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Cobras win title again

The North Farmingtop-Westi Bloom{ield
Cobras 12-year-old travel baseball foam won ita
second consscutive tournament May 18 in
Northville, defeating five-opponents by a com-
bined score of 729, H S
* In round-robin play, the Cobraa defeated Con-
cenled Security 11-1, the Wayne Bandits 18-3
and the 11-ycar-old Northville Broncos 16-1.
. In the semifinal game, tho Cobras defeated tho
i2-year-old Broncos, 22-4. The game featured
home runs by Doug Pickens and Kevin Zorba.

Ben Darga camo through with a no-hit pitche
ing performance in the championship game
ogainst Fort Wayne, Ind. . 1

He atruck out soven and walked one in the 10~
Q victory, The one'runner who reached baso was
erased in a double play. . v

The NFWB hitting attack was paced by Matt
Clark (.714), Bryan Smith (.667), Nick Vitanis
(.600) and Evan Rodriguez (471). :
_ Zerbo led tho team with nine RBI. Andy
Wingert led the tenm with nine runs scored.
Othor team members are Matt Petry, Kevin
Lamb, Sam Grossman and Anthony Faletti.

The team ‘ia managed by Dan Potry, and the
coaches are Randy Rodriguez, Joo Faletti, Torry
Lamb and Jim Dargn. See D3 for more reaults.

i’hantoms to select team

Tryouta for the Farmington Phantoms, an
" under-13 girla soccer team, tako place at the
William M. Costick Activities Center fiolds (for-
merly tho Mercy Center) 6-8:30 p.m, on Monday,
June 18,

The tryouts are open to girls born after July
31, 1984. Since thia will be a new team, there
will bo openinga for every position.

‘Tho team will begin competition in the fall and
will bo coached by Steve White, currently the
under-12 Phantoma coach.

* The under-12 team has compiled o 25-3-4
record and won championships sincé it was
organized in August, 1998.

White's conching philosophy states soccer
should be fun while developing individunl and
team skills, and all players will play at least half
of each game. .

For more information contact Whita at (248)
. 476-3378.

Recreation sports news

Joan Fitzpatrick of Farmington is o momber of
the women's senior softball team that won the
gold medal in tha 65-69 age group at the United
States National Sporta Classic May 26 in Tuc-
gon, Ariz,

Moro than 10,000 world-clasa senior nthlstea
took part in the Senior Olympics. Athletes age
60 and over from Canada, Germany, Australia
" and the U.8S. competed for medals in 18 sporta.

* e Some peaple play golf their whole lives and
,pever ghoot a hole-in-one. Not so for. Gordon
McKenna of Farmingtan Hilla, He has four aces,

The latest occurred May 24 at Shenandoah
Golf Course in West Bloomfield when the 38-
year-old McKenna aced the 182.yard No. 16 hole
with a six iron.

College sports awards

. Julie Heist of Farmington Hills was one of 48
student-nthletes ot Central Michigan University
who were h d at the Academic Excell
Banguet.

Athlotos muat have achieved a cumulative -

grade-point avorage of 3.6 or botter, Heist wad a
volloyball player and one of only 11 seniors to
recoive the specinl recognition, .

= ¢ Josh Fryer of Farmington Hills, a junior at
©ukland University, earned a place on the All-

reat )¢ lleginte Athlatic Confe

men's golf team.

. Fryer, who prepped at Birmingham Brother
Rice, was jolned on the six-man team by Onk-
laud teammate Todd Covert, a senior from Mil-

ford,
Tho Pioneora tied with Grand Valley for fourth

place in the confrrenca tournament. Ferrls Staf
won the GLIAC championship, -

* Sophomore Piper Motz wos named to tho,
ichi] llegiata Athletic Association's
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He knows pitching: Dan Petry is certainly qualified to0 instruct young pitchers as a former Major Leaguer with the Detroit

Tigers. He watches as Ben Darga delivers during a recent North Farmington-West Bloomfield Cobras practice

Petry remains in the game

BY RICHARD L. BHOOE
STAYY WRITER

Dan Petry never could wait for the

.season to start.

First when he was a pitcher in the
major leagues. And now that he's
the coach of his son's travel team.

The 38-year-old Farmington Hills
resident conches son Matt, who
turned 12 last month, on the North
Farmington-West Bloomfield Cobras

BY DAN O'MEARA .
BTAPY WRITER .

As 1 high school athlete, Mike
Pesci was known moro for his
exploits on'tho football field than the
bascball' diamond, but that's like
ancient history now.

Pesci, who starred in both sports

F i Harri chose to

Former Detroit 'l‘ifer pitcher Dan Petry is

retired from the b

j involved in the game. Petry, a Farmington
..Hills resident, manages his son’s team in'

B the NFWB organization.

g leagues, but he's still

12-year-old travel team.

His other son, Jeff, 9, plays in the
NFWB house league.

. When thoy aren't playing on a
travel hockey team, that is,

It’s enough ‘to keep o mom and a
dnd jumping, which thousands of
moms and dads in the Observerland
area know very well.

But despite all tho other goings
on, Patry had his travel team work-

] BASEBALL

all and how they try to low-ball you,
Thia year I've dono a little more
planning if it does happen.” )
The 8-faot-2, 220-pound right
!'m]‘dar alse had some unfinished

at F
play baseball in college and made a-

name for hirusolf as an outstanding
hitter at the University of Detroit-

ercy. .
He did so well this year the Mid-

. weatern Collegiate Conference made

him ita Player of tho.Year, raising
Pesci’s prospects for being selected
in the Major League draft this week.

Aftor his first season at UDM last "
‘yeur,’geaci‘ wan c‘honn' by the Ari-

$econd-team, all-conforence seftball team.

< Motz, who livos in Brighton but attended
Mercy High Schoo! in Farmington Hills, plays
for Albion Collego.

..o Freshman pitcher Nick Latra of Farmington
appenred in six games and had a 2-0 record for
the Central Michigan University baseball team.

. Latra posted wins over Grand Vailoy and
Enaatern Michigan, Ho started ono game, worked
11 inninga, faced 48 batters, fanned four, walked
fivo nnd had a 8.566 earned run ayerngo.

+ The Chippewns were 14-14 in the Mid-Ameri-
can Conferenco and 25-20 avorall.

. Shamrocks honor McBonald

-, Dotroit Catholie Central senior Marc McDon-
ald has added onother honor to his resumo.

- McDonald is tha reciptent of the Father James
H. Wholan Award, Award, given to the CC
genior who is an outstanding student, athloto
and gentleman,

. McDonald, who graduated with a 9.39 grade
point avernge, wen o two-timo firat-teom All-
Obscrvar nolection. He carned a basketball
pcholarchip to attend Loyola Univorsity in
Chicago, Hll.

zona 0
to stay in callege and use his fith
year of eligibility. . >

*Laet yenr kinda caught me off
guard,” Pesci eaid. “You're drafted
on Thuraday, and they want you to
leave on Saturday. '

“I was a little overwholmed by it

but he decided .

as a college player — both
as an individual player and a team
member, : !

“I know I was a lot bettor than I
showed my first yonr at UDM,” he
said, “and I knoew we wore good
enough na a team to win the lengue:
I know wo had the right chemiatry.

“I thought I could do a lot more for
the tenm. Personally, 1 had goals to

‘do-g.Jot better-in ‘every nren of the

{ng out since *the week after the
‘World Seriea. Indoors,

“It’s strictly a volunteer thing,

showing up,"hegaid.... = .
Petry understands kids have other
livea to lead. Like books, basketball,
soccer and hockey, for instance.
Petry, who pitched nine seasons
for the Datroit Tigors and two for

_California’s Angels before being

retired, seriounly missed the first
couple of epring o wasn't
invited to attend. oL
But he wasted no time moaning.
Ho joined the real world right away.
In July, Petry begina his fifth year
working for Seaman Patrick Paper
Co., selling paper to commercial
printars. )

home runs and 48 RBI were second
only to former Plymouth Salem-star
Ed Gundry's scheol-record 18 and

50, i

Both had 1386 total bascs, which
wag 40 more than the next player.
Posci aleo had a 974 field percents
ogo, making only two arrars an 76
chances; -

Being named Playor of the Year
“ia a reflection on the team,” Pesci
said, *Without Eddie Gundry hitting
bohind me, 1 wouldn’t have eeen a
lot of the pitches [ saw.

“Ho missed getting Co-Player of

‘the Year by one vote; he deserved it

an much ns I did. ‘Those kinda thinga
(poat-season honors) come as they
come. The better. the toam does tho

gamo.— cut down on strik ,
increaso average and walks, junt a
lot of little things.”
* As a result, Poscl did a ot of the
big things well, too, while holping
the Titans win the MCC tournament
championship,”

Ho led the team with a .409 bat-
ting average and 14 doubles, His 18

moro jtion there I for every-
eno. )

“We accomplished everything but
ono goal — getting to tho NCAA
tournament. The seniors wanted to
finish off our careors with a bang,
and I think we did.”

In two scasons with the Titans,

casc sce PESCI, DS

Major Leagues next step for Pesci?

] got hooked up with a'good com-
pany,” he said. *I got right into it
aftor I gat out of baschall. I didn't
have any time to'go, ‘Aw _goez, 'and
feel sorry for myselE. IV's gotting het~
ter and batter every year.” x

Potry won't mako the baseball
Hall of Fame, though there's noth-
ing shabby nbout his 113.92 carcer
won-lost record, and his 3.85 ERA
looks better with every bat-busting

year.

In 1983 he led the American
Leangue with 38 starts in a 19-13}
season. At that time, many of us
‘who covered the Tigers on a regular
basis were betting that he, not Jack
Morris, would be the staff lender
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Miko Pesch: Could a shot aft :
the Major Leagues be next [mj
Detroit-Merey hitting star? .

Merger_ should bol_sterf collegiate league

-BY BTEVE KOWALSKT
STATY WBITER

tights at Ford Ficld in Livonia. .
« Porhops §t's a good omon. .
The last timo a coll toam d that

" .. AMATEUR BASEBALL

A teamn named I;i\;aalu Adray playing under the |

Tho eight-toam loague Inciudcu throe toams
from the LCBL and five from tho Adray Motro
Boacball Lo

paine name at Ford Ficld — mero than a decado
ago - the Livonia Colleginte Bascball Leaguo
flourished.

Livonia Adray, formerly known as Little Caeo-
sars, Is n-member of the new Adray Metra Buase-
ball Association, 8 merger of tho LCBL and the
Adray Metro Baseball Loague.

ague.

Gamos will bo played at threo sites, ine!uding'

Ford Fiold. The other sites are MicMac Park in
Windsor and Wyandotta's Memorial Park.

This is the first full week of action.

Four of tho fivo toams from the Adray Motro
Baschail Lengua have no ago reatrictions. Some of
the players are in their late 20s and 80a and have

s hasohall o, .

- “The fifth team from the Adray Metro Basoball
Leaguo Is tho Lake Arca Rams, o colleginto team
conched by Rick Berryman, who is also Redford
Union's skipper. . Lo

The Rams will join Livonin Adray, Livonia DCE
and Hines Park in the Collegiate Division. Colle:
ginto toams’ players cannot turn 20 during thd
scAs0n, . '

Tho other division, called tho Adray Motrg
Bascball Division, will conalst of four unlimited
age toams: Troy Jot Box, Windsor Stars, Windsor
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