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Community network
has all the answers

GUEST COLUMNIST

ALICE MCCARTHY

Have you ever wondered
where to find a comprehensive
community events calendar,
where to find a tutor to help
your child with math, where to
find a piano instructor for your
son or daughter, or where to
turn if you suspeet your teennger
is using drugs?

In January 1997, The Commu-
nity House in Blrmm;,lmm
began ing the Ci

tion an cdueation, legal services,
health care, mental health care
and caunseling. The service also
has more than 60 listings for
Jeisure activities, including sum-
mer camps, ice skating, fishing
and hiking.

Using key words, trained vol.
unteers can quickly retrieve
information to answer your
questions over the telephone.
Future plans for Community
Network call for kiosks to be
placed in several high-pedestri-
an traffic areas in downtown
Birmingham so pcople can
directly access the databnse.

A future Website will alse pro-
vide broad access to the informa-
tion on thousands of events, pro-
grams, services, and calendar
items. During its first six
months of service, The Commu-
nity Network has lagged about
100 calls per month.

The Advisory Committee and
the program are manned entire-

: by

ty Network, a comprehensive
information and referral service
that answers questions concern-
ing parenting issues, community
events, and services. Purpose of
Community Network is to link
people  with  community
resources that are available to
them.

The service provides informn.
tion which enables individuals to

ly by t {appr
30 volunlu.n; at this time).

If you would like to work as a
trained volunteer on the Com-
munity Network, contact Pat
Walsh ot (248) 594-6401. Walsh
is the director of Community
Network, and she helps to
recruit and train thes volun-
teers. Computer experience is
not nucnssnry_l.cslm Drolet isin
charge of 1 at

make informed cheices reg: '
the many agencies and organiza-
tions at their disposal, Call (248)

594-6400 with your questions,
The Community Network is a
fruu aervlce with information on
1 and recre-

The Community House, 380 S.
Bates, Birmingham 48009,
phone (248) 594-6405.

All About Families runs cvery
other week in The Eccentric

nlmnnl activitics and cvents.
Included is information about
local businesses, government
agencics, health services, leisure
services and entertainment, edu-
cational information, service
organizations, clubs and other
groups. The Community Net-
work also publishes a calendar of
events Tor community and social
activities. This popular service
helps non-profit agencies and
organizations avoid conflicts
with others ns they make plans
for fund-raisers and special
events. The Community Net-
waork is particulnrly helpful to
parents because it lists informa-

papers,

Birmingham resident Alice
McCarthy, Ph.D., is a nationally
known parcent educator, writer
and editor. She is the mother of
five children and grandmother to
eight young children,

To leave message for
McCarthy, from u touch-tone
phone, call (313) 963-2047,
mailbox 1894, or write her at The
Eccentric, 805 E. Maple, Birm-
ingham 48009,

To access McCarthy's columns
on the Internct via O&E Online,
her address ia:

http:lloebserver-
eccentric.com/main/mee/mecin-
dex.hiuml

WEDDINGS AND ENGAGEMENTS

Mihalich-Gross

Jennifer Joslyn Gross and
Robert Michacl Mihalich were
married June 7 at Stowe Com-
munity Church in Stowe, Vt.

The bride is the daughter of
Dr. and Mrs. Cordell Gross of
South Burlington, Vt. She is o
graduate of the University of
Vermont and Georgetown Law
School. She is an attorney with
the law firm of Goodwin, Proctar
and Hoar in Bostan, Masa,

The groom is the son of Jenny
Mihalich Christian of Beverly
Hills and Michael R, Mihalich of
Clarkston. He is a graduate of
Detroit Country Day School and
the University of Vermont. Ho is
attending Tults Medical School.

A reception was held ot Edson
Hill Manor in Stowe. The newly-
weds honeymooned in Santorini,

Darnell-Law

Julie Law of Gainesville, Ga.,
became the bride of Lourin J.
Darnell during a May 10 cere-
mony at Addison Gaks. The
bride is the daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Robert Law of Birming-
ham, Ala. The groom is the son
of Mr, and Mrs. James Darnell
of Rochester Hilla,

The bride is working as an
elementary teacher and study-
ing for her master'’s degree in
educntion,

Her husband is a graduate of
West Point Military Academy
and is in the U.S, Army,

Following the wedding there
was a reception at Addison

aks,
Mr. and Mrs, Darnell are

making their home in
Gaoinesville, Gn.
Foster-Berkaw

Mr. and Mrs. Welby Foster of
Parma announce the engage-
ment of their daughter, Dawn
Suzanne Foster, to Ryan Rabin-
son Berkaw of Marietta, Ga.,
son of Mr. and Mrs. John
Berkaw of Ann Arbor and Mrs.
Cynthin Berkaw of Troy.

‘The bride-ta-be is a graduate
of Western High School and
Spring Arbor College.

Her fiance is a graduate of
Troy High Schoeol and Spring
Arbor College. He is employed
by IBM.

An  August
planned.

wedding is
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Greece, and they are making
their home in Boston,

Child safety
skills taught

Saving chlldrens lives is the
facus of a

Local nnxngomnnt, wedding,
anniversary - and birth
announcements run in the
Thursday and Sunday edi-
tions of The Observer &
Eccentric.

Residents of the Birming-
‘ham-Bloomficld, West Bloom-
field and Southficld areas
should sond their engage-
mont, wedding, anniversary
or blrth ml’ormnhun, with or
without photograph, to: Attn
Brides, The Eccentric, 805 E.
Maple, Birmingham 48009.

Residents of the Troy and
Rachester areas should send
information to The Eccentric,
1814 S. Rochester Road,
Raochester Hills 48307,

Residents of the Farming-
ton aren should send informa-
tion to the Farmington

Submitting announcements

Observer, 33411 Grand Ihvnr,
Farmington 48335,

Proprinted forms that out.
line the information needed
for your engagoment or wed-
ding announcement are availe
able at Observer & Eccentric
offices,

If you have quostions
regarding your announce-
ment, call Sue Wills in Birm.
mghnm at (248) 901-2660;
Debbie Douglas in Rocheater
at (248) 651-7575, or Katle
McManus in Fnrmington at
(248) 477-5450.

For a recorded message with
complete information on aub-
mitting announcements, call
(248) 901-4730 for The Eccen-
tric and (313) 863-2066 for
The Observer.

WEDDINGS AND ENGAGEMENTS

Raade-Scouler

Mr. and Mra, Ron Raade of
Stevensville announce the
engagement of their daughter,
Kimberly Ann of Farmington
Hills, to John David Scouler of
Grand Rapids, son of Mr, and
Mra. David Scouler of
Rochester Hills.

The bride-to-be is a graduate
of Lakeshore High School and
Central Michigan University.
She is employed by Meldisco in
Livonia.

Her fiance is a groduate of
Rochester High Schoel and
Central Michigan University.
He is employed by Steelease in
Grand Rapids.

An August cercmony is
planned at St. Joseph Catholic
Church in St. Joseph.

Schaefer-
Shellenbarger

Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Schaefer
of Rochester announce the
engagement of their daughter,
Christy Lynn of Chicago, IlL., to
Daniel Aaron Shellenbarger, son
of Mr. and Mrs. David Shellen-
barger of Rochester Hilla.

‘Tho bride-to-be is a graduate
of Rochester High School and
Miami University. She is
omployed by 3 Com Corp. in

hicago,

Her fianco is a graduate of
Rochester Adams High School
and the University of Michigan.
He is employed by 2 S Assori-
ates in Evanston, IHl,

A December ceremony is
planned at St. Paul's United
Methodist Church.

offered in Bn'mmghnm

The course provides parents
and grandparents of infants and
young children with the skills to
respond quickly to choking and
other child emergencies,

Basic techniques of cardiopul-
monary resuscxlatmn (CPR) and
the Heimli for chok-

BIRTHS

Madison Elise and

Carly Blair Gomez

Paul and Kim Gomez of Troy
the birth of their twin

ing are taught as well as home
safety tips.

The program is from 6:30-9:30
p.m. July 17, 24 oand 31 at
William Beaumont Rehabilita-
tion and Health Center- class-
rooms C and D, 746 Purdy in
Birmingham. The fee is $20.
Call 1-800-633-7377 to register.

daughters, Madison Elise and
Carly Blair, born June 10, 1997.

Grandparents are Camiel and
Barbara Coussens of Troy and
Fred and Carol Gomez of Glad-
win. Great-grandmother is
Irena Gomez of Ferndalo,

Children have many special
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