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Michigan’s 11th-grade high
school proficiency testa won
warm praise from a top inter-
national educator. :

“These rosponsible and
involved should be congratulat-
ed,” said Dr. Willard Daggett,
president of the International
Center for Leadership in Edu-
cation Inc, based in Schenec-
tady, N.Y.

But Daggett also warned tho
State Board of Education about
how to “avoid sabotage from
the normal group of naysayers
to any reform efforta.” The
warnings were to inform stu-
donts, teachers and parents
about the tests” purposes and
techniques.

Doggett has spoken several
times in Michigan to legisla-
tors and educators about med-
ernizing the curriculum to
make graduntes more employ-
able.

He directed the Legislaturc's

1984 project inm which 10
“model schools” created high-
standard curricula, He was
previously a manager in the
Now York State Department of
Education.!

Not only do thd HSP tests
cover basic concepts in math,
science, reading and writing,
but Daggott said thpy require
“the application of knowledge
and cognitive akille to real-
warld situationa.”

A major goal of Michigan's
two-year-old teata has beon to
emphasizo multi-atep problem

For tho math and acience
tests, howeover, he urged “a
greater degreo of integration of
knowledge.”

In goneral, Daggott called
Michigan's teata “similar in
sovoral positive waya” to Euro-
pean and Asian exams his con-
ter has studied.

Daggett sald the teats were
sorving another main purpose
by being geared to the core cur-
viculum required for 10th
graders.

Daggott gave Michigan these
tips ’(_'or avoiding misunder-

golving rather than tep
calculations and memorization,
Another goal has been to inte-
grate academic disciplines
rather than test them in isola-
tion.

In particular, Daggett
praised the communications
teats (rending and writing) for
“requiring the complex cogni-
tive skilla of analysis, synthe-
sis and evaluation within real-
world problem situations.”

about and opp
to the HSPT:

= College admissions officers

need to explain how student

achievement is measured - test
'

Educator lauds state prbficien'cy tests

is really expected of students.”

W Both work-bound and col-

loge-bound - students necod
assemblies to hear the ratio-
;mlu for more complex learns
ng.

# Sample answers from stu-
donts should be used to demon-

strata to parents, teachers and

students what is meant by pro-
ficiency.

Parents have had thoir stu-
dente boycott the HSPT in
some suburban districts, fear-
ing that a high acore would do
no good and a low score would
harm one's chance of collego
admiasion.

Dggott quoni'on'nd “shu

scores, grades,
activity, teachor recommenda-
tions, and standardized college
entrance teats.

¥ Teachers should be includ-
ed ns tests scorers “so they
gain an und; ding of what

of the va! ian
who wae purportedly refused
college admission because of
weak HSPT results.” He aug-
gested that “an und: di

Plan affects studen
counts for revenue -

Growing school districts would
reap tho banefits of n plan intro-
duced by three Oakland County
lawmakers to phase-out a blend-
cd count as tho basis for calcu-
lating achool aid, snid Sonator
Mat Dunanskiss (R-Lake Orion).

Senators Bill Dullard (R-High-
land), Mike Bouchard (R-Birm-
ingham} and Dunaskiss led a
succeasful amendment to the K-
12 budget legialation recently to
change the formula for diatricts
receiving aid based on a blend of
atudent counts from previous
and current school years.

“This change is long overdue,”
Dunaskiss said. “School dlstricts
should be compoensated on tho
baais of true onrollment, not
somo phantom number generat-
ed by lnst years count.”

Currently, students are count-
cd twice, once in September of
the current school year and once
in February of the previous
school year, The diatrict's per-
pupil foundation grant is deter-

of the full context of that exam-
plo Enight _hmd to a different
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“That process roba schools:
with growing cnrollments of:
state aid for one in every two:
new students,” Dunaskiss said-
“It doesn't make sonse to penal
izo districts for their growth.”

Under the amended K-12 bud-?
get for the fiseal year 1898, ther
process would change next yenr-
with fund allocation based 60:
percent on Soptember's count.
and 40 percent on the provious:
February. The count would then’
change by 10 percent each year,
through 2002, until funding-is
based 100 percent on a current
student count. -

*Oaklnnd County schools have
hundreds of new studonts’
enrolling cach year,” Dunaskiss
said. “This change would gener-
ate more than $2.5 million next:
year to meet the critical needs of
schoola experiencing a growth-
trend of major proportions.”” T

Dunaskiss said 1998 eatimated.
revenue increases for north Onk-
land achools include additional-
funds to Avondale of $169,715;
Clark of $131,8756; Lake

n i
and 60 percent of the pupils
counted in February.
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Brush & Bath Special :
‘Monday Through Thursday. :
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Sterling Helghts . . . . . (810) 795:4414
TAYIOT o v sveeerse. . (313) 374-8106
UHER oeeevenn....(810) 3237030

Commerce. . .......(810) 624-4752
Northville «........ (810) 347-4337
Rochester Hills. . . . . . (810} 652-6537  °

Roseville ..........(810) 294-8292
Southfield .........(810) 356-2065

! Prices effective through July 20, 1997, Store Hours: Mondsy - Saturdzy 9 om to 9 pm, Sunday 10 am t0 6 pm. We accept all manufacturer’s coupons. Limit ights reserved. Leashed pets welcome.
e . For the safety of your pel &s well as others' pleass make sure your pets are curment on all shots before you bring them shopping. Price Comparison shop completed on 6/28/97. "
a4 Competitar's price may have changed aince the date of the comparison shop. VIt our net web thte I'! ‘www.petsmart.com B
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