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It can cut o person’s lifespan
in half -~ and the Sickle Cell
Discase Assoclation of Ameorica
is trying to halt the hereditary
illness in its tracks through
counsoling and other services,

--Statistics ehow one of every
12 individuals are carriers of
Sickle Cell Trait while one in
600 have Sickle Coll Anemia,
Both conditions are inherited
from biological parents,

While there §8 no cure for the
disense, it con be prevented
through testing and education.

“It's |mportum. to get tested
right away,” said Judith Mooro,
a sacial worker with the associn-
tion, adding that vecurrence of
both condmons thmugh tho gcn»
orations can hed if

& Children who have
not been tested should
be taken to thelr family
physlcian, Adults can
rocelvo free testing at
Sickle Call Diseaso
Assoclation In Pontiac..

'

-OU officials

Ockiand University
alumni, supporters, stu-
dontl and staff’ wore

to meet Michigan
amte legielators end deci-
sion-makers May 21 during
Oakland University qu ot
the Capitol.

Exporte from the Prosi-
dents Council, state uni.
versities of Michigan, Sen-
ate and House 1 agen-
cies and the state's mnn-

physicians or the Sickle Cell Dis- *

cago Association in Dotroit at
{313) 864-4408.

Children who have not boon
tested should bo taken to their
family physician. Adults can
receive freo testing at Sickle Cell
Disenso Association in Pontiac,

If an individual tests positive,
they will be nsscssed for froe
aupport and referral noeds,

bo di
persons nxhibiting Slcklc Cell
Trait yeceive

Youth ling helps children
doal wlth the discase through

Sickle Cell Anemia induces
clogging in tho blood vessola,
restricting the flow of blood
throughout the body cauaing
poin and awelling and eventually

leading to an carly death, Moore’

agid, Some of the symptoms of
Sicklo Cell Anemia include gall-
amncs. delay in growth and ane-

Thn discase primarily affects
Africon American males and
fermalea and a smaller scctor of

i Arabs and

and outings. Adult and
parent sarvices are alao aveil-
able,

“It's. .. hard for the parents to
denl with tha fact that their chil-
dren have the ducnae. Moore
said. “It's very stressful.”

Porsons dingnosed with Sickle
Cell Trait usually receive a sin-
gle counseling, session. *“We let
them know how thoy got it and
what it is,” Moore said, adding
that typically there are no more
a‘er:réccu until they decide to have

If both partners exhibit the
Sickle Cell Trait, their child has
- a 26 percent chance of being
born with Sickle Cell Anemia. If
one partner has Sickle Coll
Trait, there is a 50/50 chance the
newborn will carry the trait.

Sicklo Cell Trait is not harme
ul under normal conditions,
oore said. But in elovations

experionce the offects, "which will
subaide once they return to nor-
mal elovation. Moore added that
flying in commercial airlines
.-does not affect porsons with
Sickle Cell Trmt

half,” Moore said.

. Anyone born after July 1, 1987
Kas- already received o teat
“ddministored during newborn
screening. If you weore born
before that date, a 'test is recom-
mended. Parents who ore uncer-
tain if their children have beon
tested should contact their

keeeding 8,000 feet, they can

l-;nhlm'n cnly'
whan thoy moet thoir other.

Moore stressed that individu-
als can't receive counseling ser-
vices or any other ussistance
unless they have medical docu-
mentation of the illness or are
tested at the sita, Other health
and financial services nre avail-
able and the association works
with other low income and social
sorvice agencies.

Testing for adults at the Ponti-
ac 8Sickle Cell Center, 132
Franklin Blvd. in Pontiac, will
be available by appointment only
from noon to 4 p.m. in Room 204
Muy27

Volunteera are needed for cler-
lcnl work and.to work-with'the™
children, Donations are always
needed, Moore said. Checks can
be mudo payable to Sickle Cell
Pontiac Office, 132 Franklin
Blvd., Room 204, Pontiac, Michi-
gan 48341, |

For more information, call
Sickle Cell Disease Association in
Pontiac at (248) 858-7222.

-and budget
dopartment will talk about
lcgmativo policies,

Visitors will have the
opportunity to meoct with
legislators and staffs about
new university programs
and shared higher educa-
tion issues. A lunch ond
reception are also planned,

“Cakland Univereity in:
committed to providing a
dynamic, studont-focused
lesrning environment,”
enid Rochelle Black, direc-
tor of QU office of govern-
ment relations. “This trip
is one way wo can foster
ideas on how to enrich edu-
cationnl delivery in an
oxpanding region that
demands an adeptable
work fores of lifelong learn-
ers.”
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