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STAPF PEOTO AT BILL, HANSIN
Base hit: Katrina Belcher, shown here swinging the bat during a recent Major Metro

Women's Softball Conference game, joined Southfield-based Close Encounters in the
mld-IQEOs. Close Encounters is coming off one of its best seasons ever. :

Maj or Metro delivers
hlt for women s softball

BY CHR.!BMAYER

' On this pight Jack Grul‘)“_a and

- of opposing teams. But wgothnr
they’ve helped cultivatc women's
-slowpitch softball in Michigan.

- Grubb, of Walled Lake, and
Powell, a Southfield teuhont.
are central fi figures in Michigan's
United States Sluwpltch Softball
. Association women's program
‘and the ultra-competitive
USSSA Mnajor Métro Women's
Softball Conference.

‘Thefr credentials are imprcs-
sive: Grubb is !ha longtime
USSSA state women's director,
president of the Major Motro
. Conference, manager of original
. Major Metro member Michigan
Cougars and a USSSA Mjchi,gan

tlehend.

swept a di
er from Grubb's Cougars last
Thuudny It meant two more

mgly proud of my players for the

commitment thny mnde to mo

nnd to Close E
B,

Razmig Boghikian, of
Southfield, scored a hole in one
at Glen Qaoks in Farmington

- Hilis May 28, Boghikian used an

8-iron to meo the 140-ynrd 16th
holo

Fnulkwood Shores was the lat-
ost stop on the Womon's
Metropolitan Golf Assaciation

circuit. Nancy
. Coyne, of Farm-
ington Hills, and
udy Kovalik, of
Bloomficld Hills,
wore among the
top finishors in
Wodneaday's
championship

flight,

Chempionship Flight

Low Gross ~ Janina Jacobs (St.
Clair Shores), 41-42-83; Second.
— Nancy Coyne (Farmington
Hills), 41-43-84; Low Not — Judy
Kovalik (Bloomfiold Hills), 90-
16-74.

dat Flight
Low Groes - Sara Orwick
(Royal! Oak), 49-44-93 and

- Colesta Rooney (Royal Oak), 48-

45-93; Second — Shirley Easter-
brooks (Milford), 498-45-98,
Diane Murphy (Mctamora), 50-
48-98 and Judi Stutzman (Hunt.
ington Woods), 48-60-98; Low

Pontmc nmdon! angy zmm-
and B d Hi

Not - Ruth Kaal (Grasse Pointe
Woods), 99-21-78,

Low Qross — Rosc Deviue
{Frasor), 46-47-93; Second ~
Phyllis Gromacki (Rocheater
Hills), 51-47-08; Low Net -
Louise Baldino (Warren), 100-
25-75 and Jo Pashck (Madison
Heighw). 100-25-76.

Low Oron - Mary Kranich
(Harrison Township), 51-61-102;
Second ~ Jo Churan (Warren),
66-47-103; Low Net — Esther
Ridan (Port Huron), 111-34-77.
OUTINGS -

@ The inaugural “Hole For
Hope' golf fund-raiser-and
ailent auction to benefit the
Hope Network, S.E. is s¢t for
Wedneaday, June 26 at Shenan-
donh Country Club in West
Bloomfield.
hEvont procoeds will mmmt m
t of

roflle. Participants also receive
the opportunity to bid on exclu-
nivo golf items, recreationnl
packages and autographed Pio-
tons memorabilia at a cocktail
party and silent auction.

For sponaorship information
or to register n foursome,.call
Heather Tiffany at (248) 334-
3454, o

o The 17th annual March of
Dimes Colobrity Golf Clush)

Club in Lake Orion,

A $400 entry feo entitles Iny-
crs to a round of golf en Indinn:
woud’s Old or Now Caurse, a golf
cart and uso of the locker room, -
brunch, lunch and a dinner buf

ot.

Corpornto fivesomes are’ nvzu]~
able for $2000. Proceeds help
the Mareh of Dimea reduce
infant mortality anpd blrth
defocts th h research,

resldential programs for individ-
uals with disabilities and chron-
ic mental illness throughout
Onkland-and Macomb countics,
Hope Notwark, S.E. currently
overaces 10" residential pro.
grams in those two arens. -

Cost is $160 per person and
golfers will enjoy 18 holes of golf
with a cart, lunch, dinner and a

Donnpa Olson plnccd fifth and .

sixth, reapoctivo-
1y, during Tuos.
doy’s ITT Automo-
tive Detroit Grand
Prix womon'a 5K
Run on Belle Isle,
Race results fol-
low below.
FIMAK RACT ATHATS
(Windsor, Ovlarie)

wins for the two-ti
Major Metro ch coming

they finished atop the
ki in 1996, Close

off ono of their beat seasond
ever. .

The tradition continues

It's funny how athletic squads
dovise teama names,

“Close Encounters evolved in
1980, and the team name came
from tho popular movie,” Powell
said, “Star Wars and Close
Encounters of the Third Kind
were two of the big movies of
that time, and I can remember
wo wero inside a sporting goods
store looking for uniforms and
trying to think of o team name,
Those two movio titles came up
and one of the p]uyorn choue
Close E:

,Hall of Fame i

category); Powell managea the
“preatigious Southfield-based
: Close Encounters and is a véter-
: an eonference official,
Both men take great pride in
‘thoir accomplishments and
‘thosa made by the state's
: USSSA women's program. There
:are ovor 1,000 USSSA-rogis-
. tered teams in Michigan com-
: pared with the 10 toams and
dwindling tournament numbers
. Grubb faced whan ho nsaumed
> eontrol of the p
i 'The Soﬂball Cxty based Major
Mctro Conforence, currently
'enjoying its 16th uennnn, is the
. state’s premicr wamen's softball
ileague 6nd the socond oldest
nximng league in the womon's

1:USSSA program. Players from”

Ookland, Wayne and Macomb
v cauuho;- some have even come
*from Lanslng. and Kalamazoo —~
.graco this talent-laden travel
; league, and many of the teama
“often ligure in the national
USS8SA rankings, Somo, like
i Close Encountors, éven gain .
; national championship atatus, .
“There are a lot of playors out
hero that want to play, but they
just have to have a placo to
-play,” Grubb uaid. “They have to
“hnve lengues to play In and tour-
namenta to go to and you have
£o make it mumshng for them.
Theso are talonted, dodicated

m!h]uiad A lot of them would

ere eight daya. Tho majority of
these playera never get tired of
-playing.

Ry 'Any\vhore thib Joague ‘goes
tlm teamp and players: get

,r_cnpect," he added. “Poople
-nround tho state knaw about tlie
league and they know ‘about
‘teams like Close Encounters.” *

Incidentally, Powell's Lady

4

N ‘Last year was proba-’
bly the most rowarding
soason of all. That ™~ -
team was conslstent,
came to play every day
and was very success-

ful In tournament play.’

John Powell

—Close Encounters manager

In its 17th official acason,
Close Encounters is recognized
ns ono of the oldest and guccess-
ful existing softball clubs in the
tri-county aren.

“Wa're just like one big fami-
ly,” sald Katrina Belcher, who
came .on board in 1983 and has
playcd every field poaition
except catchor. *Other teams are
always gunning to beut Clase
Encounters, but we'vo earned

© that tradition.”

Indecd, Powell's closo-knit
toams have always excelled on
the diamond - particularly the
provious threo seasons.

@ Close Encounters posts &
58-28 record and places in tho
top 10 in mno tnumnmonts in
1994.

I The 1996 senson resdlts in a
49-22 mark, Tho teom secures
Major Motro-and state champi- -
onships, a.third-place. finish at
the USSSA' Grgqat. Lakes
Women's B Divisional Tourna-
ment, and for second consecittive
year a No.'2 ranking in the
Clnss'B Top 20 Nationnl USSSA
women's division,; ' .

B In 19986, the"; xmworhouau
Lndy Encounmra captum thc
coveted No, 1

-Famo

Encounters began play this son-
son at.the Class A lovel to abide
by USSSA rules. The team stood
4-2 in tha Major Metro as of

h—u.!l.lhnﬂmm)
Tygiros, 33, (Walied Lake)

2, Troy) -
25, Maurven MeWilliama, 34, (flochestar)

2 Busan

munity services, advocacy
education, ?
Jacobson’s is sponaoring tha
event, which attracts sports figr
ures spanning soveral erng,
prominent local dignitaries, and
various corpornto leaders,
Call Patti Radzik of the Ma
of ‘the Dimes Southeast Michi-
gon Chapter at (248) 423-3200
for more information. .

8. Lori Burkow, 42, (Wset Bloomfield] "

92, Bonaka |lumm, 48, (Wewt Blaorafiekd)

paign

Thuraday's gaines, and oll signs g ote )
point *. wnother AM- i 0, (vt
‘ Pm;ell‘ is csp‘nciuliy lo;:kmg 5. Linds P, 6, Devmfld iy 285
58, Amy Plper, 22, (Wost Blosfieid)

forwnrd to thn Aug. 2-3 Michi- | pmy Pl B Ao

fonat Tour- & pawa 280 Y 2 e n 8 e
nnmenl at Liberty Park in Star- . 75 Kaihiees Marchak, 35, (Wjeet Tloormfiold) 270 mmerman. 8,
ling Hoights. Other pnrtinent &1, Fllzabeth Thosmas, 80, (Farmington) Lettuer, 32, (Went Bloomfeld) 34

gvents include the women's stato
tournament Aug, 16-17 in Deay-
born and the Clasa A National
Tournament Aug, 28-Sept. 1 in

Kalamazoo,

“We're off to o slow start,”
Pawell said. “Bad weather has
canceled some games and wo
haven't had our wholo team
together on a :onsmunt basis,
but we know we're capable of
playing well. It's 'a noticeable
difference againat Class A
teams, but F'm confident we'll do
well. The Michigan N.LT. should
have some tremondous teams
and will give us a good indica.
tion whore we stand, "

. The.1997.Close Encountera
roster featurea: Bolcher;
Heathor Arioli; A.J. Ayers;
Karen Baird; Chris Bicknell;.
Yvonne D:wu Thoresa Gibson
(a 1993 USSSA Michigan Hall of
inductoe); . Colleen
Kmiecik; Teri Lepard; Kelly.
Line; Vicki Lucas; Kim Maher
and Wanda Peruski, Powoll is
also flanked by tap-notch assis-
tant conches Rick Bicknell and
Keith Edwards,

he or Metro Women's
Confargnce, the second |ongast' com|
petitive’league inthe Ualted. States]
Stowpltch . Softhall- Assoclation)
[women's program, kickod off Ils 15¢th|
season In Moy.
Conforoncs ganes take ploce|
Thursday evonings at Softball Clty, in|
Detrolt (Incotod off 8 Mlla Road fust!
cost of Woodward) and feoture two of
tho leagua’s origlnal squads =~ Soutl
flald-based Ciose Encaunters and
Walled Lake based Michigan Cougar.|
Tho seacon runy through mid-August,

[selending Major Motro chamalon,-ig
coming off & majestic 1906 soason,
Manoger John Pov:sli’s trpm rose’ to|
1he top of tha USSSA Womén's Clpss)
8 rankings, which Involve a polnt sys-
tam based on cveroll league lmd lwr
ramont performonnes,

1997, Citf2s In patenthosis repressnt;
«hom leens Afn based. ook for s
and resuity n the,

in Class B sind placo aecond w
a 7-2 record at the 24-team Di

.gional Tournasment in_Shop- °
- ‘herdsville, Ky.' The history-

making season also includes 54+
12 overall :md 24-1 Major Mctro .
records.’

“Last year was probably thc
mosat rewnrding scason of all,”
anid Powell, who played baschall
at  Morchouse College in
Atlanta and presently wurlm for
Comariea Bank. "That team' was
consistont, camo to play every
day and was very successful in
tournoment ploy. I was exceed-

]

nucrm:um Center,

Brlow #ro.ihe 13 teams tnst rnakn .
up the Motro Mejor Confarsnce for -/

Cleso Encountors, tho two-time| -

B9, Lorl Naswr, 34, (Parmingtonl

06, Rikn Jakupl, 32, (Parmingion)

" Fol. &St 108 « Sun, 106

E:’

Nursery and Eaton Nursery

throughout the show

& Playscapes. Sponsored by -

Meadow Brook Hall, Rochesler (©

ﬂ—mn musical events, fealurlng

- Alexander Zonjic and Friénds and others.
' (Sponsomd by WQRS, Mueller's Sunrise
Beanie Babies will be given away

@ childrehs Craft Center, Face Painting

®bsierver EsEecentrte and T:mdesld & Assoc.
© Juried “Artin the Garden” forsale

Visit our web silc A Beautlful Landsmpo Slarts Here

presentea' by

@ The New Dodge

6th Annual

MEADOW BROOK HALL
LANDSCAPE & GARDEN SHOW

eadow Brook Hall

Juve 13-15

il

$7 ¢ Kids (6-12):

'FREE Parking » Cameras Welcome

® “Durango and Silveton” Garden Rallway
with “G" gauge model trains,
@ Garden MarketPlace
& English Country House Boutique 5
& Beanie Babies Garden Treasure Hunt & Garden art from Internationally recognized |-
Marshall Fredericks and Pewabic Pottery |-
& Gardening Seminars throughout the show
' Featured Speaker: Charles B. Thomas,
water gardening expert, author & owner of
Lilypons. Sponsored by ©bseaver £ Eecentrc
@ Beautifully Landscaped Gardens and more! |-

For info: (248) 646-4992

dams Rd., south of Walton Blvd,)

. www.landscape.org wn

1. Keott bnlmnn
2 dimba Tioyd, 38, (Troy

$3 o Kids under 6: FREE B e

- Lt




