A16(F)

Farmington Dbserver

OPINION

33411 GRAND RIVER, FARMINGTON, MICHIGAN 48335

[ akland County should scrutinize cost
0 concerns before creating an aviation
unit within the sherili's department
and equipping it with a helicopter.
. That said, we think Sheriff John Nichols’
iden of adding a chopper to his flect of 104
marked patrol cars, 28 boats, one motorcycle
and a Dragoon Patroller 2 public safety vehi-
cle merits serious review, Potential uses for a
helicopter, working in tandem with ground
units, include rooftop rescues, woodland

idea takes off

_County chopper merits a look

ers’ scven-member public service committee,
chaired by Shelley Taub, R-West Bloomfield,
wisely referred the cost of buying and main-
taining a helicopter for study to an ad hoc
county committee that includes the County
Executive. We concur with Commissioner
Lawrence Pernick, D-Southfield, who told us:
“] generally support the iden of a helicopter.
But as with other proposals, we need to sce
the figures.”

Given its ial use in life-tt

searches, high-speed chases, st district
patro), air medical evacuntion, traffic surveil-
lance, boating accident support, reconnais-
sance and crowd control in any of the jurisdic-
tions patrolled by the county’s more than 40
1aw enforcement ngencies. The iden com-
mands the support of the Oakland County
Chiefs of Police Association.

Consider the advantage o chopper would
have given officers amid the shootout at the
Ford Wixom plant last November, during the
hunt for the twa men who robbed Tapper's
Jewelers in West Bloomfield May 21 or in the
aftermath of the tornado that ripped through
Springficld Township July 2. A chopper also
would be integral in watching over the Wood-
ward Dream Cruise and pinpointing airplane
crash sites. In o high-speed chase, it could
keep fleeing vehicles in view so pursuing
patrol cars could slow down, decreasing the
risk of a smashup.

A helicopter’s visual vantage point not only
increases the efficiency of ground units, but
nlgo enhances officer safety because perime-
ters and dangers can be established quickly,
according to sherifl's Sgt. Kerry Krupsky.

The purchase price for a new, commercial
helicopter would be upwards of $1.5 million,
The Michigan State Police — together with
Warren and Detroit, the only aren police agen-
cies to have a helicopter — pegs the operating
cost at almost $400 per flying hour.

The Onkland County Board of Commission-

Lnst week's Founders Festival was my first
as editor here at the Observer, so I did a
lot of listening. Here's a bit of what I heard:
o Marilyn Smith of the Farmington Com-

- munity Library told me how they started nt 7
a.m, Saturday with a small army of volunteers
inflating and later handing out 700 sky blue
balloons to the hordes of parade-anxious chil-

“dren along Grand River.

> She graciously complimented the larger,
luc and white O&E balloons that our staffers
“"gave away. We learned the hard way not to

- ‘over-inflate the balloons, let them float up to
 the drop ceiling in our office or let
“‘them bump any trees or bricks —
+'those mistakes brought the same
oud result.

B I heard Diane, a former high
+:school classmate of mine, tell about
‘her three little boya and their tradi-
ion of attending Kids Day together.
- They look forward to going to Shi-
-awassce Park every year, treating
he doy as a real holiday, just like |
:,,Mother's Day or Father’s Day. The
;;truditinn is 50 ingrained, they even
~:asked mom to serve them breakfast
;;:in bed. She didn't, but she packed
7ithem lunches and brought them to
7 enjoy the games, rides, crafts and
riother fun.
¢, B Linda Enberg, Maria Esposito,
#Rose Butler and Larry O'Connor told
#ime about “bows.” The descriptions varied, but
ither dation was consistent: “You've
#:got to try them,” These meat and vegetable
7ipics served up by The Great Wall of China
:ERcawurnnt at a stand in the Downtown Cen-
riter parking lot are just as much a tradition as
" crowning Miss Farmington.

71 Ifinally tried one Friday night and now I

71can sce the attraction, Despito a 10- or 15-

fiminute wait for the next shipment — it was

7iworth it. A manager at the restaurant said

7 11ate thoy sell bows all year, but they've

7 become an annual rite at the festival because

¢ they're freshly baked and scrved warm.

¢. M Supportive applause and cheers by early

E': parade-goers who watched Fun Run racers

7 thending cast an Grand River an hour or so

¢ before the parade arrived in the other direc-

s tion, .

E > M A bit of disoppointment was evident from

¢+ local veterinarinn Dr. John Richardson, whose

Pet Show and Contest during Kids Day now

draws n lot fewer entries than it once did.

‘Today's kids have other interests, like the

Internet, to fill their time, he told the crowd

that Tucsday at the park. Still, his entrants
and the audience scemed to enjoy most of the

emer , a heli should be new if
purchased, not an unreliable military surplus
model whose parts are hard to come by. We're
intrigued by such “night vision” features as a

hlight and a thermo-imaging camera
that projects onto a screen images of people or
objects from the heat they emit,

With a cruise speed of 120 mph between
700 to 1,000 feet, a helicopter can scarch one
square mile in about two minutes, significant-
1y reducing the number of ground units
required, according to Krupsky.

It's ensy to say the county should juat call
Warren or Detroit when in need of a chopper
but travel time and other commitments would
make that an undependable option for our
county — 910 square miles, 1.2-million resi-
dents and 40,000 businesses, It's the third
wealthiest county in the country,

Based at Onkland International Airport in
Waterford, a helicopter might prove beneficial
to other county departments, like the drain

i8Bi ission, devel

QUESTION:
What did
you like
best about -1
this year’s
Founders .
Festival?
I3 o e
‘It was fun, I was | ‘I worked at the ‘The cgg roli's *My klids like the .
down there. The festival. We definltely the rides. Thoy were - ||
We asked this food's the best sarved ples on thing | go for.’ u:) ;r;cﬁo avery
uestion at it Thursday night nigl was
gg,mmg;o,, e and it was a mod Miko w'“}"“;‘ open.* .
Plaza. Jotn Mleczok | sceno. . .t think works In Unda Smith *
works in | ji's 8 fun thing.* Farmington nda K
Farmington Farmington 1"
Sara Olive
Farmington Hills

LETTERS

Why close road at 0CC?

I fully support the need, and the decision of
fully closing Farmington Road over 1-696.
We certainly do need the road to be open once
schools start, and even more traffic is on the
ronds,

What I do not underatand, is the need to
close Oakland Drive through OCC.

This has not been explained to the taxpay-
ing public that supports the rond, For thoso of
us living north of 11 Mile on Farmington
Road, it means that any time we need to get
home from north of I-696, we have to go

road P

and pl division, risk t
department, or community and economic
development department, rather than stand-
ing idle, awaiting a law enforcement emer-
gency.

To protect the county's investment and the
integrity of the expenditure, we envision heli-
copter flight plans based on stringent common
sense te help thwart misuse by public officials.

Bows, balloons flavor a fine fest

h the extra traffic at Orchard Lake
Road and 12 Mile — unavoidable if we are
going to have a new bridge. We alse have to go
on Orchard Lake to 11 Mile, which at many
times backs-up all the way to the entrance to
OCC, before we can get to Farmington Road
and then to our destination. [ have not seen
any construction on Oakland Drive through
0OCC, and the construction in the parking lots
does not mean that the road cannot be used, It
would certainly alleviate the acute traffic
problem created by the bridge repair. I have
not heard any valid reason for the rond clo-
sure, and I hope that OCC would like to help
its neighbors during this particular time. It is

Great seat: Nicholas Wilson, 2 1/2, rides a trol-
ley during Saturday’s parade.

show.

B When asked, Farmington City Manager
Frank Launhoff provided a geod perspective on
the featival: “It is o hometown event . . . Peo-
ple como down to meet each other, to sit
around the fountain, When you bring that
many people, you create an image for the com-
munity, and that’s the most important thing.”

W My family hos a summertimo tradition of
dobating the quality of every watermelon or -
corn on the cob, It usually starts with: “This is
the beat we've had since . . .” Foundors Festi-
val veterans make those kinds of intonations
when talking about the weather for the festi-

. val. The week’s warm, but not too hot temper-

atures have hardly ever been better, many
agreed — despite a few rain drops near the
end of Kids Day.

B I heard somo feat-goers who couldn't say
no to the salesmanship of the crafters selling
their own wares, such as a decorative beach
towel that converts into o tote bag or a beaded
hair tie up. Well, actuatly it was just one festi-
val-goer and, as we hended home, she admit-
ted she's always a sucker for such sales pitch-
c8.

Daue Varga is editor of the Farmington
Obscrver.

not too late for OCC to make a goodwill ges-
ture and help the city that helps the institu-
tion 8o much.

for all your support. Thank you also to my .
Miss Farmington/Farmington Hills Scholar- ..
ship Program Board. It is because of this pro-..
gram that upon my completion at MSU.1
will go on to pursue my masters degree with |
the aid of the $11,500 scholarship that L )
received the night I began my year of service
as Miss Farmington/Farmington Hills, Twill | .
foraver keep you in my thoughts and prayers.
God bless you all.

Annette M. Hohl'
Miss Farmington/Farmington Hills ..

Help kids develop

o ne result of the recent media reports con- " °
cerning early brain development in chil- "
dren is that parents with children of any age -
are wondering, “what exactly does this new - . o
information mean to me and my child?” o
1t's clear that human developmentisa -
complex isaue that science is only beginning to-
underatand. Part of my job as a pediatrician
{and ber of the A i Acad! of
Pediatrics) is to help parents interpret the
implications of new research, i
The current digcussions about early brain - .-
development center around children from
birth to three years of age, It is during this
period that the growth and organization of the: -
brain is most influenced by environmental facs

Tudi

tors, i the active

Oscar E. Robert
Farmington Hills

Thanks for wonderful year

Aa 1 reflect on my year as Miss Farming-
ton/Farmington Hills many wonderful
memories come to mind, I made so many
appearances this year with the most memo-
rable onca relating to my platform, A Stand
For Children.

From Washington, D.C. to East Lansing to

>ty of Farmi pmp—

between child and parent.

Parents of a child from birth to age three 7™
should focus on positive interaction with theiz 3
children such as talking, reading, listening té’
music or just playing.

The real key is for parenta to focus on pro-*
viding a healthy, safe, emotionally balanced
and loving home, If we can manage that, our
children have a botter chance to thrive both
physically and mentally.

Pareats of children who are clder than ag
three should be aware that opportunities

my own o I3
ton Hillg, | have spent much time encouraging
youth to aspire to attain their droams, As I
spoke to students at schools, we discussed how
drive, determination, and most importantly
education would help them to reach their
goala,

As the end of my year was fast approach.

abound through hildhood to impact posi
tively on the development and well-being of
our children. There is no time limit on learn
ing. It is a lifelong endeavor. -
And let's not forget older children in foster-
care or awniting adoption, or children with
digabilities and other special health care e
needs. These children also respond to and bed-

ing, I found it was time to leave my
ty for a week to compete in tho Miss Michigan
Scholarship Program. I am 8o proud to have
been a member of the 24 intelligent and tal-
ented women selected to compete in the pro-
gram, As I close this chapter in my life, I will
open another. I loak forward to the future
with ambition and oxcitement. I plan to con-
tinue my work with youth and to make a con-
stant effort to stand for children.

My upcoming year is already filled with
pursuing my bachelor degree in journalism at
Michigan State University, working for the
North American International Auto Show, and
continuing my Stand For Children.,

Thank you Farmington/Farmington Hills

efit from p family and envi
support. .

Parenting a child of any age can be a diffi- -
cult task. That'a why it's so important to have
gupport from friends, family and the commu-'~;
nity.

Dr. George L. Blum; .
Southfic!

Oplntons ara to be shared: We welcome your ..
Ideas. To ensure authenticity, ploase sign your.; .
lettor and provide a telephone number. Lotters . ..
should be malled to: Editor, The Farmington
Obsarver, 33411 Grand River, Farmington ...
Michigan 48335, Or they can be faxed to 248- -
477-9722.
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