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What do you
want to ask
L. Brooks
Patterson?

Wae have an appointment with Onklnnd
County Executive L. Brooks Patterson on
Tucaday, Juno 17, and want to ask him your
questions,

8o, if thore's anything you want to know
about county government, here’s your chance
to get an answer from tho top.

We noed your queadnns by noon, June 17..

‘Wo'll take your them

aFax - (248) 644-. 1314

wPhone ~ (313) 853-2047

#Email - obrienm@oeonline.com

® Drop-off - Obsorver & Eccentric,

805 E. Maple, Birmingham, MI 48009.

Look for Patterson’s rosponses June 21,

IN THE PAPER

Stamp of approval: Farmington‘s
new postmaster likes her new
community. /A3

Beacon of hope: The Lighthouse of
‘Oakland County has been leading
the needy to a better life for 25
years. /AS .
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Towns combine

sales ever — including Christmas.

chrlstmas In June: Car! Thomas, owner of Sportalmage in downtown Farm-
ington, says the jerseys are a big seller right now; with the store’s biggest

Cash beneath our ngs

Cup-mania fuels
‘phenomenal’ sales
at town’s shops

B

Hockey season may be over for the
Detroit Red Wings, but it's still in
full ewing at local sporting goods
stores. .
Even befors the Wings clinched
the Stanley Cup on June 7, area
retailors have watched that team's
rod-and-white merchandise fly off
the shelves as nf the winga on the
logn were real.

+ “Sales are phcnnmennl * nid Carl

’I‘lmmns owner of Sports Image in [

downtawn, Farmington, .80 e

triple what Chnntmnn is, . This is
- the first time we’ve ordered mer-

chandise in the hundreds.”

‘Tho store carries everything fmm
the popular (T-shirts and jerseys
with players’ names lettered on the
back) to the unusunl (Red Wings dog -
leashes and rugs), There are also

M’&@mey
ad times,
not crimes

The owner of a fnlled
Farmington antique
store that arked
more than 0 police
complaints faced - b
charges Wednesday. - .

BY LARRY O’CONN [u:3 N f

'l'hu attorney for the owner ol' « failed Fnrm!ng‘.

© 1997 Beburbaa Communicatioas c-rp-m\q, .

ton antique store said hia client is being mude n. H

scapegoat.

Donald Stuart Sivyer, 44. who operated chlmry
Hill Antiques on Grand River, was arraigned on®
four felony counts of embezzlement of more lhun
$100 before 47th District Court Judge Fred Harria®
‘Wednesday, A plea of not guilty was entored. Pre-:
liminary oxam is uet for 8:30 a.m. Monday, Juno
23.

‘The charges stem from scparate cases uzknn out
of more than 80 police complainta from disgrun--
tled customera and dealors, who said they left
heirlooms — some worth thousands of doliars —
to be sold on consignment or repaired at Hickory
Hill but never received their money or items back,

Many complaints were made aftor the store
closed in April. Sivyer left in March and turned

Picnso seo CHARGES, AZ

Firm sues

Hills for not
rezomng land

« ¥

'-arm"?mm T ==

A Farmington H:lls compnny is suing the city
over ita refusal of a'proposed Kroger store at Nme
Mile and Haggerty ronda.

Tho Sclectiva Group, ownera of a l7-ucre sito
near that mtomccﬁnn, recently filed the lawsuit

to two r ions from thae city in its

in
nuompt to build a 63,000-squarg-foot’ Kroger

Big fani Santino Mateo, 8, of Farmmgtan
Hills browses through some shirts while
shopping with his mom, Rosann. He was

. chnllengm
g to fit ‘Konstantinov’ on an

store, which then would act as an anchor for o
adult small jersey ia kind of a trip,”

126,000-square-foot shopping center. Kroger is not.
a party to the suit.

their efforts on
youth program

BY 'ronnwwns .
AFY WRITERS

According to Nancy Bates, the borders eopa'mtins
Farmington and Farmington Hills should blur when it
comes to area kids.

Aa Hills mayor in 1993, Bates created the Commis-
sion on Children, Youth and Families to' provide recre-’
ational programe for middle schoolera. Thesa pro-
grams would provide activitics during the mi
prone hours botween when school lets out and parents
roturn hame from work.

Now, four years later,-Batos is a member of the
Hills city council that unanimously approved making
the commission a joint venture with the city of Farm-
ington at its meeting Monday night.

“When we started (the commission), we didn't want -

to exclude kids or sort kids out,” said Bates, *We did-

n't want to tell someone, “You can't be hero because

you live on the wmngmde of 11 Mile.™
Tho two citiea already shars commissions on aging
and the arts, so this step was o natural one, she said,
*From tho bngmnlng it’n boan very collnborntivo.
We have o wondi with P

and I'm sure we'll find
more ways to share,”

H ‘From the begin- City llt;adr; u‘xlxddad}:;-
nlng’ it's beon cators have hailed the
youth program for pro-

Vﬂl'y collabora- venting kids from getting
tive.’ involved in criminal
activities and for provid-

Nancy Bates ing healthy recroational
—councilwoman, and socinl opportunitics,

The program has sites at
the William Costick
Activities Centaor, the
Farmington Fomily YMCA, the ica arena at Foundors
Sports Park, and a recontly-opened one at Warner
High School.
Tho commission is curmntly funded by a $385,000
o-ycar grant that Farmington Hilla obtained nnd
atched with $200,000 from parks and recreation mil-
age funds. Howovor, that grant money ia expected to
:ense at the end of 1998,
t:n anticipation, the Farmington Hills Foundation

Farmington Hills

for Childron, Youth and Families wos croated with the
al of collecting enough money before that date to

provide an endowmont for the youth progrom after

the grant money rung out. The city would still provide

#ﬂ ahare ufﬁ'ndlng through the pt\rkn and recreation
:Ilngu

0 's biggeat is tho annual
énm\xcopln Hn]l which has taken place on 1 Novem-
?ur Saturday ln Farmington Hills for the past twa

! Ploaso nco YOUIH, AS

. B o~ R

said Thomas, "You havé to do it just
right.” -

Plonso sco WINGS, Ad

also looking for hockey trading cards. Santi-
no played hockey this year in the Mites Divi-
: sian whem his team was called Red Wings.

Dad’s day

szs appreciate their fathers

E‘Y MABY RODRIQUB

JIt's not just lxtt.ln girls heurt! that
belong to doddy. Boyl aro rather fond of
dear old dad, too,

Joo Schhwl, 11 of annlngton Hills is
the winner of Lhe Farmington Observer’s
essay contest for his 100-word pieco” on
“Why My Dad is the Best Dad.”

Joe, who just finished fifth grade at
Highmeadow Elomentary, wins a $50 gift
cumﬂcnw to tho Botsford Inn of Farm-

ington Hills. Hore is his essay: .

“Stwish, my dad helps me shoot my fi /' rat
Jump shot when I was 4. He helped me "
build my firat Lego set when I was miss-
ing pieces. I only have 100 words-to
describe how special my dad is to me, I
couldn’t describe how great he is in
1,000,000 words.

“On top of renchmg me, cooking
gourmet meals and caring for me, my dad ;
ia very involved in my after achool sports.

and coached my soccer team about eight
years, I wrote thia paper for one reason,
to reward my dad for being the best.”

Joo's mom, Sue-Schiavi, said she eried
when she rend his essay. Joo 5 the eon- .
plo's only child.

Another vory heartfelt essay came from .
Kristen Stack, 7, of Farmington Hills.
She wrote: "My du'd is special because he
plays with me a lot and he goes fishing
with me. My dad took me to the daddy
daughter dance even_though his legs were
hurt and he couldn’t dance very well and
he takes me out for dinner. He lets our
friends come over.a lot. He lets me help
him a lot and we watch TV together.”

Among the more reflective essnys were
those by of Stacey Schroeder and Jooy
Stack, both 11-year-old Farmington H)!la

. resldcnts .
Stacey wrote:
beat dad because he has given me the best

“I think my dad is the

He coached my football team lwo #easons

- Ploaso sco DAD, AZ

*The owners filed a suit chnl!enging the office
zoning of tho property, saying basically that was
not reananabln, said Farmington Hills City Attor-

Ploase sco MWBUII‘. Ad

Sure shot: Joc Schiavi and his dad, Tom, shoot hoops.
in the driveway, a memory that Joe wrote about in
part of his winning Father’s Day cantest entry.

First one in -

Mayar Aldo Vagnozzi filed pammns 'l‘uumlny
seoking ro-olection as mayor of Farmington
HlU!. Voters will fill tho job on Nov. 4,

* Vagnozzi said he has always belleved candi-
datos should let voters know their intontions
early, rather than ba coy or secrotive, *I hopa the
enrly filer catches the votes,” Vagnozzi qunppcd.

Awash with generoslty
Mnrk and Holly 0wcn nf Colontal Car Wash in
F for free car
wnohes to Farmingtan pu]lcu which in turn, will
pass thom out to motorists wcurmg their scat
belta July 3-5. .
“It should ba'a beost-to encourago peoplo to
woar their seat belts,” said Michasl Wiggins,
TFarmington Public Snfoty deputy director,

'FARMINGTON FOCUS

Mom sui’cty rowards

The Farmington Hills Pullco Dopartment just
recently began its Helmet Safety Incentive Pro-
gram. Uniformod police officers.will {ssue

.approximately 1,000 coupona to children wear-

ing helmota while rollorblading, skateboarding

or biking.
The aro di d by local h

and redeemable for various food itema such as

ice cream, kid's meals, French frics and a!‘hcr‘

fun treats.

‘Tho program wan doveloped to promoto helmet
use, encourago safely and reduce injuries. It ia
intended to suppl oxisting

<

policing programs, uccordmg to Chiof William
Dwyl:r. .

Merchants that helped to imploment this pro-
‘geain wero Tho Silver Dairy, 32923 Grand River;
McDonnlds, 24020 Orchard Lake; TCBY, 30088
Grond River; Burger King, 29208 Orchard Lake;
Mr: Pita, 28853 Orchard Lake; and Southland
Corporutmn 7-Eleven Stores.

The program in fun for officors whu *don't
often thoy got to give out tickets that encourage
a amile,” Dwyer said,

Additional merchants who wish to participato
in the program can call the Farmington Hills
Police Department Cr{mo Provention Section at
{248} 473-9640.
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