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Evoryonc nceda to borrow
money now and then, appar-
ontly oven woalthy Oakland
County government. And the
cost of borvowing that money
just got Jess,

Wall Street’s two moat pres-
tigioua bond rating firma have
.informed county Treasurer C.
Hugh Dohany that Oakland’s
bond ratings aro bmng
whichi officials soy is a Toftec
tion of tho county’s strong
financin condition,

*I'm delighted bocausc the

future borrawing coats,” said
QOekland County Executive L.
Brooks Patterson. “I want to
also sorve notice here and now
that we will return to Now
York next year secking anoth.
er incronu in our bond rat-
m .

Standard & Poor's elevated
Oakland County’s bond rating
from *AA" to *AA+", while
Moody's Investora ‘Service
incrensed it to “AA3" from
"Al" ratings are just ono
category below “AAA”, which
is the highest bond rnﬁng pos-
sible.

Tho improved bond rating
will have an immediate impact

New bond rating to
save county funds

upgrode will save Oakland,
County millione of dollars in*

on tho aale of bonds for the

Robert Reid Drain Project in

Bloomfield Township. This 20
year, $5.5 million bond issuo

alona will end up costing tho

county about $170,000 less in

borrowing costa becauso of the .
higher bond ratings. With the

county expectod to aoll nearly

$100 million in bonds aver the

noxt two years, the higher

bond ratings could tranalato’

into millions of dollars worth

of savings to the county,

Tho two bond rating firms
cited the county’s positive cco-
nomic environment, good man-
agoment practices, low.debt
burden and" diversified job
base aa ‘roasons for tho
upgrade in tha bond ratings.

In March, Patterson led a
delegation of county officiale to
New York to lobby Standard &
Poar’s and Moody’s for'a high-
or bond rating. At the timo,
Patterson said he folt the
county desorved an upgrada
hetnuse of ita solid fnnm:ml

ition, which included ‘less

e

Next step for OU — interactive learmng’

Now, souped-up Onkland Uni-
veraity classrooms aro virtual
spaceships thnt mny transport
studonta anyw!

'Oaklnnd Univnraity inl'unan

minuto weather information.”

Instructors during class muy
aleo accoss othor

noeds to show utudumu somo-
thing about,
“All of my notes, assignments,

tha l;htcmet. fmm Tokyo to Tulm

naw information

do. Yy provides
more cl tools —

into tha and lab

ries to develep job skills noeded
for tho 21st century,” OU Prosi-
dent Gary D. Rusai said.

OU now has 10 classrooms
that have a combination of
VCRas, telavisions and vid

etudents benefit from the vast
array of information and engag-
ing capabiljtics. With tho now
cqmpment, ossons may bo mu::h
moroe p g than

are on
the Wob,* Muﬂuuon oaid. “Stu-
denta also uso an on-line discus-
sion forum to ask questions out-
side of class, so thoy don't noed
to physically find mo. Everyone
in tho class sces tho queationa
nnd my annwcrn, 80 nudc:;‘xt-
1)

ledtures, .
The riew cll also makea

pra;octmn systems. Instructors
during. clnss moy accoes the
« World Wide Web uulnx a-laptap

it chsier for instructors to sched-
ule services: using home or office
computers. thoy can browso tho

.or through a
thon what is on tho cnmputer
screen may be shown on the TVe
or prajuctud onto a muvio-typu
ncmcn. AP

- "Sny the lustmctor accesses n.

woather site,” sald Georgoe
Proisinger, munngcr, Inatruc-
tional Technology Center, “The

' clnuu wou]d have up-to-tho-

ity's video catalog, then

schedulo videos to play in clasa.
r:‘o:’m nu!.nmntlcnlly. Proisingor
said.

Classroom systems nnrtod'

operating last October.
Kieran Muthiolon, nuncmtn

earn
dh{ln't think to ask. It worka
wo!

Kovm Enrly naa{nmnt pmfnu-

and Dance, CAS, aaid, *I mnll/
like tho accesaibility it's crediting
for the class.” Ho showa dbcus
montarica in his Dance mmrr
and Apprecintion course, - ==~

"
Tho next stop is mtarnaivﬁ
distance learning, Preisilige!

anid, whero students .and
instructors in different class;
-rooma lcarn from cn:h cther-- -

Oakland Unlvenlty is o Bom-=
prohennive atate-supported fnslis
tution of higher education locaty

lﬂ »
Collega of Artu nnd Seil

ed in Qakland County.
Michij OU offers’

Iikcn the eonvoniuncc of the new
t, “It's a

unte programa in 71 areay; nud

breath of fresh air,” ho aaid.

in 46 areas.
Dedicated to preparing learnerd
for lho 21nt-con:ury worl ﬂnm.

Early rocently a+hed lod o
vidco to play from a remoto loca-
:;;m “Thot's the whola beauty of

professor, M
nun Syntam Schoel nf Bnnncss

a Wob site in clnas whun he

X

'Gregory P
- professor, Dance, Music, Theatre

," he said.

the
the Collego of Aru and Sclmeca!
and tho schools of Businesq
Adminisiration, Education ang
Human Services, Engincering
and C Scluncn, Hualth

Sciences, and Nursing.
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depondency on the auto indus- .
try, tho reduction in long-term
debt, and a $25 million savings
in the area of employee benefit
costs by tho year 2000.

OCC construction
causes closures

Around Oakland Community
College:

Price of progress
Visitora to OCC campuses can
expect some moving delays duo

will get 26 percent more space;

the women’s home team will got
a locker room and moeting
apace.

Kopytek said rebidding is
unlikely to result in lower bida
but xnatend will resuit in delays.

to an
Items:

M Tho athletic buijlding and .

pool on the Orchard Ridge Cam-
pus in Farmington Hills will be
clased untit about Oct, 1 for
building renovations.

B Oakland Drive between
Farmington and Orchard Lake
roads on the Orchard Ridge
Campus will be closed through
September as parking lots are
resurfaced.

@ Foot traffic will be obstruct.
ed at the Royal Oak Campus
beginning in June g8 8 new
parking ramp is constructed at
Washington and Lincoln streets.

Costs rising

A robust cconomy has a bad
side effect: rising conatruction
prices. “There are fewer bid-
ders,” Patrick Kopytek, director
of phyaicnl fncilities, told the
board May 19.

Thu board grnnu:d authority to

, 106 projecta have
bean approved by tho collega
board at a total price tag of more

pri
-than $26 milljon $200,000 below,..

oatimates, despite the higher.
than-anticipated costa on theso
projects.

Maintenance work

The board granted the Auch
company authority to enter into
design and construction can.
tracts on thesh maintenance pro-
jects:

® Auburn Hills Campus Park-
ing Lot F - $632,800. Goala:
improve hnndlcnppnd parking
and traffic flow.

W Auburn Hills G Building
rouf replacoment — $171,200. Old
roof {8 beyond servicenble life.
Moisture has pcnc'.mwd existing
polyurcthane coating.

B Highland Lakes Cnmpun. .

chemical lab casswork in Lavin-
son Hall - $65,300. A fume hood
is deteriorated beyond repair,
Counter tops and piping will’be

rge
W Auch Co. of Pontiac, o enter
into design and construction con-

p

ot

I t added

tracts for these p:

8 Mechanical renovations of
the physical education (H Build-

ing) on the Orchard Ridge Cam-.

pus. Revised budget estil is

'l'ho board approved:

W Leasing now astorage disks
for the main college computer at
a throe-year cost ot‘ $1568, 420
from Ci

$1.133 million compared to last
QOctober's estimate of $913,000,
Heating and cooling equipment
aro at the end of ex; Bervice
life and "near failure,” said
Kopytck. Energy efficiencics are
expected with new equipment.

M General renovations of H
building. Rovised cutirmate is
$710,660 vorsus the carlier cati-
mate of $564,000. Locker rooms

of Denver. A digk failure ]ust
December caused significant
“down time” during final exams. -

O Purchasing now multimedin
equipmuent for mathematics at
the Royal Osk Campus - a
$29,120 contract for low bidder
Midwest Visual of Troy, Four
Sharp projectore, four Canon
visualizors and four white wall
screens will be installed,

Safety group honored

The Traffic Improvement Asseciation of Onkland County (TIA) has

been honored by the Michi,

State Snfety C

for its out-

standing contributions to traffic safety in Michigan for tho past 31

years,

‘Tho TIA provides more than 60 local police ngencies and communi-

ties in Ouklund County with accurs ;\Lo traffic crash data and en,

lu:r afcrn o8, soverity and crash

= annual repor

THCC!
t.o ench community, Tho TIA uses this data to work with communi-
tics to solvo traffic probloms, They also have catablished an alcohol
enforcement program which has served as a national model. The TIA
aponsors school safoty belt and anti-drunk-driving programs on a
regular basia with Onkland County Schoola,

“The Traffic Impravement I\auocmnon of Oaklend County hma

spent tho past 30 yeara

g traflic

their commumty. ntated Mlchlmn btute Pollcc Diroctor Col

Michael R. K

chair of the

Stato Safety Commis-

sion. “Their dedi

has greatly i
the.communities in OQakland County.,”

d the safoty of drivera in

NoaLs
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