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Huwald Berenbon is an clectri-
«~¢al engineer and frec-lance writer
who lives with his famxly in West
Bloomfield,

DYHOWARD BERENnoN

Il' you're considering a fnmﬂy
trip to Las Vegas, because you'vo
.-beard that it's now a place for
.kl.da as woll a8 adults, you may
w:ml to reconsider, Take them to
sney. World, the Grand
nyon, thoe San Diego Zoo, on a
'.meﬂy cruigo, or any other desti-
-"nintion, Wo opted to take our
" *Winter break week in Las Vegas,
" with the same family of four we
© traveled with last year, Our
- 'friends’ two girls (ages 8 and 10)
~ gat along fabulously with our

) two daughters (ages 2 and 6).
e Thcy toke thom undoer their
v wings liko little mothers and
.keep them occupied for hours,
usually at restaurants ae well as
on family. trips. Since our last
winter break trip went well to
-Dianoy World in~ 1998, we
thought we'd try Las Vegas with
. 0 one-weck stay at the Excal-
- jbur, one of several hotols claim-

1 . ing kid friendliness.

y~Not that we were eager to
: gnmblo, but a trip to Las Vegas

was tempting because it has

;imore activitiea for kxdn than cver
bel'om and is relati

as inoxponsive foed. Unfortu-
nately, we found several minor
and some major problems with
our stay that you can avold by
not visiting Las Vegas with your
kids, despite tho latest travel
advisorics that “it's a family
place”

The ‘kids side of Lus
Vegas |

True, Las Vegas is more family
friendly than ever bofore with
theme hotels like the Excalibur,
its extorior a medioval castle,
and.the Luxor, a replica of an
Egyptian pyramid with the
Sphinx at its entrance, They are
sights to see. Circus Circus,
owner of the Luxor and Excal-
ibur, is the original hotel built
some 20 years ago with kids in
mind. It's at the north ond of the
Strip with circus acts daily and a
midway one floor above the casi-
no. The kids can win stuffed ani-
mals and toys, or.lose dollars
playing carnival games while
their parents are gambling their
day away at the casino below.

Cireus Circus has a five-acre
themo park called Grand Slam
Canyon with a roller coaater that:
winds its way around tho
enclosed park and activities for
kide of all agoa. It fentures a
dinosaur oxhibit as well as
and storea to patron-

. 8lve to visit with great room
»’rates, bargain round trip air-
. fm'en and hotel puckngea a8 well

Luxor: The family gathers beneath the xm;uosmé sculp-
tures at the Luxor in Las Vegas. Left to right, Irving
Berenbon, Becky Berenbon, Leah Klein, Sarah Beren-

bon and Howard Berenbon.
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ize. There are even fros kid
shows' (we saw the clown act
twice). and a play arca for
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younger kids with n sandbox and
climbing gyms.

The Excalibur (oponed in
1890) has a kids nctxvity area
(similar to the Circus circus mid-
way) called the Fantasy Faire
with medloval thome carnival
games ono floor below the casino
and kids shows above, near the
restaurants and shopsa. MGM
Grand Hotel also offers some fun
Rr kids, boaides their Grand

dventuro theme park (which
was a disappointment), thoy
offer an arcade and the King-

" Looney activity center (a baby-
sitting placb) for kids ages 3 to

2, MGM Grand Adventuros
only hed a total of eight rides
that we counted, and only two'
wore acceptable- fur kids under
42 inchos, They were mainly
water type roller consters and we
asaw bungeée jumping, not auit-
able for, our.kids. And the MGM
back lot tour (we had hoped to
take) was not longer available.
We wera also disappointed at tho
. Luxor because the King Tut's
Tomb tour (with a boat zide on

- tho Nile River) was closed for

reconstruction, A guard said that

g they had styuctural probleme
-yand it was no longer safe to ride.

¥iLes Vegae has its share of
museums to keep kids enter-
tained as well as two malls on
the Strip, an Omnimax large
screen theater and a Wet ‘N’
Wild water pnrk.

_ Life in the casinos nnd on
strip

the

If you plan to stay at a hotel
with 2 casino and walk up and
down the Strip with your family
to see the lights and sights,
you'll notice a different side of
.Las Vogas; one you may not
‘want your kids to sce. We ended
.up exposing our kids to some of *
the unnppenling sides ul‘ Las
Vigas.

Actually, our first bad experi-
.onco was at the airpart. If you
haven’t been to Laa Vegas, you'll

 be surprised’ to firnd slot

machines at the airport, not too
far from the arrival and depar-

« +ture gates. The kids wore excited

to see the machines because they
look like video games and they
make a lot of noise. Sarah, my &6-
year-old, immedintely ran
-toward ono and stopped to look.

8o, without thinking, I gat out a
nickel and insorted it. Before I
had a chance to pull the lover,
Sarah beat mo to it. Immediate-
ly, a sccurity guard approached
us yelling, “Got away, got away.
It's against the law for anyone
under 21 to be.within 10 feot of a
slot machine.” Sarah is utlll talk-
ing about the incident, saying, *I
anid I was sorry.”

With this incident in mind, we
thought we may have a problem
at oyr hotel, especially when we
saw .the layout. There was

~almost no way to avoid the casi-

no to get to your hotel room or
tho restauranta. There ware
oven slot machines in the hall-
way lending to the towers. You
could avoid the casino by walk-
ing a block around the outside of
tho hotel to the front and take
the elevator-to the restaurant
lcvol but that’a inconvenient.

Wxth the exception of the Luxor,
thie dther nine or 10 hotels wo

“ visited wqulrcd a stroll through -

thio ¢asino to get to the restau-
rants. Also, once inside the
hotéls, we had to search for the
hapdicap aécess ramps (for the
strollers) that were not usunlly
near:tho steps down to the casi-
no. And one other unbeliovable
note. The Excalibur’s rooms only
had showers: no bathtubs. Kids
don't usually take showers.
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Vegas at
night: The
Excalibur is:
Jjustoneof &
the many =
Las Vegas « H
hotels and

;- casinos that;
light up the i
sky at nigh

"'lt'fv

Ceeeerusazye gn

PHOTON COUKTEST 0F LowAxn Branmon

The problem with walking’

through the casino for breakfast,
or at night, on tho way.to our
rooms, was that it was usually
crowded, smoke filled and we
had that problom with the slot
machinea calling the kids. At the
Excalibur, though, security was,
more polite and they just asked’
us to keep tho kids away frofn
the slots. Unfortunately, ng' a
small casino  we had another
bad experience. The security
guard yelled at my friend’s, 10-
year-old daughter just for stop-
ping at a machine. The slot
machines were right outside the
seating area and at tho entrance
to Burger King. Kind of hard for
kids to avoid.

Probaobly the worst display Las
chnn hos to offer was right on
the street near the hotels. They
were the strect beggars and
questionnble charity solicitors
asking for meney with whatever
lines that came to mind. One
man, obviously a vagrant, said
as wo walked past him near the
New York New York hotel, “You
have cute little girls. Can you
gpara some. money for poor
kids?" And to moke matters
worse, all up and down the Strip
there were-mon and women
posaing out the prostitute papers

. with pictures and descriptions of

whnt'g available for the potential

. For Traveling Dads

customer. Fortunately, they
nover handed them to our group,
but some of the papers ended up
on the sidewalk in full view fnr
all to sce.

Now I may be a bit touchy, nr
over sengitivo when it comes fo
my kids, but gotting scolded by
aecurity guards in casinos {gr
kids gnmng netrnctod to thom

fu in,

is just ridiculous. The solution is
to move the restaurants awdy
from the casinos, Also, strept
beggars ond prostitute promat-
ers have to disappear before-I
return to Las Vegas with my
family. Las Vegns is a fun place
for adults who like to gamble,
ent fnexpensively and enjoy
some great enterteinment, but
despite the vacation promotions
I've seen, it's not the fumlly l‘un
spot for me.
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and Exploring Grads
*Teavel Gear
= Business Bricfls
* Packs, Duffles,
Pouches

Visit Rand McHalty at: :
Somarset Collaction (810) sAs-n 70

Meadow.Brook Hall, Rochester (off Adams Rd south of Waljon Blod )
Fri. &Sat. 10-8 # Sun. 10- 6

@ FREE musical events featuring
Alexander Zonjic and Friends and others,
Sponsored by WQRS, Mueller's Sunrise € Garden MarketPlace

.\ Nursery and Eaton Nursery

_'1¢ Beanie Babies Garder: Treasure Hunt & Garden art from inlemationally recognized

Besnife Babies will be given aay

Jog 13- 15 ]

Adults; $7 « Kids (6-12) $3 « Kids under G: FREB
FREE Parking ¢ Cimesas Welcome

- & “Durango and Sﬂvedon" Garden Railway |
with “G” gauge model trains i

€ English Country House Boutique
Marshall Fredericks and Pewabic Pottery

The new Players Prestige™ Club at Casino -
Windsor™ and Northern Belle Casino™ is
a Slot Club that pays as you play. It's our

. way of rewarding you for your play, every
time you visit. The Players Prestige™ card’
opens up a whole new world of perks and
privileges. Every time you play our slots

by

and use your card, you'll move closerto*
qualifying for these exciting rewards:

* CASH BACK ¢ Complimentary Meals

» Gift Shop Discounts * Invitations to VIP
Parties and Special Events,

For more information call 1-800-991-7777
and ask for Casino Marketing.

thronughout the shotw

" { & Childrens Craft Center, Face Painting

& Playscapes, Sponsored by

I ObservecEsEecentreand Tandeshi & Assoc.
i _]urILd“An in thc Garden” forsale

Wll our web site: A Beantifusl Landscape Starls Here . . . www, landmpe.org wm

€ Gardening Seminars throughout the show-
Featured Speaker: Charles B. Thomas,’
. water gardening expert, author & owner of
Lilypons. Sponsored by ®boerver & Eceentric
& Beautifully Landscaped Gardens and moml

For Info: (248) 646-4992
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Must e 19 years or older. No purchase neceisary.
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