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(Richard Bobosky of Cantan
recently took a business trip {o
South Africa for Chrysler, He
records his impressions of the
B ickiano B
Hl‘llClAme?nosn

1 lef Detroit Metro flying into
New York at JFK with a con-
necting flight to SAA (South
African Airlines).

Alittle nervous ns 1 tend Lo be
when flying, maybo it's just a
feor of the unknown, or just
being away from what is com-
fortable for me. I waa eager to
sco South Africa and meot the
people, aa I have done in South
Amcrica and in the Middle East,
I always try to see the similari-
tica and the differences to Michi-
gon,

I had a 14 hour flight ahead of
me with a single stop for 40 min-
utes in the Cape Verde islands.
With a six hour time difference
and the long fNlight, 1 knew this
could turn out to be a gruoling
trip, But I was optimistic that
sceing the African continent for
the firat time was going to be
interesting. Flying corporate
business class made the trip
much more enjoyable.

Seven hours after Cape Verde,
‘we were aver South Africa. The
temperature was 68 degrees and
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told up that tho winter season in
South Africa was approaching. [
thought if the 60s was winter,
bring it on.

Here I was in Africa, so whero
are the lions, elophanta, Tarzan.
The jungle I stepped into was a
sea of people holding up signs
with names on them for airport
pickup services. I oventually
found the person who was sup-
posed to pick mo up and I was on
my way. Back to the jungle, I got
out into the 'parking lot and
thinge look like any other sca of
asphalt parking lot at o large
airport in the United States.
Except they wero dfjving from
the passenger side of $he car and
on the “wrong” side of the road. I
arrived at my hotel a little con-
fused about which side of the
road was which, but I made it
just the same,

My hotel was in Sandton City,
a suburb of Johannesburg. The
Sandton City mall across the
street from my hotel is said to

trip to South|

. likg car

collar, a working man’s town.
Gormiston hns a lot of auto-~
rolated businesscs. .
On the way to the dealer, wo
passed what appeared to bo a
camp of somo kind, smoke rising
up from wooden shacks made of
everything from old street signs
and billboards to bricks and
sheot motal. The peoplo ot this
squattara camp, mostly women,
were gathering water at a woll
at the entrance and carrying
pails and.containers on their
heads filled with water back to
these makeshift homes. I wanted
to gat out and take picturea but I
waa advised not to by my co-
worker who had been living
there all his life. He eaid crimo
was an {asuc. Peoplo aro flocking
to build these camps on vacant
land because they have come’
here from neighboring countries
and have.no place to live and
cannot.afford rent. The squatters
camp-wha near a gold mine.
Lochl'nows accounts show a
large increase in viclent crimes
Farhijacki; and rape, The

house the greatest

of wealth in Africa. I stayed at,

the Holiday Inn Garden Court
for $80 a night. The currency is
the Rand with an exchange rate
of 3.89 to 4.46 depending on
where you exchange your money.

‘The business I was working at
wad in o small town to the south
and cast of Jo} burg called

polite’seem to bo non-cxistent. I
personally didn't feel unsafe or
threatened. & .

The overall jofri ucture
seemed intact and the rdads and
buildings sre nice, The food at
the restauranta was godd.

Mass transit can be’'a problem
in Joh burg. The taxi

it had been rainy and .
The houses below were similar
to a farm community. The pilot

Germiaton. The town dppeared
to be what T would consider blue

Park view: The rugged landscape of South Africa’s
Pilanesberg National Park is a contrast to the crowded

cities,
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drivers have small vehicles, so
there is a market for vans or
combies as they are called,

On the woekend, I couldn’t
work, so0 I finally got a chance to
see tho renl jungle. I caught a
tour bus to tho Pilanesburg
National Park, It cost 450 Rand
(about $90), a bit pricey but it
included lunch and included Sun
City and the Palace Hotel.
Pilanesburg in South Africa’s
third largest park, nestled in the
crated of an extinct volcano with
a sprawling 338,640 acres
stocked with 7,000 animale. This
park has what is known as the
“big five," lion, elephant, rhino,
buffalo and leopard. On our
“gafari” we only saw three: rhino,
clephant and buffalo, The follow-
ing day 1 got to see tho lions at a

Africa is an eye opener

PTIOTOS COURTESTT OF RICTARD Bobosk

Palatial pachyderm; Richard Bobosky in the courtyard of the Palace Hotel in South

Africa’s Sun City.

lion and rhino park just outside
Sandton.

The disappointing thing is you
can't see the elephants up cleae,
but the tour guides were very
knowledgeable.

Sun City wante to be tho
Vegns of South Africa. The
Palace of the Lost City Hotel is a
fantasy hotel that cost 5,000
Rand a night. You can have your
own floor wings that accommo-
dates you and your guests. The
Desert suito even comes com-
plete with sand. The hotel
grounds are the ultimate in
excess, everything used to build
this $260 million structure was
made in South Africa by 5,000
workers that worked around the
clock for 18 mentha to build it.
The olophant courtyard has

casino and a velcana bridge.

The last place I planned to
visit was downtown Johonnes-
burg. My taxi driver, a Russion,’
thought I was a nut case for
wanting to go downtown. His
name was Boris and had been an
engineer in the building trades
in Russia and camo to South
Afriea when he married a South
African woman in 1880,

Boris told me he was armed
and would take mo to Alexandra
where there was o squatter
camp near the dewntown. He
snid he felt things could erupt in
South Africa if changes aron't
made.

As we cruised the strects, we
saw people selling drugs, shocs,
whatover you wanted to buy.
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trade has move to the suburbs.
The banks remain but many peo-
plo are forced to barricade them-
sclves in apder to survive.

This situation is not different

“from any big city in the United

States or other cities in the
world I have seen. The crime is
an issue but laws can change
and I think if you walk with a
purpose and bo careful and
smart you can avoid most prob-
lems,

The people in South Africa
must get involved to moke
change, find something that
works for everyone. I think
South Africa has so much to sce
and do, it was a great opportuni-
ty for me to see and I would love
to go back and take my family on

tables and chairs with elepk

heads and tusks and pictures of
elephants everywhere. The hatel
also has wave peols, a 24 hour

‘When the Mercedes taxi
a corner, people would spring to
their feet and whistle to us as we
passed. Much of the commercial

Great Escapes features various
travel news itcms, Send news
lcads to Hugh Gallagher, assis-
tant managing editor, Observer
& Eccentric Newspapers Inc.,
86251 Schooleraft, Livonia, M!
48150, or fax them to (313) §91-
7279.

LITTLE INN OF BAYFIELD

The Little Inn’s Verandah
menu is available July and
August on the Victorian ginger-
bread verandah. Under the
direction of Chef Jamie Stearna
this patio menu offers some of
the lighter and more informal
sclections from the main dining
room menu such as smoked

oalmen, vegetarion roll up and
Cacsar solad, The Inn is in Bay-
field, Ontario nlang Lake Huron.
HOLLY FESTIVAL

Holly, Mich., is the location for
the fourth annunl Seven Lakes
State Park Balloon Race, July
18-20. Seven Lakes State Park,
host of the yearly event, is acces-
aible one hour from Detroit and
16 minutes from Flint, A Michi.
gan State Park Motor Vehicle
Permit is all that is required for
entry. Featured at the cvent are
the daytime activities at the
park of swimming, hiking, bik-
ing, fishing and just plain relax-

ing.
Michigan Balloon Corp., coor-

fficulty ufi

Do you suffer from the fallowing symptoms:

+ Hesitancy with urination? '
« Slow or intermittent urinary stream?
» Frequent urination, or getting out of bed

often to urinate?

dinator of the event, plans to
offer tethered balloon rides at
approximately 7-9 p.m. each
evening. The tethered rides take
passengors up approximately 50-
100 feet in the air and back
again, For those interested in
actually taking flight, Cham-
pagne Hot Air Balloon Flights
are available. Mass ascension of
the balloons takes place at 7
p.m. each evening.

BUMBERSHOOY '97

Seattle is host to this annual
arts fair on Labor Day Weekend,
Aug. 29 to Sept. 1. The festival
featurcs o roster of talent from
international, national and

pectacular natural beauty. [t's just one reason the

Northwest artists and perform-
ors in musie, literary arts, dance,
theater and comedy, film and
kids performances. For informa-
tion on the festival, call
(206)281-B111 or visit their web-
site, http/ www. bumbershoot.
org

'WEBSITE ORGANIZER

Rita Mace Walston, formerly
of West Bloomfield and now liv-
ing in Nufringen, Germany, has
joined the Mining Company as
the South Germany for Visitors
Guide. She joins hundreds of
other guides all over the world
working with the Mining Com-
pony. As the South Germany for

Vigitors. Guide Walston is
responaible for mining the Web
for the South Germany “gems” -
the most relovant and timely
information, valuable links and
lively conversations — and pre-
senting them in a clear, concise
way at the site - http://
gosouthgermany. miningco. com

Maybe next time I can
sce Cape Town.
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Somersat Collection (248} 6437470 |

Looking For An rdable

Weekend Getaway Package?
Take Your Pick. uuwesomseaion

Garden tnn, youtl find everything you need for an affordable summer
getaway Inclading spacious guest room, use of our pool, whiripool,
and fitness center, and fresh-baked cookies at 9 p.m. For reservatlons,
call 1-800-HILTONS, or

* Feeling like the bladder does not empty
well? .

: if you are, we currently are secking participants for
a study to look at the effectiveness of several
different treatments for Benign Prostate
Hyperplasia (enlarged prostate).

Petoskey-Harbor Springs-Boyne City area of Northern
Michigan is so special, There's also world-class golf,

charming boutiques; and a calendar g

full of events and festivals.

To qualify, you must meet certaln criterla: you must
be over age 50, have had no prior surgery or
medlcations for an enlarged prostate, have not
been diagnosed with prostate cancer and have not
suffered a stroke or heart attack within the past
six months.

Volunteers will be asked to participata in the study
for five years. All study medication, laboratary
tests, X-rays and office visits are provided at no
charge far qualified participants.

Ford Hospltal's

- Coming Attractions -

e JULYID
. Artin the Park, Petotkey
JULY 18,92,23,20 8.AUGUST1 .. 8§
OQutdoor Concerts, Nub's Nab, Harbor Springs
: oL JULY 25-26 d
Street Sales, Petoskey
AUGUST -3
Polish Festival, Boyne Falls

Hilton Garden [nn at 810-357-1100.

kend® tncludes

‘breakfast for hwo. Available as carly as Thursday with a

Saturday night stay.

Romance Package We'll pamper you with In-room

&two keepsake Mules, rich , and

lebath - all . tavailable everyday)

Summer Hollday Value Dates Enjoythe lowest

rates of the summer during these special value dates:

June 30-July 6 and Augusl 29-September 1, 1997,

. For more Information, call Hen
i Department of Urology at (313) 523-2722.

: rprgmlnﬂsaduponcheck-mfmswoﬂon | -
Come enjoy it all in our Victorian setting along Lake o mates

Michigan. Call for information and free brochures.

[ HINRY FORD HOSFITAL ] Southfietd

A . eparimani of Urelegy . 1-800-845-2828 ZMAHG‘ o .
N Peravkey~Harbor Springs~Bayne Country Southfield, M1 48034 W
: ) Visitors Bureau. Petevkey, dficbigan. 810:357-1100 -
e World Wide Web: http/Awww.boynecountry.com . GARDEN INN
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