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STREET SCENE

Farmingtdn I“-Iills\rockersk opeh for idols Ratt

BY CHRISTINA FUOCO
STAFF WRITER

Growing up in Farmington
Hilla, John Sepotys and Brian
Saputo sat around and listened
to old Ratt albums, This summer
thoy are gotting the rare oppor-
tunity to bond with one of their
favorite bands,

Their Los Angcles-based band
Huir of the Dog —~ which alao
includes voealist/guitarist Ryan
Cook and drummor Johnny
“Thunder” Evans ~ are spending
the summer opening for Ratt.
The tour comes to Dotroit's Stato
Theatre on Sunday, July 13,

“We're having a great time. It's
like a childhood dream. We us
to sit around and listen to tho
old albums and just get 5o excit-
od obout Ratt and rock ‘n' roll,”
said Saputo, Hair of the Dog's
basaist.

Thoy owe the opportunity to
Sopetya's sister Ruta, who man-
ages Hair of the Dog, and does
publicity work for guitarist Joo
Satrinni in Los Angeles,

“She’s boen just working her
butt off,” Sopetys said, “Wo got
the tour through her persistence.
We were only scheduled through
the 28th of June, but we all got
along 8o well that they asked us
to do moro datea with them.”

Hair of the Dog's sclf-titled
debut album hit stores Tuesday,
April 1, and has garnered loads
of good roviews. The Album
Network described the band as
“a groat Guns N' Roscs awagger
telling tales similar to Jim
Croco's famoua song/storics.”
Meanwhile, the Los Angoles
Timea reported that “Hair of the
Dog is o tight, well-rehearsed
unit that plays great straight-

ahead rock that's metal-sharp
around the cdges.”

Sopetys, a 1984 Farmington
Harrison High School gradunte,
and Saputo, n 1985 Harrison
graduate, have beon playing
music together since high school.
Ruta, who was then dating
Saputo, introdueed tho two.

“Ho would hear me in the bed-
room playing guitar. ... I tock
him to the music store to buy his
first bass,” Sepetys aaid.

Upon greduating from theo
University of Michigan and
Michigan State University, the
two relocated to Los Angeles pur-
8uo a career in music, While per-
forming undor the name Prize
Fighter, the duo {irmed up its
current lineup after meeting
singer Cook through singer/song-
writer/producer Deamond Child.

“I had known John for sbout a

year,"” snid Child who has penned
No. 1 hits for Acrosmith, Bon
Jovi, and Kiss. “He had o great
project going, but it needed the
right singer, When I met Ryan in
Nashville, I know I had found
tho perfect match, Within a
week, the guys had met and
were writing songs.” .

After hooking up with Evans
through a nowspaper advertise-
ment, the band ranamed itsolf
Hair of the Dog.

“We finnlly found the perfect
match. It's like a four-way mar-
riage,” Saputo said,

Hair of the Dog opens for LA
Guns and Ratt at 7:30 p.m.
Sunday, July 13, at the State
Theatre, 2116 Woodward Ave.,
Detroit. Tickets are $17.60 in
advance or $20 at the door for
the all-oges show. For mare infor-
mation, call (313) 961-5451.

Setzer to rock this town with his

BY CHRISTINA FUOCO
BTAFF WRITER
Former Stray Cats

guitarist/singer Brian Setzer has
fallen in love and he hates the
thought of leaving her to go out
on tour.

Tho object of his affection? His
weeks-old daughter Dane Lily.

“We named her Dane Lily
becausao it kind of sounded like a
*40s torch singer,” Setzer said.

“I've been waiting to get on
this tour for months and now the
baby's here. I've fallen in love
with her. I also have a 10-year-
old son, but he's like a buddy

Gossard’s

Timing is
everything, but
it certainly was.
n't “the thing”
for the rock
band Brad when
it released its
debut album
“Shame” (Epic)
in 1983,

Guitarist
Stone Gossard
was with that
other band of his, Pearl Jam, and
drummer Regan Hagar and lead
singer/pianist Shawn Smith
were committed to Satchel.

“There was a lot of different
frustrations with the last
record,” Hagar said.

Everything is falling into place
now for the foursome, which also
includes bassist/vocalist Jeremy
Toback. Brad released its second
album, “Interiors” (Epic), on
Tuesday, June 24, and it is plan-
ning to hit the road for the firat
time. Toback, however, will be
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replaced with Satchel bassiat |

Mike Berg while Toback pro-
motes his solo album “Perfect
Flux Thing" {(RCA) on
Lollapalooza.

Toback, spenking vin telephone
from o Lollapalooza date in
Virginin, said hia departurc from
the band may be permanent.

“Basically, Brad touring and
sort of becoming a more serious
bond entity kind of occurred sur-
prisingly,” Toback said.

His solo material “is kind of
where my heart's at, It's physi-
cally impossible to be two places
ot onee. I'm going to be on the
road for the next year. I can't
renlly afford to take time off and
risk loging my band who ara a
bunch of great young musicians
who will get snapped up inatan-
tancously”

‘Toback will perform at
Lollapaloozn Tuesday, July 16-
Wednesday, July 16, at Pine
Knob, while Brad's tour comea to
St. Androw's Hall in Detroit on
Saturday, July 12, Hagar aaid
that finally touring with Brad
has been a blessing.

“It had boon four years since
wo played together. We just had
such a great time that wa
thought we should do it,” Hagar
said.

“Stono hasn’t been ablo to do
that much touring (with Pearl
Jam). T think he's really excited
to play live. It's been probably
cight months sinco Sh:an and 1
have been on the road.

Pearl Jam has been unablo to

organizo an extonsive tour,

because it refuses to ploy in
venues that sell tickets through
Ticketmaster, Don't tell Penrl
Jam singor Eddio Vedder but
Brad's tickets are available at
the outleta,

“I don't know what to think of
that. 'm nat involved in thot
fight,” Hogar said with a laugh

now. We buy motorcycles togeth-
er and all that. Hoving a baby
girl is a whole different thing.”

The five-weok tour includes a
stop at the State Theatre in
Detroit on Friday, July 11, with
his 17-picce big band in support
of their latest album “Guitar
Slinger” (Interscope).

Sotzer explained thet ploying
with the big band ian’t much dif-
ferent than his work with the
rockabilly band Stray Cats,

“I don't feel like I'm doing any-
thing that different an guitar. It's
just that Fve writton all the horn
ports to go behind it. It's pretty
unique,” he said.

“Guitar Slinger” carries the
same rockin’ energy as the Stray
Cats from the opener “The
Housc™ to “Rumble in Brighton”
to “(The Legend of) Johnny Kool”
to "Ghoat Radio.”

Setzer said that his inspiration
for starting a big band came
from the old “Tonight Show"™ with
Johnny Caraon.

“They wanted the Stray Cats
to play ‘Rock This Town’ and
they wanted to use Doc's big
band. A light bulb went ofl and I
thought, ‘What a great idea.’ I
thought the guya cauld just play
all their own parts, I had no idea
what charts were or anything.”

Although the Stray Cats never
did perform “Rock This Town” on
tho “Tonight Show” tho idea
stuck. Five years ago it came to
fruition.

“The Stray Cats were on tour
and we were ready to toke o
break. I started to do a fow
shows with the big band, not
thinking it would play out. It's so
big and the monay it takes to get
the guys together. Now we're
maoking a couple bucks and
everyone's happy”

Setzer deacribed his band as
“firat-call players” from around
the Los Angles area. Some of
them played with Frank Sinatra,

Brad embarks on first tour .

admitting that no onc had
approached him about the irony.
“I'm sure that Stone, if he had
his chaice, probably wouldn’t
want to have it that way. (But}
wa're ploying clubs and we want
to get in these cities and play in
these places w.h?rn they I:nve

hear a lot more of Stone on this
one thon I did the first one.”

Performing with Brad, Hogor
snid, is a nice break.

“Songa like ‘Secret Girl’ or
‘Sweet Al George, Satchel would
never have had on a record. We
don't tend to have a whole lot of
ive guitar sounds. But we

with T

Poarl Jam fans_shouldn't
expoct to hear PJ Jr. on
“Interiors” or “Shamo” for that
matter, “Interiora” is an olegant
album of piano-laden pop/rock
songs laced with distorted gui-
tars, -cellos (“Upon My
Shoulders”), unexpected falactto
vocals, eerie keyboards (“I Don't
Know" and “Funoral Song").
Gossard’s Pear! Jam bandmate
Mike McCready lenda his guitar
playing to “The Day Brings.”

“ think that Brad really
reflects Shawn Smith more than
it does Stone Gossard, (But) I

renlly enjoy them.”

Brad and apecial guest Jamces
Hall perform Saturday, July 12,
St. Andrew’s Hall, 431 E.
Congress, Detroit. Doors open at
7 p.m. for the all-ages show.
Tickets are $10 in advance, For
more information, call (313) 361

* Random notes: Blackstreet
has canceled its tour including
the Saturday, July 19, date at
The Palace of Auburn Hills.
Refunds available at point of
purchase ... The new date of the

postponed Rick James & The
Stone City Bond performanco is
Friday, Oct. 10, The original date
was Saturdoy, July 6. Tickets
already purchased for the July &
performance will be honored for
the Qct. 10 date, Full refunds
are also available at peint of pur-
chage. For further information,
call Olympia Entertainment
Customer Information at (313}
983-6611. ... .

The Motor Lounge in
Hamtramck is secking bands to
donate their time for the Motor
Hamtramck Storm Relief Benefit
from 8 p.m, to 2 a.m. Wednesday,
July 30. The owners of the club,
Steven Sowers and Dan Sordyl,
and general manager Tom Bleom
have offered their club as a shel-
ter to Hamtramck residents
affected by the July 2 storm. For
more information, call (313) 369-
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Woodward Dream Cruise, Inc.,

P.O. Box 7066,
Huntington Woods, M 46070
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1997 Woodward Dream Cruise™
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Opening for Ratt: Hair of the Dog featuring former
Farmington Hills residents John Sepetys on lead gui-
tar and Brian Saputo on bass opens for Ratt and L.A.
guna on Sunday, July 13, at the State Theatre in
etroit.

big band sound

and most of them nppear on the
nu}mdtruck to the movie “Speed

“They were renlly into this
idea of playing with o rock ‘'n’ roll
big band. A big band is cvery
musician’s idea of really having
fun, We get a lot of young kids
out there who go to see us. It's
such a good musical experience.”

The Brian Sctzer Orchestra
and Big Rude Jake perform at
7:30 p.m. Friday, July 11, at the
State Theatre, 2115 Woodward
Ave., Detrait. Ticketa are $15 in
advance and $18.50 at the door
for the all-ages show. For more
information, call (313) 961.5451.

313.965.2222§
Shows:

3 3
WEDNESDAY thru SUNDAY

=

Bringlng the band: Brian -.
Setzer and his 17-piece
big band orchestra will .
play the State Theatre.

Summer Fun at
Cranbrook!

Bring the whole family to see
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Sunday, July 13- 1 to 5 pm

y While you're here, visit the fantastic

Rain or shine, Cranbrook’s science museum is
a great place. Spend an hour or a day exploring
the wonders of the universe.

INSTITUTE OF SCIENCE
1221 N.Woodward Ave., Bloomfield Hills
Just north of downtown Birmingham

(248) 645-3200

Picnic Area [\~

and pet a real African
eléphant while learning cf
conservation efforts.

Included with admission

ELEPHANTS! exhibit.
It's tons of fun..for peanuts!
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