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P@ﬁci from page DI

Poscl.hit .361 with 22 doublos,

21 hbmers and 67 RBI. He

ocaryd 53 of 86 runs this yoar, -
Pesci, who briefly attendo:

in the 30th round a year ago and
has & walt-and-seo outlook this
year. .

'l'n': trying to keop it in per-

OQakland C Collego
and made stops at Fastern
Michigan, Yavapai College in
Arizona and Honry Ford Com.
munity College, snid he couldn’t
bo happior about his two years
at UDM.,

“Coach (Bob) Miller is a good
coach, but hoe geta a lot of players
who.are considered rejects,” he
said, .

“For us to go to Michigan,
Michigan State or Eastorn and
show them we can play baseball
dowh here, too, that was groat. A
lot of times you get taken for
granted. I had fun playing for
coach Miller.”

The pro scouts haye boen tak-
ing Pesci seriously, however, Ho
most: likely will be drafted Mon-
day or Tuesday; the only ques-
tion is in what round?

Peasci, who could bo compared
to former Dotroit Tiger Kirk Gib-
son because of his tenm-first,
play:to-win attitude, was taken

T'm nat gotting mysolf
all worked up,” Peacl snjd. "I

. know I won't be a top-raund pick

or . I'm confident I can
compete wherovor 1 go, but if it
doosn’t happen I'm not going to
loso any sleep over it. .

“A lot-of playors would trade
their siater for a chanco to get
drafted. If I got drafted, it will bo
an honor to play bascball again;
if I don't, it won't affect my lifo-
long goals,”

Posci signod papers, allowing:
Arixona to eelect him again if it
wants. The Reds gave him an
eye test, and the Pirates aske:
for medical rocords rogardi

Birmingham Lynch, *

“If ¥'m going to go, I'm going
full out to make tho Major
Leagues,” ho snid. *I'm not just
going to kick around in tho
minor leagues, co I can toll sto-
ries someday,

“If I'm going to play bascball,
I'm botter off ataying here, mak-
ing money and gotting troated
bottor than I would anywhero
playiog in the minor lengues.”

Peoplo might have forgotton
Peaci waa an all-stato linobacker
on Horrison's 1991 Class BB
championship team, but football
in now just a sport ho played
long ngo.

. "It is until I s0e my brothera
(Joe and Dave) out there play-
ing,” he said. *I get the itch back
to got out there

supposod knce surgory. Posci
said hs had a cyst romoved from
the knoo, “and it was made out
to be more than it was,”

If he isn't drafted, Pesci aald
he won't try tacatchonas a
agent or play independent ball,
But ho will continue to play
Class A ball this'aummeor with

Going over the game plan: Dan Petry reviews certain aspects of the game with his
Pplayers during a Cobras practice session at Pioneer Park.

Petry from page D1 -

in
and hit somebody.
*Basebnll runs you down
onough, If I had played football
four or five yoars in college, 1
can't imagina whoro I'd bo todoy.
But it will always be a big part
of what I did,”
And s0 will baseball.
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through the decade,

He went 18-8 in 1884 and 15-
13 the following season. Then
elbow problems cost his elider
some of its famed bita,

But, while Petry won't be
enshrined at Cooperstown, he's
definitely a member of the good
guy’s Hall of Fame. i

He will also'look back in about

16 ypars — if he doesn't already

— agd think maybe the prema-
ture end to his carcer wasn't the
worat thing that has happened
to

Petry is getting to watch and
take an active hand in the grow-
ing up of his kidas,

Coaching, though, waan't part
of the game plan,

“I'didn’t plan on it," he said. *1
kind of wanted to let them grow
up, watch them.

“But the league kept nsking
me. [ kept putting it on the back
burner, saying I'd help out, *

“They wanted me to manage o
teom, but I told them I'd be
heppy to coach, So they said thul
would be fine, 8o they chose
anothor managoer and I helped
hig‘iut.' ching kida is kind

ut coa your
of like getting a low-grade virus.
It gets into you and sort of takea
over before you know it's there.

8o Petry conched two sensons.

“It got to tho point \wlm'ui 1felt

fortable in

got me to take aver the team.

*“I'vo only done it ona time, Inst
yoar, but things wont protty
well. That's not to say I might
not want to shift gears, go back
to the younger one and lot the
olderonegoon.” -

As a pitcher, Petry was a com.
petitor without being naety
about it. He wantad to be the
best he could be, but without

is;eppimz on somebady elsa’s toes

¢ process.

Guoss what? He's the same
way as a youth league coach,
according to those in the know.,

“I thought it would be a great
thing to work with kids,” ha said,
“It is. It'a ell the political
garbage that you have to deal

th — but we've done a pretty
good job,

*“To be a minor leaguo pitching
instructor would be a fantastic
job, Except that you have to
leave your family, -

-*The next best thing ia to bo a
Littlo League coach. They
bocome your frienda, I look for-

"ward to it ol! year long, all day

before a gamo and mapping out
‘a practice,

“Fun, That's what it's all
about.” .

It gots in your blood, which is
why another thought is planting
itsolf in tho back of the ox-major
!ongua pltchsl:'u mind: that he

a little more o

even whon hia

community,” ho said, "and they

Cobras trounce 3 straight opponents

sons reach high school age.

The North Parmi Wost
Bloomfield Cobras 12.year-old
trave!l baseball toam opened its
travel aeason with three consoc-
utiva.victories in late May.

THo regular-scason debut
resdlied in g 22-0 rout of Garden
City.on May 20 as Wingert,
Potry and Vitania combined for o
threehit pitching performance.

The offensivo punch won pro-
vided by Vitanis, who went 4-for-
5 with five RBI Zerbo was 2-for-
2 wth three RBI and Clark 2-

for-8; .
Tho Cobras dofonted tho South
Farmington Blues two days
later, 18-7. Darga, Faletti and
Lamb handled the pitching.
Pritry lod tha NFWB hittors,
going 5+for-6 with two RBI, Vita-
nis'pnd Wingert had threo hits
Vitanis had a pajr of dou-

The Cobras defeated Con-
cealod Security 16-8 on May 27,
Darga and Falotti held the Con-
cealod hitters in check with their
pitching.:

Zorbo went 3-for-4 with o
home run and four RBI,
Rodrigues, Petry, Pickons and
Darga chipped in two hita each.
Grossman played solid defonse
at shortstop after robounding
from an injury. .

‘Tho team's rocord is 18-3.

‘The Cobras started tho soason
by winning a tournament in
Clarkston in early May, awecp-
ing five games by a combined
seoro of 65-7.

In divisional play, tho Cobras
defoated tho Anchor Bay Anguls
16-0, tho Rochestor Angels 10-0
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¢

‘The next best thing Is
to be a Little League
coach ... | look forward
to it all year long.’ :

Dan Petry -

former Detroit Tiger pitcher

“I'm not so sure I wouldn't
want to stay active,” ho said.
“Just because they're gone, I'm
not s0 sure I wouldn’t take
another team. That way you
wouldn't have any conflicts (of
intorest).”

Petry docan’t have any con-
flicts, He's probably harder on
his son than any other player,
just to ehow there's no
favoritism,

But what alse would you
expact from a guy who also
wants to make sure his sponsor
and assistant conches got the
credit due them.

He's been conching 'with Randy
Rodriguez of Novi, who grew up
in Redford and played collegiate-
ly at Texas Christian, since he
began coaching Matt's team.

Hie other coaches are Torry
Lamb, Joo Falleti and Jim Darga

while tho sponsor {s Bill Clark, §
who owns Quadrant, Inc.,, 8 con-

atruction firm based in Wixom.

- Potry wants to make sure thoy
get the credit thoy desorve. And
that's a credit to him, too.

and the Clarkston Riverdogs 11-
1. The games against Anchor
Bay fantured nine consecutive
strikeouts by Cobra pitchors.
NFWB dofeated the Oakland
Sox 7-4 in o semifinal gamo.
Darga and Lamb combined to

shut down tho Sox hitting J
attack, and Clark atroked a koy [

bases-loaded doublo.

In tho championship game, the
Cobras defeated tho Shelby
Sharks, 12-2. Wingert and Vita-
nis handled tho pitching duties
while Petry sparked the offonse
with a bases-loaded triple.

The tournament hitting nttack

wan paced by Wingort (.700), |

Clark (.643), Vitanis (,656) and
Darga (,645).

Clark led the team with 13
RBI; Zerbo and Petry knocked in
soven runa cach, Darga acored
11 runs, Zerbo cight.

@Gigegiate from page D1

Solects and Downriver Adray,
Tho now league gives tho threo
tenms remaining from the LCBL
@ now leaso on life. Teams drop-
ping out in rocent yoara left the
leaguo’s future undecided before
tho merger. .
Lyle Trudell of the Livonia
Parks. and Recreation Dopart.
mont i{s glad thoso troubles are
past tenss. Tho now leaguo also
has dropped somo of the residen-
¢y roquirements for cach team.
“Past troublea I think were not
80 much reality as they wero cre-
ated by individuals just talking,

trying to find problems,” Trudell
- said. “Most of thoss indivuduals
are gone now.” -

Each team plays a 28-game
round-robin schedule and each
game counta in the
ings. The winner of the Colle-

final stand- -

whoso high school toam was to
play in a Class A district 24
hours carlier.

Borryman oaid it’s a droam,
not an inconvenioncs, to have
two sensons overlap.

“To me I'vo died and gone to
Hoaven,” Berryman aaid.

The road tripa to Windsor will
be nothing now for tho Rams,
who made the trip several times
last yoar. It's hard to go tho
ontire season without visiting
the 0.

Thoy botter romembor to have
;:xinugh chango loft to cross the

dgo. .

*My wifo June said ‘I thought
we were just stopping for o
minute.’ I lied,” Borryman said,
*I love thoso Candadian games,
but I donated to tho Canndian
economy about 100 bucks.”

's son, Brian, a Red-
ford Union grad and Univer-

giate Division will be cligible for
a berth ta "‘E Al'. A icp

national champlonship in John.
stown, Pa., d oll,

aity of Michigan player, is on the
Rams’ Jroater. His status is

‘There will be no league play-
offs, Trudell said.

Ford Field will be the sita of
doubla-honders on Wednosd
and Fridays and four games on
Sundays.

‘The Rams' firat weckeng of
play is a busy ono for Berryman,
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» sinco he just

got picked to play in a woodon
. bat league in Columbus, Ohio,

John Moraitis, tho long-time

Little Caesara coach, has the-

samo title with Livonin Adray,
Miko Goorge, the former

Madonna University coach,

coachos DCI. Hines Park again

P175/80R-13

*70

will be coached by Dave Carroll,
Moraitis hopes the new teams
bring the leaguo recognition.
“I'm not donig hand springs.,
but I like baseball and I'm com- .
petitive and like to be nround
allplayers,” Moraitis said.
“There are moro teams to play. '
Evoryone has to play the sama , ;-
amount of times. ] have a a
docont team. We'll be compotis"
tive. I got about seven or cight !
pitchers,” .
Berryman played na a colle- .»
gian in the lato 1960s for o team: -+
sponsored by Redford Township
in tho Dotroit Free Presa
League, which played some of:- 4.:.

games at Ford Field,

-

o
a wooden-bat lenguo, but alao
knows you must crawt before you ',
can walk, e
*It was big time baseball back !
thon,” Berryman said. “My recol- -
lections aro the hill would bs ;|
lined with peoplo in chairs. My. ..
hope is that you're going to sce
somo of the beat Jocal collego
playera in the area playing baso-
ball. My team is a hodge podgo .
from all over, From Diviison I, II.
and III those are good collego -
ballplayers.”
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