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For the first threo years, the
dJazzfest was in the red. While
few disputed the morit of the
cvent, it hadn't quite roached
beyond tho status of a threc-day
cammunity concert in the park.

en, two years ago a commit-
teo ropresenting Birminghnm's
business, civic and eultural
intereats took another lock at
the annual event. “We got some
business people involved, formed
n steering committee, did some
pmjectiq{l‘a |:nd made it fiscally

all committed te making this a
quality event, we know it all
starts with quality musiciana®

Step-lively lineup

Last year, given a modest
$16,000 budget, Al Skoropa was
put in charge of arranging the
talent lineup. He's proved to
have a keen sense for up-and-
coming jarz musicians. Last

“Made in M

year's fest, whilc‘h Skoropa billcdi_
" b P

McMurray, whose funky jazz
gound can be heard on record-
ings by the Rolling Stones, B.B.
King, Beb Dylan, Iggy Pop and
Waa (Not Was); Kevin Mahogany,
who boasts a velvet.and-smoke
baritone; and Willie and Lobo, a
spicy atylistic violin and acoustic
guitar duo recognized for their
dramatic flair,
Along with these big

group of 14 cstablishments in
Birmingham, claims the Jazz
Fest has a definite transforma-
tivo influence,

*“The streets are bustling with
poople, you can hear music
everywhere you go and thore's
this cosmopolitan feel, like you're
in San Francisco or New
Qrleans,” he m'x(d. “This could not

international acts, the jazz fest
fi d

only be a 1 jazz fest but
m&_ybo a major event in the

tho range of local talent, fea-
tured headliner Geri Allen,
who'll appear at this year's
My Detroit Jazz Festival.

T said Bill Rob
president of Roberts
Restaurants, including 220 and

Edison's in Birmingham,
To offsct the deficit, additional
sponsars were sought, And to

For next weekond's fest,
Skaropn smartly used a $25,000
budget to bring together a

boost sp 8" a
more vigorous promotional cam-
paign was undertaken,

In addition to backing from the
Big Three — Chrysler, Ford and
General Motora ~ sponsors
include Meredith Magazines,
Smooth Jazz 98,7 FM,
Birmi; Principal Shoppi
District, Birmingham
Restaurant Collection, AAA and
the Observer and Eccentric
Newspnpers.

“We think (Jazzfest) could be
bigger, but we're measuring that
nmbition with the town’s inter-
eat,” said Roberts. “While we're

Gaﬂ'ett from

diverse, lineup, includ-
ing Charlie Gabriel, the pulsat-
ing sassy songstresa Patti
Richards, and the rhythm and
blues of local favorite Bugs
Beddow.

“The wide spectrum of artists
spenks to the diversity of jazz,
and the diversity of people who
will come to Birmingham,” said
Dennis Tiny of Farmington Hills,
co-director of Wayne State’s jazz
studies program.

Headliners include Kenny
Garrett, voted alto saxophonist
of the year by Downbeat in 1998;
soulful saxophoniat David

page E1

p ing regional
talent and an impressive offering
of local musicians, inclyding sax-
ophonist Chris Colline, who'll
porform cuts from his recently
released CD, “A Time to Mourn/,

For that to occur, howover, the
jazz fent would havo to expand
uptown and to other parts of
Birmingham, said Brinker
Conaidoring that thia year's
Birmingh Art Fair ded

Time To Dance.” Collins 1y
returned from performances at
the Glasgow Jazz, Fest and
Montreux-Switzerland, .
Attendanco estimates run as
high as 7,000 per day. The opti-*

mism has already spawned dis- -
cussions about bigger venues. .

“Fhero arpa't a lot of venues for
Jjnzz musiciens around here,”
said Skoropa. “If we can offer a
forum for these artists, then who
knows what the Jazzfest could
become.”

Good for business o
Dennis Brinker, prostdent of
the Restaurant Collection, a

to two sites, the growing popu-
larity of ehopping cveninga and
the Droam Cruise in August,
Brinker’a forecast may net bo too
far off. :

But for now, space travelers
should sot-their destination for
one-waek hence for the Intest
incarnation. of Birmingham.
Helmots on. Stop lightly.

Next landing: Planot Jazz,

While English will remain the
spoken languege, the newfound
stride and attitude will be “step-
lively cool.” As in Jelly Roll, Bird,
thc; Duke, Coltrane, Monk and
Miles.

nnd playing sideman for the Mel

Lewis  Orchestra, Dannic

Richmond, Freddie Hubbard,

Woody Shaw and Art Blakey and

the Jazz Messengers before land-

ing a spot on Miles Davis' lnst
and,

“Coming from Art Blakey to
Miles was a change,” Garrett
said. “With Blakey he only
allowed you to take two choruses
and it taught me to play, make a
statement, in a short time. Miles,
he allowed me more time. Both
were valuable, one was ‘get to
the point' and the other waa
“write a novel. Both allowed me
to make o statement in different
ways.”

Davis also taught Garrett
about being a band leader,

“Miles was like a cook, he took
all the different ingredients and

put them together,” Garrett said.

Davis combined rhythm &
blues players, pop players and
jazz players to get the particular
sound he wanted,

“He knew how to get what he
wanted out of you, and that's
what I try to do with my group,”
Garrett soid,

Garrett's group features
Kenny Kirkland on piano, Nat
Reevea on bass and Jeff “Tain”
Watts on drums,

Garrett has led several groups
over the years and first recorded
“Introducing Kenny Garrett” on
Criss Cross in 1984, Last year's
Warner Broa. album was a trib-
ute to another sax player
“Pursuance: The Music of John
Coltranc.” He hos built a reputa-

tion as o strong, brupulniv&“, N

blues oriented and accessible .

player with a talent for improvia-
ing.

The group’s new release
“Songbook” (Warner Bros.) is the
first to feature all Garrett com-
positions. . .

“Most are inspired by life expe-
riences, I might hear a theme or
a melody. Songs are developed so
many different ways,” Garrett
said. “Like "Before It'a Timo to
Say Goodbye.” I wanted to write
something for Miles and I came
up with the title before I wrote
the music. As you go along, you
have different experiences.”

Garrett eaid even aa the band
was preparing to perform in
London, he was busy sketching
new compositions in a sketch
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book he always keeps with him.
Ap the band plays, the cornpo-

sitions change and develop.

. *If you allow musicians to be

* th lves, there'll be ch

It’s improvising music. If you're

listening to the music, it's nlways

shifting,” he said.

Garrett calls his band “a good
unit and 1 want to hold on to
them as long as possible. I
believe you have to cherish it
while you can”

Garrett is looking forward to
his Birmingham gig,

“Hey, it's homotown, 8o we
come to show off when we get
there,” Garrett said with a
laugh. “We come to share what
we're doing. Basically, though,
we're coming to have some fun.”

now comes around. Then therc's
Guns ‘N Roses, Whon poople
were looking for tho next Guna

'N Roses, they found Nirvana.*
The concert also foatures
Social Distortion, The Mighty
Mighty Bosstones, Dercendenta,
Pennywise, Sick of It All, BII‘L“
i a8

metal festival in Phoenix, and
basically started building this

ng."

nga] Crown Reovue started
working on its debut “Mugzy’s
Move” soon after signing to
Warnor Bros. in the spriog of
18856 with producer/A&R man
Ted ) (Van Halen, Eric

182, Tho Sulcldo
Than Jake, Hepcat, Bouncing
Souls, Reel Big Fish, Limp
Bizkit, Lagwagon, Millencolin,
Sugar Ray, Fat, H20, Lo Presher,
Sun Child, Detroiters The
Suicide Machines, and a group of
“extrome™ athletos on thres
stages,

Local bands MOG, Twistin’
Tarantulas, A.L.D., and
Suburban Delinquents will per-
form on n stage aponsored by the
American Society of Compoacrs,
Authors and  Publishers
(ASCAP), and guitar manufac-
turer Ernio Ball. Epitaph record-
ing artists Pennywise is holding
a food drive for the National
Food Bank by offering $1 off its
merchandise. Concert-goers are
encouraged to bring a can of food
to tha band table and receive a
spocially stamped Pennywise
sticker.

Getting its start

Royal Crown Revue was play-
ing swing long before anyone
thought about the genre's resur-
gence. Fledgling L.A. musiciana
vocalist Eddie Nichols, tenor sax-
man Mando Dorame, and gui-
tarist Jamea Achor founded the
band in 1989,

“It started out as a rockabilly
thing. Then Eddie got turned on
to the awing deal and Mando
came in and played sax. Boom,
instantly that changed the
sound,” Steen said.

Soon after drummer/percus-
sionist Daniel Glass, baritone
saxist Bill Ungerman, bassist
Veikko Lepisto and Steen came
aboard the band was playing
about 200 gigs a year. Rent par-
ties in Soan Francisco, snowboard
keggera in Lake Tahoo,
Chinatown punk clubs, and a
heavy metal festival in Phoenix
gounded just fine to Royal
Crown,

“We just started playing rock
clubs,” Steen said of the early
days of his band. “There were no
swing bonds at this time - not
anywhere in the country. We
were playing CBGB's, a heavy,

Clapton, Doobie Brothers), Prior
to moeting Tomploman, A&R
peoplo from ather labeols wore
eagor to sign the band but
weren't sure how to market the
band and frankly were afraid of
being fired if awing didn't catch.

on.

*“Ted came to town and if any-
one had the power to be able to
make the leap and sign us, it was
him. He really belioved in the
band. He got Lec Herschberg
who worked on Count Basie and
Frank Sinatra (albums) to engi-
neer it. It was a great team,”
Steen sald.

*Mugzy'a Move,” which fea-
tures the Royal Crown.written
“Hoy Pachuco!,” as well as the
Bobby Darin classic “Beyond the
Sea,” and Willie Dixon's “I Love
Tho Life I Live,” lends life ~ and
some fun - to the music scene
and offers some help for those
who are a little shy nbout
approaching potential dates at
clubs.

“OK, it's high energy, it's
upbent and it's fun. But as far as
the (swing) dancing goes, you
can meot someone and hang out,
Instantly you break the ice
because you're touching cach
other. With other musice, you're
daneing, doing your own space
thing. But here you're instantly
i ting and doing hi
together”

By playing the Warped Tour,
Royal Crown Revue gets the
chance to share that passion
with thousands of people a night.

“We're young and the crowds
‘we want to play for are young.
It's great to see they're enjoying
an older style of American music
that virtually has been forgotten
about,” Steen said.

“Swing has always been
around. Count Basie's band is
still around. Jimmy Doracy’s
band is still around. But they're
playing to older folks or jazz afi-
cionados. Here we found a way to
bridge the gap and play to kids
who are listening to Green Day
or Social Diatortion,”

Women fess-up in ‘Coffeehouse Confessions™

BY SUSAN B, TAUBER
STAFF WRITER

“Coffechouse Confessions” an
criginal, one-act ploy written by
Sue Skibicki of Livonin, takes
place in a coffechouse where 11
women of varying ages, types,
and sanity levels “confess” their
innermost thoughts to the audi-
ence,

“Coffechouse Confessions™ is a
fund-raising event for Ridgedale
Players, a non-profit theater
group founded in 1933. The play
will be presented 8 p.m. Friday
and Saturday, July 18-19.
Tickets are $10 a person and
include coffee, refreshments, and
a chanee to meet the playwright
and actresses after the show. Tho
Ridgedale Players playhouse is
at 2056 West Long Lake Road,
Troy. Call (248) 988-7048 for
tickets, )

“I atarted writing this play
about a year ago,” said Skibicki,

“I've kept a journal since I was
in college, and the characters are
little bits and pieces of me and
my best friends,” -

“This is a show everyone can
see,” Skibicki aaid, “There's no
objectionable language, and it
doesn’t have any male-bashing.
The characters in it are all kind
of interesting.”

Annotte See of Troy portrays a
harried housewife who volun-
toers for everything. She also
spends a lot of time in tho car
driving her three children to
their numerous activities.

“U was a harried mom and I
only raised one child,” said See,
whose husband, Dan end grown
daughter, Tiffany, also are
Ridgedale Players members,
“This is a play I wanted to be
part of. I've bean in several of
Sue's productions before and I've
worked with her before. I was
very touched by the heartfelt

itoms she's bringing out

that a lot of us have been
touched with.” See’s character
wears pajamas, a housecoat and
two different shoes, not her nor-
mal work attire, She's a kinder-
garten and first grade teacher of
gifted children at The Roeper
School in Bloomfield Hilla

Skibicki's charactera in
“Coffechouse Confeasions,” also
are humorous, witty, dramatic
and tragic.

Algo in the play are Troy resi-
donts Katharyn Jensen, Lori
Jacobs, Madonna Holden and
Eocky Maclntyre; Snzayn‘nJe

icz of West Bl
and Mnureen Cook of
Birmingham.

They portray such characters
as the belligerent, mystical bag
lady; the middle-aged woman
who has tried every diet, the
woman who lives with 37 cats,
an avid actress and others,
lhDuwn Hooper of Royal Oak is

o prod
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