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And now a lawsuit has
between two major parties on the Web
— Microsoft and TicketMaster — chal-
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If TicketManster wins, and a precedent
is set, online transactions could lose
their value to prospective Internet ven-
dors. “The World Wide Web hns fast
become an invaluable resource for busi-
ness owners, and their businesses have
praspered bused on their ability to con-
nect with customers they otherwise
could nat have tapped,” says Josh
Linkner, president of Bloomficld Hills-

based Globallink New Media.

Linkner explains a decision favoring
Ticketmaster would have an extremely
detrimental effect on the Internet
industry, and that an Internet “patrel”
would be needed to enforce the ruling.
“Even if the industry devised a code of
ethies, how would it be enforced? Would
someone — such as a government agen-
¢y — have to physically ‘watchdog’ the
Internet?” asks Linkner. “This is, after
all, the World Wide Web, The First
Amendment halds for all forms of com-
munication; the Internet ia o medium
where informstion in disseminated and
as such, deserves cqual protection to

traditional forms of media.”

gerv di
on the merits of the case and implica-
tions if TicketMaster pervails. Before
worrying too much about implications,
let's wait first to sec if the lawsuit pro-

The lawsuit has news groups and
i abuzz with 1
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Speaking of links, here's some sites
you can visit if you need to beef up your
home page with links. As of now, it's
still legal.

« Librarian Donnn Waire points to a
new web site to locate federal statistics,
FEDSTATS at http:// www, fedstats.
gov. The site makes availoble statistics
from more than 70 federal agencies.
Now. Internet users can find the
authoritative information they nced
without having to know in advance
which agency, or agencics, produce the
datn. The site is was developed ag o
multi-ngency effort led by the Federal
Interageney Council on Statistical Poli-
cy. Information can be searched
through: an A to Z index with 275 cate-
gorics; o keyword search capability that
searches agency Web sites linked to
FEDSTATS; ar by “fast facts” linkage to
frequently requested tables from the
Statistical Abstract, as well as direct
links to agency contacts, news releases,
and sources.

« The Neurology Forum, sponsored by
the Cleveland Clinic, opened March 1 on
the Web at http:// www. medhelp.
org. The Neurology Forum was made
available to the public via the Med Help
Network at hitp:// www, medhelp.
org. Paticnts and consumers can ask

ceceds very far in court.

questions or make comments about neu-
rology. Profcasionals from the Cleveland
Clinic will regularly monitor the forum
and answer to medicnl questions in lay
terms.

Med Help International has created
one of the most comprehensive con-

You can Isearch for statistics from more than 70 fed-
cral agencies in one place at http:] 1 www.fedstats.gov. This site was
developed as a multi-agency effort and features an A-Z index with 275

those in need of medical information
and support in language they can
understand, inspite of their their eco-
nomic status, or geographic location.
The Med Help Network gets more than
200,000 hits a month.

e Net Announce at http:// www,
orsproa. com/ net-announce/ is a
twice-weekly newsletter, available free
both on the Web and via E-mail. The
newsletter that consists of reader-sub-
mitted articles about t Internet events
and Web sites and other Internct
resources of interest, Anyone can sub-
mit articles about information, events,
new sites, uf and
But not cvery article is published. Net-
Announce’s archives arc scarchable and
you can browse Web-archives from the
last day, week or months dating back to
its first issue on Oct. 16, 1996,

« Human Radiation Experiments at
hitp:/! www. ohre. doo. gov/ is a site
created by the Office of Human Radia-
tion Experiments, which was cstab-
lished by the Department of Energy in
March 1994 with a mandate of telling
the agency’s Cold War storics of experi-
ments using radiation on human sub-
jects, The site features summaries of
more than 150 such experiments, as
well as 225 additional studies covering
the 1940s to enrly 1870s.

(Emory Daniels may be reached via E-
mail ot ¢mory@aconline.com. Past
columns are may be accessed at http:l]
observer-eccentric. com! mainl emoryd!
archive.html)
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based company in 1984.

Julie Van Dalo
of Royal Onk was
named account
asgistant at
Farmington Hills-
based Marx
Layne & Co. Von
Dale is responsi-
ble for clients in
the real estate
development, retail, legal, finan-,
cial and food industries.

Nicole Young of Detroit was
named account executive for
Southfield-based Porry Market-
ing Group, Inc. Young is respon-
sible for developing and formal-
izing value-ndded events and
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public relations for PMG clients,

Mory Johnson of Walled Lake,
Ralph Reoves of Plymouth and
Dcborah Yunck of Farmingt

Hills were promoted to vice pres-
idents at Southfield-based Willis

* Corroon Corp. of Michigan. John

Brockschmidt of Canton was
named senior vice president.

The Troy-based Budd Co.'s
board })f directors ap proved the

appointments: Thomas Bards-
1oy of Rochester, controller;
Denny Bonson of St. Clair
Shores, chief financial officer;
Bruce Dingwall of Northville,
nssistant controller; nnd Donald
Kniffen of Milford, treasurer.

gathering, which focus on [cader-
ship and team building, is an
opportunity for participants to
meet and helps them fecl more
comfortable during the monthly
sesaions held during the year,
Sulewski said.

A specific subject is attached
to each session and thie year's
list includes economics, arts,
health care and the judicinl pys-
tem. The meetings are held on
one Wednesdny each month from
7:30 a.m. to 4 or 6 p.m. Tho site
chosen for each monthly gather-
ing is selected so that it is appro-
printe to the subject matter.

For cxample, when the group
session centers on the county
judicial system, the participants
will spend a half day listening to
cases in the criminal court.
Other possible law enforcoment
angles offered are the opportuni-
ty to ride in a police car for one
shift or take a tour of the county
jail, Sulewski said, She plays a
major role in running ench ses-
sion and enjoys every minute of
it.

“I learn somothing new at
every single gession, even if the
subjects are the same becauso
it's all new people with all differ-
ent perspectives,” she said. Vis.
its to an area landfill, the Detroit
Edison office, a local soup
kitchen and oven a county shel-
ter have all been part of the edu-
cational program. One recent
group went to Children's Village
in Oakland County.

“Seeing Children’s Villago was
so cmotional that some partici-
pants were taking out their
checkbooks right there,” Sulews-
ki said. “When they saw that the
rooms the children stayed in had
nothing on the walls, they start-

that. So, we are making a differ-..
ence in the community.” -

Beyond taking their program
on the rond students in the lead- -
ership scasions also take part in
some very oye opening home- -
work nssignments. Participonts
will be asked to take on different *
roles such as a battered spouse,
or perhaps the role of the abuser. '
In the case of the battered vic-
tim, she must moke contact with
a local shelter and find out all
about how she can get help for
her problem, The nbuser would
have to make inquirics about
counseling and even sit inona ™
support group meeting. A repert
of their experience is then pre-
sonted to the class during the
next session, Sulewski said.

A variety of local fund-raisers
and an annual project that has .
the group, plus numerous volun-
teers, building a ramp for the
home of a disabled child or

ger are other hes’
the education program has taken
part. v

“When 1 see the look on the..
faces of these people aa they roll |
down to cut that ribbon on that
ramp, well, that's a feeling I-
wouldn't trade for anything,”
Sulewski said. .

The opportunity to get in touch,.
with their community isn't all

pants take away from the experi
ence. Networking is another
huge benefit for attenders who'
develop a strong pool of connec-
tions in the clnssroom and from ™
alumni who return to share their '
experiences, .
“When you are done with this,
you are no more than two phone
calls away from every source you..
will ever need in Oakland Coun-

Web Jewels sumer health information sites to help ed an art program to change ty,” Sulewski said,
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