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George soars to new eights

BY CHRIS MAYER
PTAFF WRITER

2. Once-in-a-lifetimo opportuni-
tiea aro rare. And tho oncs that
do sneak up on ua are usually
difficult to ignore,

« Rob George knows how qulck-
Iy the dircction of ono'a life can
c¢hange, The 24-year-cld
Franklin, Mich., native, juat six
Years removed from his days at
Birmingham Seaholm High
Bchool, has discovered aerial ski
jumping and it appears to agroa
with him, -

. Surrqunded by more well-
known U.S. Freestylo Ski Team
members, George placed 12th
overail cut of 21 jumpers in the
men'a aerial competition at the
1897 U.8, Freestyle Ski Cham-
pionships held this past Morch
in Maine, It was quite an accom-
plishment considoring.George
wap not a mombor of the U.S.
national team, his limited back-
ground in the aport and the fact
he did not bave trainer the paat

ar, . K .

Gdorge's two' Jumps earned
him a combined 131.86 peints,
and somo well-deserved atton.
tion, So much in fact that
Georga recently learned he has
been granted “special” atatus
within the U.S. Freestyle Ski
Team program.

“I called evoryone in my family
and gave them tho good news,”
George snid. *It means I can
train with the national squad
and I'll get invited to do pretty
much what they do. And in the
winter if I land my jumps and do
woll at national team camps, I
could get a shot to go to the
Olympic qualifiers.

“I guess you could say I'm on

. sort of & developmental team, 1
wasn't going to ask for this, but
I'm so glad it happened.”

Acrizla is acrobatic ski jump-
ing and there are two forms:
upright and inverted.

Upright aerials are a vorsion
where the competitors are not

Flylng high: Franklin native Rob George has taken to
the thrilling ~ and sumetimes dangerous - sport of
inverted aerial jumping. Shown here upside down dur-
ing a jump, George placed 12th in the men’s aerial
event at the 1997 U.S. Freestyle Championships.

creative combinations of scissor- thrown out. ° .
like daffys, spread eagles or heli- Incidentally, freestyle was a
coptor aping, demonstration sport in the 1988

Goorge, on the other hand,
deals with inverted seriala.
These involve multiple flips and
twists performed on skia at
haights of moro than 40 foot
from tho ground. To reach this
height, aerialists ski down an
inrun ond eki off precisely
formed jumps that appear to
launch them setraight up.
Jumpors then land on a very
ateep hill to lessen the impact of
landing from such heights,

Usually, the competitors get
two jumps and five judgea score
the jump on takeofY, form, execu-
tion and landing. The scoro is
multiplied by the maneuver's
degree of difficulty, while the
jump is weighted 20 percent
takeoff, 50 porcont oxecution
and 3Q percent landing. Two

Wiater Olympics and has now
rocoived full-medal status for
aerials and moguls.

Goorge, whose prior skiing
experience includoed a stint on
the Seaholm boys team, bocame
engrossed with aerial jumping
when he attended a summer
wator ramp camp two years ago
in Lake Placid, N.Y. The camp
was o training facility for doing
inverted aerials and frequented
by members of the U.S.
Freestylo Ski Team, -

The camp simul, inverted

Iwas an quickly.” .
Georgo moved to Lako Placid
one yoar ago where his dedica-
tion continues to bo unrivaled.
In fact, the 1,927 jumps he
attompted ono summer is an all-
time record at the Lake Placid
training facility.

Georgo made the transition to

_anow, and this past winter com.

pated in.men’s aerial compoti-
tions in Lake Placid and Quebec
City, Quebec ns part of the
North Amorican Championshipa
{NORAM) circuit. Ho captured
his first “podium” by placing
third in Quebec, deapite icy con-
ditiona and landing hard on his
side after one jump, and wound
up finishing 17th overall out of
46 compotitors in the final
NORAM i

He also captured the sixth and .

final qualifying spot at the U.S.
National Qualifiers in March,
enabling him to have a success-
ful run at the U.8. Freostyle
Championships.

Waas he nervous for tho finala?

*Not at zll,” George said. “For
me, I wasn't going to be one of
the top finishers, so I just want-
ed to go out and have fun and do
the best I could. And I really
nailed my second jump,”

Georgo is now in a wait-and-
sec moda, He'll stay in Lake
Placid and continuc hias job
working at a loca! Holiday Inn
and, of course, training.

“You can't beliove what an
opportunity this could be,”
Georgo snid. “You sacrifica a lot
to do this, like relationships and
8o forth, and it can wear on you,
but I'm going to keep going and
keep practicing those jumps.”

. Eirminghumfs Ian

acrial jumping*using basically a-
steop, mat-covered wooden hill
and a large pool for landing, I
loved it,” said Georgo, who at the
time was a student at Plymouth
State College in New Hamp-
shire. “I found myself driving
three-and-a-half houra to do it.

extra judges gauge the landing,
allowed to flip. Manouvers are gngd t.ﬁ'e }531 undglow scores are It was really exciting to me and
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Ed hag been named to
the 1998 U.S. Freestyle Ski
Team. The 40-year-old Edmond-
son, tho acro silver medalist at
the World Freestyle Ski Cham-
pionships in Iizuna Kogen,
Japan in February, was one of
12 men named to the “A™ sqund

by Coach Wayne Hilterbrand.
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WHITMORE
LAKE
* Single-family
ames
* Conveniently
located between
Brighton and
Ann Arbor
* A great home
value at a pricc you
] canafford
il » Homes avaitable for
immediate occupancy

From the $120%

The Women’s Mctropolitan
Golf Association conductod its
third tournamont of the scason
Wednesday st Pine Valley.
Joong-Sook Yoo of Bloomficld
Hills carded an 81 for the low
scoro (low gross) in the champi-
onship flight.

Low Gross — Jeong-Sock Yoo
(Bloomficld Hills), 42-39-81;
Second -~ Karen Hucbner
(Grosse Ilo), 42-41-83; Low Not -

. Gail Trepicono
(Northville), 86-
1075, :

dat Flight
Low . Gross -

Hills), 48-40-88;
Sacond - Diano Murphy (Mota-
mora) 47-48-80 and Coleste
Raoney (Royal Onk), 47-43-80;
Low Not - Bernadet Blitz
(Mount Clemens) 82-17-76 and
Sara Orwick (Royal Onk), 94-19.

5.

Znd Flight i

Low Qross — Rose Devine
{Frasor), 45-46-90; Second —
Sandra Burns (Warren), 46-46-
81; Low Neot — Karon Condino
(Warren), 84-23-71,

dnd Flight :

. _Low Gross - Beverly Suddath
(West Bloomfield), 52-50-102;
Second ~ Esther Ridas (Port
Huron), 62-61-103; Low Not —
Virginia Kerngis (Washington),
104-27.77. '

(Next: June 4 at Faulkwood
Shores} .

WOMEN'S SUBURBAN
{At Hilltop GC)

Low Qr Caroline
Bininger, 87; Pat Moyors, 89;
Low Net — June Wright and
Kathy Heinlen, 74; Diane
Waznoy, 76, :

Low Qross — Sue Beaton, 101;
Pat Henke, 106; Low Net -
Poggy Osip,'76; Pat Wilson, 78,

GIN,

E. of US-23, 8 Mile to Main  *

St. 10 East Shore Dr.

BRIGHTON
* Single-family home
community
* Newly-designed 3 and
4 bedroom homes
* Brick exteriors,
. two story foyers
* Beautiful half-acre
homesites
* Homes available for
immediate occupancy
From the $170’s
5. of Hyne Rd., W, of Ol
US-23, Closed Thundays

IITMIORE LANE
* Sneak preview our newess
zond: ms ' .
Ranck and' 1 1/2 story plans:
main floor master suite, firse foor

* Mainumince-frce lifesiyle
From the $120%
Ecof US-23, 8 Mile to Main Si. to Eauy
Shor Dr.
Closed Thursdays

(313) 4499014,

=t

. * Maintenance-free

e First floor laundry
! » Convenient to
'USs23

. * Homes available for

HOLES-IN-ONE .
* Robert Fryo aced tho third
hole at Beech Woods Golf
Courso in Southficld and shot 48
for the round. .
* Richard Thomaa scored on
ace on fifth holo at Evergreon
Hills in Southficld. Ho ahot 40
for nino holes. .t
* Ralph Battle aced tho ‘scv-
enth hole at Evorgreen Hilla en
» route to a nine-hole round of 52;

" REC YIME'
The'Eccentric publisheq.
tho' “Recraattan Cantoer'”
every Sunday in Sports [n our.
.Blrmingham-Bloamfield;
Famington, Southflold-Lath-

rup, West Bloomfleld, Lakes,”
Troy and Rochaster oditiohs. "

- * This page tocuses on
non-zchool-~rolated adult
activities in hopes of provid-
ing our roadess with an
aclive, upboat 1ook at the
community recreation and.
ness scene.

* To submit results of co

etition, itams for the Rec
. Roundup or locai story ideas;
call stalf writer Chris Mayor
at {249) 901-2589, fax him
material at (248) 644-1314 or
wrile him ‘at: The Eccantric’
Sporte’ Dopartment, 605 £;
Maple, Blrmingham, 480

-»'Photos, with complste
identlfications inctuding
addrésses and phone non<
-bars of those pictured are
encouraged. Onlr the towns
of residence wlll be pub-
lished;» . ;* . . T

‘Pleasa participate In'thg

lecreation Center and let’ud

know . what. you - think- of

‘what's'presénted, We wel:

- come. your suggestions on
nient

uple of all
thie ealne af o well

WATERFORD

* Single-family homes
on wooded home-
sites

¢ Lakcfront private
park and deck for
swimming

* Custom lakefront
homes also available
From the $130%s

On Hospital Rd.,
S, of Elizabeth Lk, Rd.

(810) 681-0096

HARTLAND

* * Brand new huxury

condominiums

lifestyle
¢ Tiwo bedtoom/
two baths

immediate occupancy

From the $140%s
East of Hartland R4,

N. of M-
Closed Thursdays

(810) 632-6497




