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Wour firat roaction to Frod.
Sgndback’a sculpture at the Uni. »
vmity "of Michigan Museum of .

n Ann Arbor might bc is
thi !.ll thero is?

Single strands of ncrync yam
trhce lines forming a series of
fivio rectangles in the apso of the'
mpuoum. From afar, the art
wark {s undotectable, but step
cldser,

The sito-specific sculpture
repponds to tho architocture as
Sqndback stratches yarn from
orfe point toggnother, hugging

£

gles meant to free
encourage exploration,

Black yarn lying axlimt ono,
fldt wall caresses a shadaw.and’
cryates another shadow, echoing
inflentations in plaster,

Near the bottom of the curved
walls, the native New Yorker
taltly stretches rust, black and
polo bluo yarn botween tho outer

- edRos of tho walla almost like a .
tightrope. The atrands bocome in a spaco. These are very ethe- white, Sandbac) lat
odgos of imaginary planes as real ideas, That art is for every- use of color. Which would com-
Sandback challeniges viewers to.  body.” plemont, contrast and draw
intoract with the ¢ and  Sandback took into id viowers in?

lls with open-onded rectan. |
the mind and

Artist’s yarn strmgs Viewers along

R - ) wmm
Yarn work: New York artist Fred Sandback ponders

how he will transform the University of Michigan

Museum of Art Apse with-simple lines of yarn,

cross the barrier just Tlike Alico
when she went through the look-
ing glasa.

“It's minimal art,”. said
Annotto Dixon, curator of West-
erp art nt the University of
Michigan Musoum of Art. “It's
very, vory simplo, but themn a
lot of int ity

* major portion of tha four doys it

tion & number of factors before
beginning the work. Ho spent a

took to complete the work, think.
ing. Sandback know he wanted"
to crento awaroness of tho space
as it.relates to our minds and
bodies. Since his art ia typxcully
installed in galleries p

vesiding in the aubtle intorplays
that the ortist sots up botweon
two and three dimensions, colors
and play of light and shadowa,

The yarn forms a three dimen-

sional figure, 8o all of a audden 1
atart to sco this wall differently.”

Io the late 18608 when Sond-
back was a graduate atudent at
the School of Art.and Architec-
ture at Yale Univorsity, Mini.
malism and Conwptuu] Art were*
alf the rage os artists strove to
reduco forms and rid their work
of the artiat's presence or person-
al touch, For the Jast 30 years,
Sandback pursued ita ideals.

“Sandback was one of the early
minimalists in the 18808 with
Donald Judd and Frank Stella
roacting againat Abatrnct

-and th
alism in that art,” snid Dixon.
‘Minimnllsu wanted art to bo
ure and
Sandback’s matorinls arc 8o
homey. He wanted, like all mini-
malists; to brmg art down from
its pedestal.”

Dixon admita the {nsml]nt!nn
has recoived mixed reactions. -
Historically, Minimealism and
Concoptual Art-have a]wnyn
drgwn controversy. .

“It évokes oxtremes from

* understanding and intrigue to is
that all there is?" eaid Dixon,
“The idea of oxtreme simplicity
is #till shocking to us 30 years
later, It. causes peoplo to ques-
tion is this art? This is right on
tho edge, extremely daring. 1
think, it's definitely art. It shows
how close art and real lifo can
be. A literal ‘in our world art,’ it
challenges mo to look closely.”

Is the yarn the sculpture or
does it define the space as the
art work? That is for viowers to
decide. Sandback’a gamesman-
ship ia quietly clear,

“Ia the sculpture our spnco?'
asked Dixon. “There's o penctra-
tion botween art and real life.
You'ro tracing a geametric figure

CABLE

inspires ploy. It
to go up to it. He's working thh
our bodies and the way we per-
ceive things out in the world.

B of the multiple light
sources, the yarn croates shad-
ows that scem to bend.”
Sandback also tock into con-
sideration the original use of the

_building dedicated in 1910, An.

alumni effort, the structure
memorijalized Civil War and
8 can war dead.
“The building didn't become a
museum until 1846 so ho wanted
his art to roflect thut, ‘the way
it's in a sanctuary,” said Dixon.
“He was reapecting
and thon, Apse were used in
ancient Roman architect:
church architocture.”
Because of the palette and
subtle interplay between light
shadow and the curved an
flat walls, the sculpturs docs not
dominate the space. It's in bal-
ance with tho tecture.
- *“Fred Sandback's art is very
quiet,” eaid Dixon, “It doesn’t hit

' you over the head. The viewer

has to be pationt. I soe some-
thing npaw every time I walk
rough.”

“It's ono of the most radically
simple of his designs,”
Dixon. “It's oxtromely daring.
There’s a real element of play in
Sandback's work.

snid

His nrt

An itled diptych by Spand-

back hangs on a separate wall

priorto entering the.apse. The
tense-filled bas roliof is the oppo-
sito of space and light and lends

yot nnother view of the artist,

Dark end heavy, the work

- roverses the minimal mass and

imal void of the

ey
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and proves Sandback knows
there is more than one way to
draw a line,

THER'S DAY
DINNER SPECIAL
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Through the Looking Qlass .
Whntx An installation of aculpturo by Now Yark nrtut Fred| -
Sandback.  Admission is freo, .
Whon: Through Sopt. 28. Houra arc 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Tucuduy K
through S day; until 9 p.m, Thuraday; and noon to 6 p.m. Sun-|:
day. Clowd July 4.
Where: of Art, 526 South su-w
Stroot in Ann Arbor, For information, call (913) 764-0385.
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4 Grand Opening Celebration. . .

Sun.. June 22 58 p.n.

Mexlcal\ﬁ’arder\s II

. Fo:medyThe Logacy Rostaurant :
Ciown« Puuummmoummm-em 1Tt
Medcan Beer and Appattzor Samping N
38600 Grand River Ave. :
- batwoon Halsted & Drake Rds.,

FARMINGTON

(248) 474-8417 -

B CARRY OUT AVAILASLE
Sun.-Thurs. 11-10
Fr. & Sat. 11-1%

. The Larco Family' Tradmon
’ is now in Livonlal
L Offedn Four Star Dln!n
‘at Prices You Can Afford V
. "« AFull Service Bar
R « Italtan Combo Specials .
* * All-You-Can-Eat Pasta Specials
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15800 Middlebelt * Livonla

(North of 5 Mile) 313-522-5600

Hours; Mon.-Thurs, 11-10; Fri, 11-11; Sat. 4+11; Sun. 4-8 porm
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(810) 380-6590 MICHIGAY NERITAGR 73
212110 1 erty Rond al B Mille, Anngal Porerntage Wed b ffovthe axof Al 21, 1907, vy
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POOL & PATIO
- FURNITURE CENTER!

l.owest prices are Just the beglnnlng Come in and be sulprlsedl

* Spas & Tubs
* Accessories

ANN ARBOR
3500 Portiac Trall
Ann Arbor, M148105

313/662-3117

* Patio Furniture
* Swimming Pools
* Pool Supplles

.« Largest Selection
" In Southern Michigan

POO; § Patio g |1

]
P T e o’

Store Hourss Mon., Thurs. & Trl, 10-8; Tacs. & Sat, 10-6; Sun. 12-4; Closed Wed.

Cornwell Pool & Patio
carrles the nation’s most.
elegant brands and
models of outdoor
furniture — Winston,
Grosfillex, Homecrest,
Hatteras, Woodard
wrought Iron and
aluminum ... and morel

PLYMOUTH

313/459-7410
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