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Finding tho bost buy isn’t as
oasy as ABC in tho metro-
Dotroit rotail markets these
doya. - X

Consunors could blow a cire
cuit traveling the city searching
for-the lowest prico with all the
modia play garnered by somo
area retailers,

Can there'actually be such a
thing as too many stores or too
many choiced! Area analysts
seem to think it depends on how
you look at the gituation.

*In some catégorics thore is
over retailing in metro-Detroit,”
said Joen Primo, owner of
Strategic Edge in Southfiold,
“Espocially with the big box
rotailers, Buildora Square,
Home Depot and HQ are exam-
pled of too much in one category,
Homo Centers aro overdone and
they are "duking” it out in the
morket right now.” .

Primo's firm, which she co-
owns with Jay Wedeven, pro-
vides market and research feasi-
bility studies for developers con-
sidering now projects, Strategic
Edge boasts national and inter-
national clionts and its sorvices
are provided exclusively for
rotail.

*The owners of a shopping
contor or (individual) retailers
will come to us wanting to know
how many shops would be geod,
which atores they should consid-
or, and how big they should
make them,” explained Primo.

The coll for information on
power devolopments that will
include n number of shops or a
gingular huge warchouse facility
are much in demand at Strategic
Edge today.

“There used to be more small

‘retail space being sought out
now it tends to be a conglomera-
*tion of the bigger retailers,” said
Primo. New location sitos for
stores like Medin Play, Best Buy

Blossoms will relocate ita
design studio to Birmingham
with a fall opening planned.

Norman Silk and Dale Mor-

‘gan, owners of Silk & Morgan,
. Inc, the parent company of Blos-
‘soms, made the announcement
July 1,
The studio will be located at
. 33868 Woodward on the corner
:of Adams - the former site of the
., Birmingham Cleancra,

Renovationa to the building
_are being designed by Schneider
»and Smith, Architects, and will
* feature a glass atrium entrance,
‘landscaping and striped
‘awninga.
 “Wo aro very excited about the
-new building and think the sita
‘has-been underdeveloped for

- Analysts say ‘yes,” in some categories
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New stare: Blue water 5 get set to Hudson’s to the Birchwood

Mall on Saturday, Aug. 16. This will be Hudson’s 204
108,000-square foot, single-level store features a varie

h store in Michigan. The
ty of departments, wide aisles,

and a full service hair and beauty salon. Birchwood Mall opened in 1990.

and Cireuit City have produced
an abundance of outlets that all
soem to offer the same thing.

*They used to have a strong
market but now many of them
are struggling due to the over-
lap,” said Primo.

She anid many of the larger
chains starts out with the devel-
opment of a good concopt at a
“home base” location but as soon
a8 thoy go nationwide thoy get
too much of the overlap.

"It geta to a point where there
ien't o differential in tho atores
and thore's no unique appeal or
apecial services,” said Primo.
“The same products are avail-
able nt value pricing which wan
the niche but now there are too
many of them to compete.”

Giving shoppera a variety of
product lines and options in
their rotnil outlets is what
today's industry ie all about,
according to William Cook,
owner of Cook Real Estate and
Rescarch in Livonia. "The con-

;B._'lossoms blooming in new
‘Birmingham store/studio

many years,” Silk said.
Projoct cost is expocted to
exceed $1 million whon complot-

Blossoms Design Studio haa
been located in Berkley for the
past six years, The new building
will house the floral department,
telephane order department, and
corporate offices with wedding
and party services.

The design studic employs a
full-time staff of 20,

Blossoms will maintain two
atores in Birminghom, tho cur-
rent store at 175 Maple, will
continue to offer fresh flowers by
the stem, or bunch, gifts, cards,
home and garden accessories
and silk flawers,
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Saturday, july 19
10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
| except Thursday
12'to 7 p.m.
' Upper Level

[SHADOW DORTRAITS

The Art of &ilhouette
by &ally Newcomb

Tuesday, July 15 thru

sumer desires and demnnda
moro alternatives and choices
and retailers are trying to fit in
with those demands,” said Cock,

A big part of Cook"slhpuineu i

the pie bigger not just making
the same pie with different

ecos,
Changes in the market as
rotailors look to the year znobo
. T d by

s
who are looking to solve their
retail noeds. Cook helps davelop-
ers by scouting out property
sitea and exploring the possibili-
ties for constructing a new build-
ing or taking aver a vacant facili-

ty.

"We find though, that the eco-
nomics of taking over an existing
building can be greater some-
times then having the facility
built," said Cook. Calla from
rotailers wanting to expand in
now locations ecrgss motro-
Dotroit reprosent fhe bulk of
Cook'a cliont base. Ho said
inquiries from now chains want-
ing into our market aren't as fre-
quent.

*In rotail it's not o matter of
more or less, it's about change,”
anid Cook. "It's about making

will to bo
consumer needs and domandsa.

*Tha graying of America is one
of the key driving forces in the
market today,” said Primo, not-
ing that the latest chain sweep-
ing the arees ia Mcd Max, a
retailer that offera aide and sup-
plies to the elderly. Annlysts
aren't worried about overlap just
yot though, Like ahything clso, if
it's a now twist there's always
room for more.

“To a certain extent if thoy
come up with a different way of
doing it or presenting it I'm sure
there's room,” said Primo, "It
just depends on the uniqueness
©of a situation and tho category of
the retailer.”

*There's always room for
retailers that have an exciting
concept,” added Cook. :

Readors called in the follow-
ing infarmation for shoppers:

of Canton.
» A copy of on old chil.

* dren's book from the 1860's

» Ono export said to remova oil
and rust stains from garage floors
or drivoways, mix onc-third part
muriatic acid with two-thirds
part wator, brush it over the
stains, then hose off the mesa. Ho
buys the acid at ACO Hay

(was it a Golden Book?) callod
“Hum-um-um Tho Homstar”
for Jonny Lefflor’s grand-
daughter.

o Anothor old children’s
book, “Shy Trunky” for
“Donna” of Redford.

atorea.,
» Callora offered their no-long

A toothbrush for gentle,
¢ ferably by

nooded ealad spinnera, Anne
Klein II colognes, rabbit hutches,
“Sorious Leisure CDa® and
cookbooks to the searchers and
phone numbers were cachanged.

* Tho long-sought pattern for
the round dish cloth mada of
cream and suger yarn is printed
at the bottam of this column, We
got coples of several voraions and
chose tho simpleat. A big thanks
10 all the kind knitters who sent
in their patterns.

We're still looking for:
¢ Blueprints for woodon
Adirandack chairs for “Kevin”

teoth (p

Oral B) for “Gail.
+ Btamp ombrolidery
q for tablecloths, nap-

p o1
kins, pillowesses ete., NOT
countug croas stitch for

thy.’

* The Diet Exchange
Book, published years ago by
the Diet Centors of Canada,
for “Pat.”

¢ A copy of the song
“Spmoone Who Belioves In
You," from the Date With An
Angel soundtrack for Cindy of
Canton.

If you've seen any of these
items in your travels, let Malls
& Mainstreets know and we'll
print the answers, Please call
{248} 501-2667 and relate your
measage and phone number
slowly and clearly!

Cast on 15 stitches
1, Knlt

2. Knlt 3 yarn over {YO) knit Il
- 1 stitch loft - turn needle.

3. Knit

4, Knit 3 yarn over (YO) knlt Il
- 2 stitches left - tum needle,
5. Knlt

8. Knlt 3 yam over {YO) knit |1
- 3 stitchas left - turn needie,
7. Knit

8. Bind off 3 stitches - knit 2 -
yarn over (YO) knit 8 - 4
stitches left - tum needle.

9, Knlt

10. Knit 3 yarn over (YO) knit
8 - 5 stitches left - turn nee-

dle.
11, Knit

Needie size 8
Suger & cream yam (100% cotton)

12, Knlt 3 yan over {YO) knit
8 - 6 stitches left - turn nee-
die.

13, Knit .
14. Bind off 3 stitches - knit 2
yarn over (YO) Knit § - 7
stitches left - turn needle.

15. Knit

16. Knlt 3 yam over (YO} knit
5 - 8 stitches left - turn nee-
dle.

17. ¥nit

18. Knlt 3 yam over (YO) knit
5 - 9 stitchos left - turn nee-
dle.

19, Knit

20, BInd off 3 - Knit to end
Repeat 1-20, 6 o 7 sectlons,

last row bind off,

1 Head....$18  Copy....§8
1 Figure...$35  Copy....$15

Pease call for your
appointment

313 953-7500

g -_%p,,ymmr by cash or check only
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The chares can wait. It's not every day you can consolidate your bills into an incredibly low monthly payment.
For example, barrow $10,000 with our "Prime for Life™ Home Equity Credit Line and pay just §71° 3 month,
In fact, you ought to 7pen a checking account so you'll kave some place to put all that extra money.

‘ ' 7

For detalls, call 1-800-628-7074, or visit any banking office. Hunlmgmn
: Banks
\

‘Take control of your money.~
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