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CoSt'cohcems |
ground sheriff’s
helicopter plan

BY PAT HUIH’KIY

: leu to launch a now aviation
unit within the Onkland County
Sheriffs Department ave
groundod until officiala can
dotermine if the cost can be jus-
tified,

r*It's n very oxpemlvc pmpun-

summon a helicopter, said Buffa,
But for tho Wizxom and Wost
Bloomfield incidents, none were
available.

Martin J. Bled,

Lobbyist turns administrator,

He may no longer bo lobbying
for Oakland Schoals, but Rick
Simonson will continue to bo o
leader in tha Intermodiate coun-

ty school district.

Effochvo July 1, Simunson,
one of gen's wmost efective

1obbyiata, will essume the posi-
tion of deputy superintendent for
the day-to-day operations of the
Oakland lntnrm-diut- 8chool
District in Pontiac.

He was named to the position
after serving nine years ns assis-

pelice chief in charge of opora-
tions in Farmington Hills, said
a helicopter would'also be uscful
in high-apeed chq-es *“Once a

Ived,” he said,

t{on,” said county E:

rooks Pattorson. His office il
purt of an ad hoe committeo that
will look nt the cost of a proposal
b add a helicopter to the sher-
1|?u department.

3 The cast could be as high as
$1.5 million, according to under
sheriif Henry Buffa, who aaid o
Helicopter would be “on invalu-
#ble” law enforcement tool.

: Buffn said the sheriff’s propos-
dl calls for an aviation unit, But
the initinl aircraft, he enid,
would be a hehcopmr. The pro-
posal was approved in committes
carlier this month and referred
to county board of commission.
ers.
: Before commiasionors votod,
hnw-var. thoy wanted a unu.Iysls
on the cost of buying and main-
taining a helicopter, They estab-
lished the ad hec committea to
¢run:h tho numbers.

“I generally support the idea of
8 helicopter,” said commissioner
Lawrenco R. Pernick, D-South.
ficld. “But as with other propos-
{1, we need to sce the figures.”
¢« Robert J. Daddow, director of
p\unngcmcnt and budget for the
gounty, said those figurea may be
availablo as early as next month,
+ A helicopter would not be
theap. The Michigan Stato
Police, one of three polico agen-

“squad can would, not have to
travol at high apeeds. Our liabili-
ty (for ir\(ury) would be consider-
ably less.”

Lt, Matthew Hogan, comman-
der of the stato police post in
Brighton (who ran for Gakland
aheriff 1aat November), said a
aclicopuar could be good addi-

01,

Not necessarily for high-speed
chases, he said, “They’re usually
over before a hulicopler can be
called to the acene,” But heli-
coptora aro very good for scarch-
ing for lost or missing children,
ho said.

“And they're very soud for
surveillance or drug interdic-
tion,” ho said.

_ In the 18705, Oakland had two

Spreen, Democratic gheriff at tho
timo, *They were military sur-
plus helicopters,” he said, with
one mainly for spare parts.

The helicopter was extremely
hoelpful in March 1978, when
high winds and at least one tor-
nado ravaged West Bloomfield,
Spreen said. *It helped us coordi-
nate operntlonu and to provent
Tooting,

Oaklnnd'l helicopters were
g:awnﬁnued. Spl;een a‘n’k{. maro

Tal

¢$ics known to have a heli
stimatos the cost at almost
. ;400 per flying hour.
+ The state police has two heli-
copters and three fixed-wing air-
craft in its aviation unit. Other
police agencies that have heli-
copters are Detroit and Warren.
Earlier thia yoar Southficld
Police Chief Joseph Thomas pro-
posed adding s helicopter to his
department, But the city council
declined to consider it
: “It's hard to pinpoint conts,”
gnid Lt. W, Jack Parviainen,
commandlng officer of sLate
Folica aviation section. “The
Enure jt's used, the more umru} it
an
H Buffa and other Onkland offi-
pinll lairl a hnlinapu:r wauld be
or i

alko the shoot-out at the Ford
Plant in Wixom and the jewelry
Yobbery in West Bloomficld.

* Sametimos local officials can

than fi “Com-
miasionere wouldn’t pay for
thinga like a epotlight thnt mado
the helicopter useful in night
chases,”

Doos Sprecen’ think Oakland
should add a helicopter? “Abso-
lutely. They can save lives,” ho
said. “They can be very cost
effective when u.u.qd in coordina.
tion with local dej ents.”

Buffa #aid thers
military surplusiaircraft this
timo around for Qakland Coun-
ty. “We would seek competitive
bids,” he said. “And we'd be look-
ing at a commercial aircral

Not only would Oakland's heli-
coptar have a spotlight for night
use, it would be equipped with o
camera that projocts images on
the basis of body heat, said coun-
ty commissioner Frank Millard,
R-Clarkston. *In almost total
darkness, it can dotect a human
being,” he said.
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would bo no..

tant i d for legisla-
tive affairs for Oakland Schools.
Bofore jolning the district in
1988, Simonzon apent acarly 20
years as chief of staff for two
state senators, A graduate and
formor board member of Albion
College, Simonson received bach-
elor of arts degreea in political
scionce and businesa cconomics,

*I started as a Houso  Page. 30
yenrs ago last January,” Simon-
son said, adding that he was o
senior at Baldwin High School in
Lake County at tho time.

“We worked all day and atud-
ied at night with o tutor,” he
said during a May interview fol-
lowing the announcement of his
appointment.

An aggressive advocate for
suburban schools, Simonson
helped craft new school funding
law and a new school code, earn-
ing him a top ton rating in offec-
tive advocacy in a recent poll of

Rick Slmonson
aning mlidnrl

*Expe:

“His domeanor is one of gentle
professionaliam. Ho tells the
truth. not what you want to

car.”

The 47-yoar-old will roplace
rotiring deputy suporintendont

Horm Dick

And after wading through over
100 applicants for Simonson's
position, Brian Whiston, a
Waterford parent and echool

rd member haas boen solectod

to fill the legialative affaira gap
lel\. by Simonson's promotion,

la

cut(gm nm hh nt'.nbulea. Onk-

, o former stats aen-
ato staffor, currently handlos

Joros Redmond enid oarlier.

isues ot the federal
levol for the Oakland County
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Road Commission, He holds a
teaching degree and has been o
political consultant playing
pivotal rolo in the recent clection}
of Oeklend County Prosecutory
David Goreyca.

Whlutan decided to forego o
run for State House tu accept the,
position,

.*Wa aro pleased to announce]
theso major changes in our ongo-

ing offort to make Oakland] '

Schools the best educational ser-
vico agem:y in the aountry,
moud said

— Staff writer Tim Rnchard
contributed to this article.
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