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For the last 15
' yoars, listening

partiess have
become routine

Motley Cruo.
Critica - sit

and drink while
- the Crue's new
album provides
background

- CHRISTINA
Fuoco

music,
To celobrate the return of
ainger Vinco Neil, the band
decided to do something a little

different — this time for its fans,

The foursome will travel to eight
cities including a stop at
Dotroit’s State Theatre -on-

Friday, June 20, and perform its’

new album *Generation Swine*
(Elektra) in fts entirety before it
hits stores Tuesday, June 24,

“We'rd playing the album in
tho order that it is on the album
from top to bottom. That's tha
show, If we get an encore we'll
come out and crank a couple
oldies,” bassist Nikki Sixx said
fucetiously.

After cach show, a local DJ will
host a question and answer peri-
od and autograph sesaion with
the bund. WRIF’s Doug Podel!
will emcee the event at the State

heatre,

“We wanted to make it a little
more special for the fans,” said
guitarist Mick Marsa calling from
tho Elektra Records offico in
New York. “We thought we would
do this rather than fly to the
clties and play the CD and have
everyone aitting around and
schmoozing and not paying

Backstage Pass invites songwriters into an Austin circle”

‘Things will be
a little different
tonight at the
Channel 56 stu-
dios. Like every

——
BACKSTAGE
PASS

other  week,
' there’s s0 much
going on in

‘Detroit' that we
.. roclly had to,
struggle with
what to include
on the big
Backstage Pass
show. Many hap-
penings which we won't have
time to feature as full-blown seg-
ments will get squeezed into lists
of opening and ongoing events.
We'll even have our segment
hosts recommend events we did-
n't have time to cover at'the end
of the show. All this is usually
tightly packed around four fea-
ture stories that go. more in-
depth about the scene, artist,
venue or procesa we're exploring.
But this weck's Backstage
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tley Crue .;‘givesfféﬁs.

. for glam rockera -

around, jabber .

v

Live Ilslen!né party: Mat'.ley Crue - from left, singer Vince Neil, bassist Nikki Sixx,

drummer Tommy Lee, and guitarist Mick Mars - will perform its upcoming album

attention to the music.”
Detroit was chosen, according
to Mars, for its ability to “rock.”
“You guys smoke. It was hard
to pick the cities, but Detrolt is
one of the cities that really stick

Paass, while still chockful o’ infor-
mation, will be built around only
three faatures. No, we're not
slacking off ~ we needed to find
extra time in the show to give
you a peck at a truly symbiotic
creative process: an Austin-style
songwriter circle. .
Many singer-songwriters who
participate in songwriters circles
are on my play list, but I wanted
to give some ink to a guy who
haa helped to make the music
sound 80-good on our-show; out.
music'segment producer, Ron
Pangborn, Ron's a seasoned pro
with chops to spare (he currently
plays with tho Chisel Brothera

-and Chicago Pete), and I asked

him for his take on the phe-
nomenon. . o

Firat, ho explained why they’re
called Austin songwriters circles.
“Austin's a small town, but it’s so
into mugic that it seems like
‘everybody's there to get a band
atarted or to work on their
-music, Songwriters circles grow
I

B

“Generation Swine” in its entirety, followed by
fans at the State Theatre in Detroit on Friday, June 20.

out.” :

*It was hard to only do a few
cities but because we're playing
before the nlbum comes out, we
couldn’t go for two months and
play every city in America. We

out of informal get-togethers
that songwriters in Austin had,
They'd get together, pass the gui-
tar around and writo songs,”
‘This casual informality freed the
mugiciana up to take creative
risks and work on raw, untested
material. Says Ron, “They're
with friends, g0 they dont have
to do their standard stuff, they
can work on new stuff. They
ovolved into aort of informal
workshops.”

. The_ writing process became a

performance style whon a New
York city promoter got wind of it,
“Alan Pepper, who books the
Bottom Line in Greenwich
Village, started booking song-
writers circles as tours. People
who book venues found that they
could give exposure to solo
singer-songwriters they liked by
having them play as part of a cir-
cle, and they'd fill their rooms
bacause each performer would
pull in his or her audience,”

The songwriters coming to the
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a question and answer period with

had to pick some of the citics
that are a little bit more may-
hem and destruction eriented.”
With many of the shows sell-
ing out in lesa than six minutes,
Motley Crue realizos that it

Channel 56 atudio tonight ~ Jan
Krist, David Folks and Michae!
King - work as a circle beeause
of their individual strengths.

“Each performer is totally self-.

contained, different from each
other, And they don't nced a
band to do what they do. Their
stufl works as solo acoustic per-
formance, they won't be doing
acoustic renditions of what was
meant to be played by a larger
ensemble.” \ .

Ron. wrapped it.up nicely:
“Detroit has a strong, vibrant
musical scene, but I don't think
people think of this kind of
music when they think of
Detroit. But the Raven (which
hosts monthly songwriter circlea)
has been around for 30 years,
For acts like Ron Coden and Joni
Mitchell, it was a regular stop.”
It’s another chance for us to
round out the picture of Detroit
entertainment, -

Also on tonight's Backstage
Pasg, we bring you the story of

could play bigger venuos, But
8ixx anid the band specifically

a sample of new album

- wanted to play clubs. .

“That's not the issue,” Sixx
-said about, playing bigger
venues, “Wa wanted to do some-
thing special for the fans, ... The
look and the vibe of the stage

+ matchea tho vibo of the music” |
a P of the ovent will
go to the Skylar Neil

Foundation, named aftor Neil'a
toddlor daughter who died of

cancer,
* “It was a horrible thing that

had to happen,” Sixx said. “I
have four children myself. I
spoke to Vince about it many
times and I don't know how [
could porsonally survive some-
thing like that. .., The fact that
tho band is back together {s help-
ing him. Brotherhood is very
important for him as far s help-
ing him gain hia footing*

In conjunction with Neil's
return to Motloy Crue, the non-
alcoholic aoft drink “Motloy
Brue” hit the stores in early May.
‘The beverage — availablo in cof-
feehouses, skate shops, under-
ground clubs, vecord stores, book
atores, and clothing stores ~ is
the firat one created for & rock
band by the Skeleteens, the duo
reaponsible for the off-bent soft
drinks Brain Wash, Black
Lemenade, and Love Potion #69.

The “Brue” stains the drinkers’
mouths and waste products
bright blue and features ingredi-
onts such as jalapeno, caffeine,
ginseng, mad dog weed, skullcap,

“It has some really cool ingve-
dients, It gives you a nice buzz -

the East Dearborn Arab
International Festival. Jessica
Bassett, the featival's director,
told me about the event's evolu.
tion. “Last year, we held a festi-
val to colebrate the 25th
anniversary of ACCESS, Well,
100,000 people showed up, It
was so successful, we decided to
make it an annual festival*
Notice the event is called the
Arab Infernational Festival, “Tha
entire festival is multicultural,
the food and the entertain-
ment — Mexican, East Indian,
African, Arabic. The artisans,
too.” East Dearborn is opening
itaelf up to families from all over
the Metro area. Jan noted that
the festival is “good, wholesome
fun for tho entire family, No alco-
hol will be served anywhere at
tho event, Last year, cven with
10,000 people, there were no
incid: It's really a t
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a nice natural buzz. We're com- .,
T8, .0

Sixx eaid. .
“Gonorntion Swine” is -
markad difference from the pap’
rock sonaibilities of ita hit ein.
gles *“Home Sweot Home,” “Glrl
Girls, Girls, and *Dr. Feelgood™
This time around Motley Crub,
dabbles in induatrial rhythms' "
and pure hard rock. Sixx and""
drummeor Tommy Leos‘ eve
retooled their 1883 hit “Shout af
tho Devil.* A

. N

“It'a_sort of nice cross between':
the older materinl and newer -
material. You just conaciously go- "~
in creative clrele. You grab your :
own tail at some point and by "
adding cortain elements of pro-
duction, that makes it fresh as
woll,* Sixx said, Lo

He ndded that ho and Los
wrote most of the songs for ~
“Genoration Swine” bofore Neil
camo on board. X

“Vinco isn’t ‘what you would .+
call a songwriter. He's a stylist,
He stamps tha song. That's how.,
it's ‘always been, There's a thing
that works with Motley Crue.'";-
and that's one of them. It wai
really awesome to bo in the stu-
dio together again.® .

Motley Crue's “Live Swine” !
tening event begins at 7:30 p.m,
Friday, Junec 20, at the State
Theatre, 2115 Woodward Ave.,
Detroit. The all-ages show is sold
out. For more information, call
(313) 961-5451.

Our own Kim Hunter will w
come Arabic catligrapher Rafai
Zaghloul to the studio. As Kim
explains, calligraphy has becomeg ™
part of the Arabic flavor,
“Calli hy has-tradi ny
been very important za visual ",
art in Arabie culture. Many othor
visual art forms were avoided
because of religious taboos .,
rogarding graven imagos and "
idolatry. Writton languagé .
evolved as an art form to fill that

" Findlly, wa'll 'visit ths madeap
onvirons of “The Video Hound’s
Golden Movie Retriover,” a_
national video guide published
right here in Detroit, and
‘Thomas Video, purveyors of ons
of the largest cult film collections
in the entire'Midwest. That'd
tonight on Backstage Pass oy
Channel 58 at 7:30  p.m.;

festival, because it's a0 unique.
There's not another. festival liko
this anywhere” .

rebr Friday night at

11:30.
That’s all for now. Now get out
there!

Become a Business Sponsor of the
1997 Woodward Dream Cruise™

As a business sponsor you will receive:
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© A door decal

. © Mention on the official event map ko
© Business card size ad In officlal event program guide, 400,000+ coples distributed in :
The Observer & Eccentric Newspapers and The Dally Tribune .

Send $325.00 along with your businass card, and name and address
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Woodward Dream Cruiss, inc.,

_P.0. Box 7066,
Huntington Woods, Ml 46070

Apply now. Allow 3-4 weeks for delivery,
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