci:

sion to retire had little to do with
her struggle with cancer, - - 7!

. “That was roally secondas :
‘said Novatis, “(My h.nabund Rl
John) has boen rotired for o  jw
number of years; and that's a big
part of the decision as well, . .

frionds ~ in
other ‘parts of
tho _country.
. Sho also plans
& 4 toiwork es o
voluntoer *in

'Itl’;juat ﬁmewbmden ant int.o i;ri;lngtun

other areas.”’ - -~ A ools,
Novatis and huabnnd plan;to” N In the mean.

stay in Fnrmlnmu, but\ hopo to m time, fifth

‘grade toacher Linda Pollak has
sorved as acting principal at
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said that tho decision on 'z per-
manent prlnctl’;]:ul could be rec-

¢ board of educa-
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 out.the achool year. Maxfield-

h;n;xﬂeld. *It’s not e:mly replaco-
able.

Novatis will be horiored at the
annusl district retiroment party
‘May 30:at Vladlnlh"l in Farm-
iny Hills. In light of both her
battles with tancer and her
ratiremont, Novatis said the
support from colleagues and stu-
dents has been heartwarming.:

*“Unbolievable,” she called .it.
'Ynu dovnhp o lot of pntm(ve‘

students’ und pnrentu you've
worked with ovor the yeare, I've
enjoyed my career in Farming-
ton, and know that Il ¢ontinue
to kecp in touch with people I've
had affiliations with, and contin-
ue to serva in our wmmunlty

“It sounds very ¢orny, but I
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