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BLIANXKE TIOaR

Star appeal: Julia Roberts, left, is back in form with
“DMy Best Friend's Weddmg co- slarrmg with Cameron
iaz,
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Remember
Julia Roberts? A
couple of more
caroer moves
like she’s been
meking and the
quostion would
leave some film-
goera scratching
their  heads,
Now she's back
in a romantic
comedy . that
g]nyl upon her

est attributes:
beauty, amarts, vulnerability,
and surprising comic timing.

Let's get something atraight:
I'm not exactly a Julia Robarta
fan, 1 still winca at the enormous
popularity of “Protty Woman.”
Her aprite act in *Hook" irritated
me. Aa the love intorest of
“Michael Collins,” she brnught
that film to a grinding h:

“My Best Friend's Woddinx" is
a different story indeed. Some

TICKETS
PLEASE

" gets a desperate call.

nine years ago her Julianne
made a pact with best friond and
former lover Michael, a scruffy
sporta writer (is thero any other
kind?) played by Dermot
Mulroney. If neither is married
by the time they both turn 28,
they'll tie the knot. Just a fow
weeks before her birthday, she

*I've met the perfect woman,”
Michaol anys, “We're gotting
married this weekend and we
want you to be the maid of
honor” X

‘What's a gir] to do? She packs
her bags, grobs a plane for
Chicago, and vows to break the
marriage up in four days.

Ench olaborate plan against
porky, young bride-to-be Kimmy
(Cameron Diaz) backfires in per-
foct Wile E. Cnyou fanhiun.

T

Kimmy leaving college to tag
along with Michasl on his job,
the couple rounites in seconds,’

. clearing the air of a potentially

volatile subject. -

As a last resort, Julianne
omploys gay friend and publish-
or George (British actor Rupert
Everett) to pretend that they're

* madly in love. The idea of her

with another man does get her
old flame to notice, but how
much you'll have ta wait to see.
And that’s the real magic of
“My Best Friend's Wedding."
‘While you can predict the conclu-
sion of moat movies after 10 min-
utes, writer Ronald Base' fresh
approach to an old acewball com-
edy premise (remember “Hia Girl
Friday?®) keeps stringing us
along right up until the end. It's
not Shnkupun, hut Roberts'

Roberts shines in new comedy

offico, this should replace “Pretty
Woman® aa her signature role.
Everyono comes off well, Gon-
X poster girl Cameran Diaz could
have played your standard ditzy
rich gir], but she too has some-
thing up her sleeve, You feel bad
that she's manipulated thia way,
but, as Julinnne points out, sho
only. chose her rival as maid of

honor to keep her at arm's ..

length. Dermot Mulroney, usual-
ly relegated to friend roles,
makos the most out of his rare
chance at the center of attention.
The director here is P.J.
Hogan, who helmed  the
Australian crogsover hit
*Muriel’s Wedding.” Both have
an affinity for the dippiest of pop
aongs. While the previous film
was mled wlth ABBA !hm one
h cover

When she sots the t
bride up at a karacke bar, the
locals applaud. When she tries to
stir up disharmony about

snough

that you both hate and root for
her at the same time.

If thero's eny justice at the box
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ploy
tunes, including & hilarioualy
overthe-top rendition of “I Saya
Little Prayer For You" at the
rehearsal dinner. It would take a
second viewing to pick up all tho
clever littlo background touches
that Hogan employs: tho flaming
restaurant grill as Julla concocts
another devilish plan or tho
placement of characters in reln-
tion to cnch other, Forget all
those d Bat and
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voleenic explnlions. “My Best
Friend’s Wedding™ will be the
date movie of the summer.

John Monaghan velcomes your
calls and commenta, You can lis-
ten to him on Dave Dixon's Radio
Show AM 1270, 8 p.m. to mid-
night Saturdays. Tb leave John a
voice mail. message, dial

.(313)953-2047 on o touch tone

phone, mailbox 1866,

COMING
ATTRACTIONS

Scheduled o open Friday, June 20

“ALL OVER ME*

Exclusivaly at the Maln Art Theatro. -
Atison Folland and Tara Subkoff star In
this drama sbout three teenagers com-
Ing of aga - and coming out In Now York

-{ . City's Holl’s Kitchen.

l AND RORIN®

Adventures of the Dark Knight continua
with two new heroes, Robin and Batgin
ond villalns, Mr, Freeze and Polson Ivy.
Stara Gearge Clooney, Chrls 0'Donnoll.

“TEMPTRESS MOON* .

Story of seduction and betsayal set Jn
1811 China. Stars Gong U, Leslie
Gheung and Kevin LI Jianhua. |

*ULEX’S 0OLD*

Story of a salitery and stubborn bee-
keeper and his return to the world. Stars
Poter Fonda, Patricla Richardson,

“THE VAN®

A raucous, tender story of friandship
between two men and their ilHated
partnership In a fish 0’ chips fon. The
third instoliment from Roddy Doyla’s.
Basrytown trilogy “Ths Commitments,”
*“The Snapper,” Stars Colm Maarwy.
Donal O'Kelly.

Scheduled to open Friday, June 27
*HIRCULES"

Anlmatlion fasturo: Danny DeVite, bod-
cat Goldthwalt, Rip Totn, Jamas Woods
ond Matt Frewer peovide the volces for
Disney's 35th fuiHength snimated musl-
<cal comedy.

Action thiller; John Trovolta and Nicotas
Cago stor In thi theiller contering -
oround a faders) agent who surglently
=waps focos with o terrorist 30 ho can
ao undercover aad expose his viltalnous
ot
*LOVE SIRTNADE"
Block comedy sbout two sisters In ruul
Augtralla wha find themsetvas Ina
stormy battle for the u"ecuon of the,
new man In town.

Scheduled to open Wednesday, July 2
"MIN [N BUACK®

They are the best knm secret In the unl.
vorss, Working for a highly-furcted yot

* unafficlal government agency, the Men

In Btack ara providers of immigration
sarvices and regulators of &l things
allen on eorth, They are our.best, last -
ond only line of defense, Sta¢s Tomaty
Lee Jones,

*OUT 0 STA" )
Waltor Matthau and Jock Lommon ze

. tosmed up agaln on scroen, this time os

uneasy brothersn-law who wind up o3
*dance hasts® oboard o crislsa ship In
the Caribbean. The comedy also ators
Dyan Cannon, Gloria DeHoven, Hal
Linden,

WRD AMIRICA®

Basad on the true ttory ol the dasadovll

, Stouffer beothers, *witd Amerlca,® fol-

Towa threo brothors aa they teave! cross
country with Lhalr camera ang hava a
remarkoblo sarles of encauntero with
the animala that (nsplra them to
becoms wildiife documentarions. Stets
Jonathaa Taylor Thomas. B
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