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A Summer
“of Yo — the
= 1997 tour

Gn July 27, Donnis

« Grzosiak will start off

“ the day with a perfor-

" mance at the Rochester

Hills Historical Musoum

* and then race over to the

" Waterford Founders Fes-

" tival in Waterford Town.
- ship

In August, Grzesiak
* will be a featured por-
* former at the Indepen-
| dence Oaks County Park.

And in Septomber, he
~ will be performing at the

Yo-yo expert shows locals his tricks

BY GERALD FRAWLEY
HTAYY WRITEZS. .

Don't call it child's play.

. For Dennis Grzesiak, the yo-yo
ia more than a kid's toy. It's
gravity and centrifugal force, it's
craftemanship and history, its
competition and practico for tho
sake of solf-improvement.

And it's a lot of fun, too.

In fact, after nearly 40 yenrs of
competition, performing and col-
lecting, it's probably the fun that
keeps him yo-ing, er, going.

“I always carry an arsenal of
yo-yos with me,” says the Oxford
man, one of the ' most rccom-
plished (if not the most accom-
plished) yo-yo masters in Michi-
gan. “You never know when peo-
ple are going to ask you todo a
trick.”

Qvoer the yoary, yo-yos and
public opinion hava had an up
and down relationship but when
iv‘ou reach tho level of skill that

** Orion Public Library.

QGrzesiak is firming up
other performances in
Shelby Township, the

** City of Troy, Clarkston
“and Lake Orion through-
_ out tho summer as well.
. In addition to regular
: performances, Grzesink
* also performs for charity
fund-raisers.

A typical yo-yo exhibi-
tion lasts from 40 to 6O
minutea and includes the
basic and classic tricks to
the more complicated
elaborate tricks,

iak has roached, oven in
down years people are spell-
bound at what the simple yo-yo
is capable of in the hands of a
master,

Tho way things are going,
gmsiuk expects to bo quite pop-

ar. .

*We're on an upswing now,” he
anid. Sometime in the noar
future, maybe even this fall,
some kid is going to toke a yo-yo
to school and then suddenly
everyone will want one, he predi-
cated.

After about n year, the appen]
will wear, he knows, but some
kids who had. never even
thought about a yo-yo before will
be hooked for life. “For parents
and grandparents, it is a nostal-
gin thing. For boys and girls, it's
about fun.”

A yo-yo master is born

Yo-yo history

The first yo-yos originated in
ancient China. In ancient
Greece, they were more than
likely @ children's toy, made of
wood, metal, and terra cotta.

The two halves of the yo-yo
were decorated with pictures of

.

Upon reaching adolescence,
yoling Greeks would offer up
cogamic discs, exact replicas of
their real childhood toy, to their
favorite gods.

On & vase dated back to 600
B.C., a child is seen using a yo-
yoo

G ink's passion for yo-yos
reaches back to 1967 whon ha
firat picked up a yo-yo after
watching his cousin do a few —
for that time — elaborate tricks,
*] saw him working his yo-yo
nnd”l aaked him if he could teach
me’

Four months later, he attend-
ed his first competition at the
Northwest Detroft Regional Ye-
yo Championship.

He won.

He has hnd a string of victo-
rics ever since, but rarely com-
petes today because the thrill of
competition isn't what it once
was. Tho other reason is that his
reputation precedes him.

With 187 victories over the

it ia customary for

past 40 years,
Grzesink is well
known in yo-yo
competition circles;
and if the name
isn't enough, a‘clos-
er look at tho ropo
around his neck
raveals that thoy
are indeed yo-yo
strings.

Grzesiak explaina

yo-yo championsa to
wear a string
around their neck
for each competi-
tion they win, And
while he doesn’t
like to brag, he
admits that there
aren’'t too many
peopte  walking
around with 167
strings  around
their neck.

In all hia years of
competition, in fact,
he has only loat
once — to tho
cousin who first
taught him those few tricka,

*It was in 1890 and I took sec-
ond place. It waa the first and
only timo we ever competed and
it was an honor to lose to him,”
he said. “I wouldn't say that
about anyone clse.”

Of courss, it’s onsier to say
that, he admits, because he did
beat his cousin in the same com-
petition, but in a different event.
Yo-yo competitions are often
split into scparate cvents,

In this case, his cousin won
the compotition with a plastic,
high-tech yo-yo; Grzesink won in
the wood.

With competition less impor-
tant Grzesink says he takes a
great deal of pleasure out of col-
lecting all things yo-yo. He has
yo-yos from the 1920s, yo-yo
books, trophies, patches — if it
has to do with yo-yos, odds are
Grzesiak is well achooled in it.

The future of yo-yos

While he likes to consider him-
self more of a purist, Grzesink
admits to a fascination with the
newaer, high-tech yo-yos on the
market,

No one will ever convince him
to trade in his old tricd-and-true,
kiln-dried, smooth maple wood
ya-yos for polyurcthane, but
darn those things can be neat,
he soys.

With centrifugal clutches that

automatically return the yo-yo to
your hand, strobe lights and
finely-turned axles that make
them capable of 13,000 revolu-
tions per minute, there is indeed
something to be said for technol-
ogy.
 He cven uses some of them in
his show, he said. “The faster the
spin, the longer the trick,”

A typical yo-yo is capable of up
to 6,500 revolutions per minute,

Even that is a far cry above
the yo-yos of more than 76 years

280,

For hundreds of years, the yo-
yo was a block of wood and a
string; it went down and came
back up. In the 18208, the mad-
ern yo-yo with a slip knot over o
free spinning axle was born and
for more than 76 yocars people
have been trying to out-do each
other with the newest trick.

But it’s also about learning.

Yo-yo practitioners muy be
compotitive, but they are also
tremendously helpful.

The best part about a yo-yo,
Grzesink says, is doing a trick
far the first time, showing it to
someone e¢lse, secing them
attempt it, and then helping the
person do the trick.

After all, it's only after some-
one accomplishes the trick that
he or she truly and fully appreci-
ate its intricacies and benuty.

Yo-yolng:
Yo-yo expert
showing his
locations

land County.

Staff Photo By
Tom Hoffmeyer

Tho Baslies of
Vosyolng

The Spinner is also called the Sleeper. Hold your palm .
upward and make sure the string leads off the top of tho yo-yo.
Flick your wrist downward, When the yo-yo reaches theend of -
the etring, don't tug up until the yo-yo has slept for as longes it * -
can. If you follow all these instructions and it still doesn't sleep, '
you might need to untwist thestring. o

The Breakaway is nlso used as a core step to many tricks.
Hold the yo-yo with the string running clockwise from your fin-
ger. Make & muscle a8 shown in the illustration. Now quickly
swing your yo-yo down nnd ncross your body. While swinging,
rotate your wrist 8o that it is up when the yo-yo reaches the end
of the string and snaps back into your hand.

Dennis Grzesiak
of Oxford will be

tricks in various

throughout Oak-

Ut

The Forward Pass can be uscd as a core step in many yo-yo
tricks, Hold your yo-yo at your side with your palm down, and
the string running clockwise from your finger, Swing your arm
slightly back and then swing it in front and up. Let the yo-yo go
at the same time, and throw it out in front of you. Catch the yo-
yo with your palm up.

The Creeper is a fun trick much like walking the dog. Throw
a fast sleeper. Extend your arm and bend down, letting the yo-yo
creep along the floor, When it has reached the end of the string,
the yo-yo will jump back te your hand.

ON-LINE!.

ENTERNET ADDRESS DIRECTORY

Find theso sites on the World Widse Webh « Brought to you by the saervices of O&E On-Linel

v NEWS HOME INSPECTIONS
Pl Obsarvor & Eccontric aKS com ::Loz:mou )
. ANNOUNCEMENTS Suburban Litostyk hits.comvslitn s nqu D
* Lagal jogal . COMMUNITY SERVICE Caro G a’!:uwuuﬂ
" Hok U o com o Servk b 1E AND CYLIKDERS o Manterrey Canti i el
ART :nd—;ﬂ‘l‘ln‘;:l b COMPUTER GRAPHICS H Homphis Smok il comvmsd
Hak) Gallerh hils.comalgg Loglx, [nc. usa.com A Slove's B
COMPUTER Full Potontial Hypnosis Cant nes
ART MUBEURS ™ FILTERS American b hHpsN i
The Dotrot Institute o on Appliod o9 Ellxalro Vilages of Michigan oy
. ASSOCIATIONS BHB Sotv i b AL SHOPEING
, Suburban Nawspapers - Mighty Sy ne... Michia: - "
s ol Amark ———hp .01 Stardock Sy V~stardock ) Shopping Distri
., Suspendor Woarers of 4.3.0'Connad & Assac, Inc. ) SURPLUS FOAM
AUDIO VISUAL SERVICES HORSERACING HAKDICAFPING SCFTWARR n lin com " om
- and Roviawa : Whims I SURPLUS PRODUCTS
AUTOMOTIVE CONSTRUCTION INTERAGTIVE CD ROM PUBLISHING [ com
. Frank Rowold it Intaractive inc.com POOL T
m ik Nl BUCT CLEANING :n:muw ) " Hacha Enorgy Sy com
B‘aﬂn‘ Ene I3 com alg J . hills.comhal
AUTOMOTIVE MANUFACTURERS EDUCATION MANUFACTURED HOUSING Toy Wondars of the Worid com
REPARSENTATIVES k ! il Wostphal
Marks Mgmt. Serv com Fordson High Schook """‘ h High F P 0. comi~hpg
AU’I’% RACING Global Viltage Projix V¥ 'l“m ~ Virlua! Roatty
Mitan Dragway Oakland Schoot mius Servk
BAXII/COOKING ) Reutht Middla Schoot " I;:Avn. .::n«:‘v
“Jifty® Mix—Cholsea Miling Comparny—-hitp/Awww.jittymix.com Rochester Community NEWSLETTRRS Tt uE "““"
BASEMENT WATERPROOFING x\oo! F k hills.comrest GAGGLE Dorot
© Mr.Sponge ils.com
lluvguwl Con o supeLy ) :Imr‘:nhl:unnou g;?m‘d":,“:‘rowm iie.com
ml(xmma.::::m ;;“"‘" coam HuronCii WHOLISTIC WELLNESS
C rogro=3 Eloctric: Roots and Bancy
BaEz Go- oom ELEGTRONICS ENQINEERING POWIR TRANSMIESION
BOOKS o tne. . Ba: IVICE, MG, seersanesseers NTPIAWWWDOATING SE1VICO.COM
mﬁ“;'“ p lun.o%n LEASING COMPANY i e aaTon
8 HEwe roup. A
ke 1 com
2’”"":"' ‘:umuu ;:Xx ;wulnrm Rocycling ~hitpJiosonting.comaras :;L e himl @ i
} DS, com/oi ocycling ~!  Com/aTasos IR
Exte suff:q““w— o o thorty of SW Oakland Co. Birmiegham Bloorfiod Rochoslar South Oatland i <& B “oa
cunau com MXECUTIVE RECRUITERS g gD >
Stawnrt Spoclaty THea a C REALTO com ol -
CHAMBERS OF COMMEAGE 4. Emary ¥ Comwell & Com o @
Uivonla Chamber EVE CARKLASER SURQERY Marda. haid e e " oies bl
o Cor og . 2sqt Eyo Conis com s R Nttov/s0:
CHILDREN'S SERVICES ~ FROZEN DRASERTS Hat :‘:‘m com )
Sorbot com anga . .
5L Vircsat 8 Sareh Fishar Cenlar——hiplodorina.comisvsl  yya1n sALONS Mary com ) y
CLASSIZIRD ADS Honds You Vi com Max Broock, Inc. com -: v
AdVilage: i 30 R nnnum:;unnmn = Sallors Firs! Chok corm R
Obsarver & Eccantric hp: ' Bob Toyk
CLOSKT ORGANIZERSHOME OYORAGK . Nmf“';::a;‘:\{?_?"m . John"",
Orgaizof A HOMK IMPROVENENT REAL ESTATR-HOME WARRANTY o
COMMUNITIKS + Contractors Contral tp HMS Homo y s
Chy of Livona- " “Home Advantage Roferrat Sorvk B®
sy
v x. - < )




