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i Ior son, Miko LeGrand, has
| beon dead for moro than two

months, .
| But if Elizaboth LeGrand has
her way, his presence will be folt
N for yeara to come.

She hopes — no, expecta — to
H keop his memory alive by estab-
N lishing scholarships for etudenta
like her son who, despite a lenrn-
ing disability, planned to attend
M o community college.

B After graduating from Groves
8 High School in 1883, Mike
attended Oakland Community
Collego — 88 best he could —
until his death April 28, that
was caused by an infoction com-
plicated by progreasive multiplo
sclerosis. But attondanco was
sporadic, and he didn't complete
a single course,

“He'd got sick,” said his moth-
er, “and he couldn't continue.

Taxes, roads are
primary issues

for Republicans

Tho Oakland County Republi-
cang released the results of their
two-month study cancerning the
issues their membership deems
most important for the 1998 clec-
tion eyclo.

The current condition of Michi-
gan'a roads and the financial
avenues to remedy the situation,
garnored nearly 18 percent of
the 117 responsea received.

The ‘beliof that Michigan citi-
zena are overtaxed at the federal
level, finished second with just
under 14 percent. “What we can
deriva from this survey is that
we all have issues which are of
importance to us, as individuala,
such as abortion and terms lim-
its,” said Karl Kiing, director of
communications. “There are
those four or five issues, though,
which unite us a8 a party.”
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Choosing life: Mike ,

LeGrand, who had pro-

freasive multiple sclerosis,

lqued life and wanted to
ive.

Even 8o, he had his dreams and
goals . . . he wanted to be a
teacher, He knew ho had learn-
ing problems, he waa proud to
achieve average grades,

“But he thought having learn-
ing difficultics might enablo him
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Fund keeps his goal alive

to help other kida with the same
problem,”

She misses her son deeply.
Instend of mourning, however,
LeGrand decided tho best way to
commomorate Miko's courage
wap to sot up a scholarship for
youngsters with similar prob-
lems. .

“1 waa happy to pay Mike's
tuition and book fees,” sho said.
“But it might be difforent for
other kids. So, I want to remem-
ber Mike by helping them out.”

At firat, she envisioned a sin-
gle scholarship at Groves. Mike's
classmates thero ctched a place
in hor heart forever, LeGrand
said, when thay gave him a
standing ovation during com.
mencement exercises.

But ns LeGrand thought about
Mike — and tho students like
him who could use a littlo help
— sho raised hor goals, She
wants as many scholarshipa for
youngsters who might be consid-
cred “slow learners”™ as possible,

“Thoy won't go to waste,” sho
said.

An initial step is a benofit
Monday at Shicld’'s, Mike's
favarite pizza place.
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Shicld’s in Troy and Southfield
will bo closed to normal clicntole
Monday to host a benefit for the
Michaoel Allen LeGrand Memori-

8l Scholarship & Neuroscience -

Research Foundation from 5
p.m. until midnight, The sug-
gestod donation a $10 por per-
son for the salad and pizza buffet
and eoft drinks,

Among tho attractions are the

singer Shawna; pianist Larry
Larson; and the Tangerine
Trousers, which is relcasing its
first CD.

With public skopticiam per-
haps at an all-time high,
LeGrand ia quick to note dona-
tions are held by METLife Secu-
ritica that will allocate scholar-
ship and rescarch funds from
accrued interest. The principal
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will remain in tact, growing with |
ench donntion. .
“I don't teke u salary,” said
LeGrand, a single mother who
took leave from her hospital job .
to be with her dying son. :
“And we don't spend money,” ..
she said. *W¢ don't oven buy *
paper clips. We got them from
office supply companies that
ogree we have a worthy cause,” .
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