The Observer & Eccentric/THURSDAY, JULY 17, 1997

If you're like
me, summer can
mean three long
meontha of smart
movie withdraw.

diet of big-bud-
got action and
explosions.

This yecar it's
different. Not
only hns the
Detroit Film
Theatre sched-
uled o summer

“Centennial of Arab Cincma,”
.but the Main Art Theatre and
the new Star Southfield have
begun vying for alternative film
oxclusivea. Farther afield, the
Michigan Theatre in Ann Arbor
and the Windsor Film Theatro
continue to book challenging
titlea,

Though the box officc returns
are modeat compared to “Men in
Black" or “The Lost World,” a trio
of films have dominated the
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al, a high-calorie,

must-aec lists of peaplo who rcal-
ly care about movies. Each offers
auperior performances in heart-
felt, sometimes sentimontal ato-
ries about the nature of what
maokes ua tick.

Most of the buzz about “Ulec’s
Gold" revolves around the load
performance of Peter Fonda. He
plays a Florida backeeper and
Vietnam vet who gets caught up
in intrigue when his son calls
from prison. The son's wife is
strung out in Orlando and it's up
to Ulee to retrieve her,

Ulce doesn't want to go. He's
di d by his irresponsibl
son and daughter-in-law, who
have saddled him with two
daughtera to raise, He has a bad
back and a major arder of high-
grade honey to fill. Nor is he
looking forward to dealing with
the pair of thugs who have been
“taking care” of the woman.

“Ulee's Gold” is directed by
Victor Nunez, who helmed the
1993 art house hit “Ruby in

Paradise.” This is far better, a
fincly textured study of a man
who takes his responsibilitics
seriously, a different animal from
his Captain America in 19698
“Easy Rider,” which many con-
sider his last good role.

Fonda'a low-key performance
makes this the kind of film
where you read o character not
8o much by what he says as by
what others aay about him. It's a
powerful bit of understatement,
recalling father Henry Fonda
and marking the biggest come-
back of a movie icon since John
Travolta read “Pulp Fiction.”

Play to screen

“Love! Valourl Compassion!®
brings Terrence McNally's play
to the screen and, by all
accounta, with great auccess. Ita
chronicle of eight gay men over
three kends is high-

an aging dancer.

Tho characters bogin as gay
storeotypes — the bickering mar-
ried couple, the single friend
obsessed with Brondway show.
tuncs, ote, Then they start to
take on lives of their own,
thanka to McNally’s clever writ-
ing (he penned the screonplay),
and the performances, most from
nctora who originated these rolea
on stage.

There is plenty of room for
conflict. Some have known cach
other since childhood. Others
have a romantic past. Gregory’s
blind lover Bobby (Justin Kirk)
finds himself attracted to hot
Latino dancer Ramon (Randy
Becker) and the two fall careless-

* 1y into an affair.

“Love! Valour! Compassion!”
marks the best acreen rolo for
.Emmn Alexander since he

lighted by its stunning locale,
the idyllic summer home owned
by Gregory (Stephen Bogardua),

George on TV's “Seinfeld.” The
mont flamboyant of the eight, his
Buzz threatens to throttle any-

one who even mentions AIDS

over the summer, a touchy sub-
ject gince everyone knows he has
been diagnosed HIV paositive,
The showiest (but not neces-
sarily best) performance comes
from John Glover, who plays
twin brothers John and James,
One is kind and thoughtful {and

dying of AIDS), the other is .

mean and cynical. Despite the
obvioua gimmick, it'a an amazing
performance that earned Glover
a Tony and may reward him
again at Oscar-time,

Like the Jamaican bobsledding
team in “Cool Runni * the

forever linked with -

FINE LOVE FRATURES

Comedy-drama: Ramon Fornos (Randy Becker) in
“Love! Valour! Compassion!”

the ic impli of the

brass band in “Brassod Off”
defines irony. Yorkshire coal min-
ers aren't the most likely candi-
dates for wind instruments, but
members of the Grimley Colliery
Band have gathered evenings
and weekends since 1881 to
practice for local and nationwide
competitions, Now, with victory
in sight, the Grimley mine locka
like it moy close. Money ia tight
and tensions run high, eapecially
when it's revealed that their tal-
ented and attractive now band
member, Gloria (Tara
Fitzgerald), works for the front
office.

Holding the group together is
Danny {Pete Postlethwaite),
whose mind is not 8o much on

SCREEN SCENE

shutdown as what it will mean
to the band. When he ends up in
the hospital with respiratory
problems, it looks like the music
might die with him.

Heavy on sentiment, “Brassed
Off* is on old-fashioned, inspira-
tional story that also packs a
pelitical punch, The movie demo-
nizes former Prime Ministor
Margaret Thatcher’s disregard
for the lower claeses, and while
I'm sure ill feelings still run
high, its '80s-era politics make it
lock almost like a nostalgia
piece.

The cast is a charmer, from the
faces of little-known character
actors that populate the band to
the rekindled romance between

Glorin and a scruffy young miner
(Ewan McGregor, from
“Trainspotting”) she had a briel
fling with back in high school.

Miramax has sent “Brasscd
Off” into wide release, further
generating Oscar talk for
Postlethwaite, who links with
the other two films' actors not
just by intensity, but through one
physical detail: He, Fonda and
Glover all possess the hardest.-
working sunken chcekbones in
the movies.

John Monaghan welcomes your
calls and comments, To leave

" John a voice mail message, dial

(313) 953-2047 on a touch-tone
phone, mailbox 18686.

A sampling of what's playing
at alternative movie theaters
across metro Detroit as revicwed

by Jokn Monaghan.
Detroit Film Theatre Detroit
Institute of Arts, 65200

Waodward, Detroit. Call (313)
833-2328 for information. ($5.50;
$4.50 students/seniors)

A Contennial of Arab
Cinema; A series of films celo.
brating the many cultures of the
Arab world, in anticipation. of the

G © 9 B S L R Y E 2 & B C ¢ ENT E1L
L
RIDAY THURSDAY
General Cinemas BATHANRELY | Woootastusuiedtc | HHTFALLS ONMAKKATIAN
Brgan matiee ly ps §125 | ey pled lmsalter§po UL Waterford Cneme
(Twiite) show daly LRI LSTAG A THS . , 7sumgwu
- NP CONTACT CAURAQUATELIRIAITHS | SE cormer M-59 & Wikams Lake
Canton§ P BN Bk PRt ()
Ford RS, T Mwestef k275 RP HERCULES 24 Hour Morle Line
9811900 BATMAN AND RUBIN {410) 666700
Adbvred same-dy tets $howeaye Pontlac 1-§ 8’“{”}1 "
aalibie Teephy e 1 Wwsdeol g‘éﬁngﬁm"ﬁ% Ingde Outand Mol CONTACT 06
“Denales VI esirctions. $103300040 CONAIR (PG) B10:585.7041 ASIMPLE WIS| '535%
Friday thro Thasday ; mnosrwoa\n(mm MEN INBLACK (PG13)
woEcAr) | oo | N %‘&P#J‘%ﬁé‘:?f
“OUT TOSEA P51 | Cotrunc s Doy o Ensuﬁsu;ﬁfﬁmﬁﬂ: ERCULES ()
RIS | pamemen o | AT
wetas "Eml\'r{gm(mm d ke m' QTR WEDDIG (6G11)
ENCLSHPATEN () " Wi LoSTHORLDLLRASSIC
wonay FIDAY THEU THURSDAY Ualted Arlts PARK (PG13)
0 oot endee age & adeitted for ) ]1.9%:“ t
I3 kRated Flas e § o hw;,'m
Showaase Ponti 612 95857048 AL COURITTRATRCS M0 TRE
Noilown Conterd [ 20STeeghLlmsdedl | o couacy Ve k Mesterad hcsped
Nori 2 Suth of 196 Teegh Hpummaucém 1) | o BesT FREEYS WeDDING
Mo mm hl!&m ] rﬁiﬁ‘fﬁé’é& G13) smlll‘l
" e Asontnitpr | PANBtSTIREDS | VAL
FRAY THRU THARSDAY Contioous Shows Day WEDDING {PG13) 30400 Aymodh .
-mmv:cursfngrm ate o i & S 130
“HEN I BLACH é’km oA T | (RN COUAITU I Ty
CONTACT o $1 et bowaaher
BAMANAND G0N | o GTOAE By - o.Mt 1.9
Gl R R i
RS AR ata) W BESTFREAD'S {tar Sothfeld Vi T e
YSMPLE WiSH [PG) WEDONG (PG 1) 12t i DT VRHGE
*HERCULES WILD AUERICA (PG) Horgmestes, O 536 ool et | COMENAND RDOUTHOW
. WILD AMERICA (PG} WIBIUR dieadl it
ST No oo under age § admitted for WHEKOF 29110
P13 bR rated Bl alter 6 pn
EN INBLACK (PGI3) NV
OUT Y0 SEA (PG13) ARACOKDA(PG13)
LR | e
Waen & Ve Ry CONTACT (PG} NV
aﬂc:qmm&ﬂv . pRivs g m).«pcomcr ) ?&%ﬂg@@ 'w AUSTIMPOWERS (PG13)
i it | UENINBLACKEGR) | w0 AlER: AFQ
10531 S0beoce §pm Conirnshomboy | OUT TOSEA LOST WORLD (PGI3)NV
Famdy Watiee R SAT-SUN tteShowWed Pursfn& | NP WD AMERIC CRLR COUAITLSIACS K T
Am'pgmggﬁ“) o WP HERCLUES (G} W
-
mn?m!(’;mf) ASPECIAL WISH (PG) [
wmanmanasens | Uit Bt D (1) 5410100
BATUAN (PO13) 1113, oodwed B0 “L{r'!)mws
coNAR(RL Dovnlown Baminghum
WILDRMERCAFE) | gyt " WS |
1 National onas | 11365, Rochester R4, Wihestr WP Decet Nobass LOVE VALOR COMPASSION
i Showease Cnemas “6.“ m
1160
i goms oumemdrmebalaigly | T otk Sdetsty B OF (1)
P Ademimilu Showast Ktk ntedfimssherépn | cunptals mdhareyour | URHOATINGAORS
S NSON.OpdhteRd VSh o tastr Card )
i R Soavnetd, | yp A SWPLE WISH (A75¢ surcurge il Citenlider § ot nied
D nunse OnethS.olbammtd | o wiDAHERICA ? toalltelephone i)
2 BorganMatiees Dy B HPOUT 10.EA P
H 1P CONTACT
P bt | B | GG | e lpiHS
Lo WML b S |00 b s , WD PG
: T0SEA (P13 ,
: gﬂ ) CONTACT RN I Wo}ﬁggos;% ")
TOMBNBAG(NY) | MENINELAGKEO) BT Al RO
: oy HERGULES G). e
5 ucm(l? u\zgﬁﬁgﬁl PG13)
L IAMH(&C o| 1o wunﬁ:u(mm Unlted Arlists Theatres | cxsiecounimusmcseona
miheiion | ey
. 13) - ) 4
: I A@m Same day adrave tkets
LOST WORD (FCH3) NY-Ho V12, bkt acepted B THEATRES
' (TSRO Star Theatres Valted Artsty Ficsns 99¢ Uronda Mall
: The Wrids e Thestes oo Town Certe Uvonla bl it 7 alle
H : Mgi_ggw HOON % 3476880
{ Sompupenty | SRR ALSATS S5 L SHOVS
Lo ot | P mDelhen
: inMees Doy NP DevossHotas | MDKOCHT SHOWS DAY AND MATREESBALY
; %“"" STBATChAY " BREAKDOWH
A E L Eun ki | GTTOSA(RIINY 'Alg'n‘{f&"aégé"‘b‘
: : . [RN ﬂ%’) FAOMY & KICHELE e
© ASIPLE WISH(PG) mignkled | MTKISTRENDSWEDONG | © SCHOOL REURION
: comm)cwg 13K/ LURLIAR (PG 1)
MR, | e | s
i
HERCULES (G} RTHLDROA ety | CuReemswasons

'8 exhibit, of
Ancient Egypt.” Films begin
nigh;ly 7 p.m. unlesa otherwise
nated: .

July 17: “Playing with tho
Big Guys” (Egypt -1991) July
18: “The Band and tho
Bracelet” (Egypt-1986) July 19:
“Life or Death” (Egypt-1864)
July 20 (at 4 p.m. and 7 p.m.),
“The Land” (Egypt - 1870)

Main Art Theatre 118 N.-
Main Street at 11 Mile, Royal
Oak. Films play through at least
Thursday, unless noted other-
wise. Call (248) 542-0180 for
information and showtimes,
($6.50; $4 students, soniors and
matinee; $3 twilight)

“Love! Valourl
Compassiont” (USA -1887).
Juson Alexander (George on TV's
“Seinfold”) is one of cight gay
men who meet over three sum-
mer holiday weekends at a beach
house. Based on a play by
Terrence McNally.

“Uleo’s Gold” (USA - 1897).
Poter Fonda provides an under-
stated performance as a Florida
beeckeopor who reluctantly
agrees to retrieve a family mem-

ber from thugs. From Victor
Nunez, the writer/director of the
surprise independent hit *Ruby
in Paradise.”

“All Over Mc” (USA - 1887).
A drama about three teenagers
who come of age, and come out
sexually, in New York City's
Hell's Kitchen, (Starts Friday)
“Shall We Dance” (Japan -
1897). A Japanese businessman
breaks free of the monotony of
life when he spontancously
decides to take a ballroom danc-
ing class.

Magic Bag Theatre 22920
Woodward, Ferndale. Call (248)

Shown on big-screen video.
State ‘heater 2116
‘Woodward, Detroit. Call (313)
961-5450 for information. ($2)
“Romeo and Juliet” (USA -
1997). 9 p.m. Monday, July 21.
Leonardo DiCaprio and Claire
Danes play the star-crossed
lovers in this modern-looking
(but old English-sounding) adap-
tation of Shakospeare’s great

romantic tragedy.

Windsor Film Theatre 2135
Wyandotte Street West, Wind.
Canada. Call (518) 254-FILM for
information. (§5.26; $4 US.)

544-3030 for infc ion, ($2)
“Clorks” (USA -1994). 9:30
p.m. July 17, Kevin Smith’s
debut feature, shot in no-budget
black and white, about a typical
day at a New Jersey convenience
store. :
“Strange Brow” (USA-1983).
9:30 p.m. July 23. Bob and Doug

McKenzje, the beer-drinking"

Canadian brothers from “Second
City TV," in their only feature, a
surprisingly funny spoof of
everything {from moviemaking to
*“Homlot.”

- Southfield Public Library
26000 Evergreen, Southficld,
Call (248) 848-0460 for informa-
tion. (31}

“Double Indomnity” (USA -
1944). 7 p.m. Tucsday, July 22.
Some call this the definitive
“film noir,* the story of a murder-
minded woman who finds a will-
ing accomplico in a smooth-talk-
ing insurance salesman. Billy
Wilder directed, James Cain
wrote, and Barbara Stanwyck
and Frod MacMurray star.

COMING ATTRACTIONS

'Gabbeh” (Iran - 1896}, 7 pam.
Thuraday, July 17 through
Sunday, July 20, A part-fiction,
part documentary account of the
namadic tribes in rural Iran who
weave “gabbeh” carpets.

“Drunks” (USA -1997), 8:16
p.m. Thursday, July 17 through
Sunday, July 20. A journey into
the lives of recovering alcoholics
who gather in a Times Square
church basement for their week-
ly Alcoholics Anonymous meet-

ing.  Dianne Wicst, Fayc
Dunaway, Howard Rollins, and
Parker Posey star.

“Woman in the Dunes”
(Jopan- 1964) 8 p.m. Mondny
and Tuesday, July 21-22. The
second featurc from surrealist
painter Hiroshi Teshigahara is a
frightening and beautiful atory
of an entomologist who discovers
a young widow at tho bottom of
sand pit. After climbing down to
spend the night with her, he dis-
covers that his attempts to get
out only bring more sand into
the hote.

Schaduled to open Friday, July 18

*NOTHING TO LOSE"

An nction comedy about o desdlate

corporste executive who kidnaps a would ba

corjscker, Stara Mortin Liwrence, Tim
obbins.

“OPERATION CONDOR™

Action dventure thkilier about a seorch for
hidden gold deep In tha Africon forast. Stovs.
Jockie Chan, Corol Cheng.

* WEB DANCE®

Exclugively at ths Main Art Thostre. An
ordinory 42yea-0ld businessman end o
former competitive dances find cach other
8nd together discover tha Joy of donce.
TIEE SWAN PUNCESS - ESCAPE FROM
CASTLE MOUNTAIN

Animated odventure featuring Jaan-Bod,
Putfin, Speed and tha characters from “The
Swan Princesa.”

Schedufed 1o open Friday, July 25

*ATR FORCE OHE*

Hartison Foed, Gary Oldman and Gienn Closo *

ator In this detion thilier about the First
Family being hijacked on Alr Force One.
3000

Kel Mitehell, Kenan Thomson and Sinbad
ster (n 1his teen comedy bosed on the
character *Ed" from the populer sketch on
Nickelodoon's *All That.”

MRS, RROWN"

Romantc drama that foliows ano of history's
most unusual love storles, the relntionship
botween ber Majesty Quaen Victorla and

John Brown, Stors Jud! Dench and Bill
Connolly.

{o open

duly 30

187
Urban drama obout an lner city 1encher who
Tetums to work following an-attock by o
stucent. The Incldent makes him ¢ deflent
8nd unusudl educator, Stors Samied L
lackson.

Schoduled to open Fridsy Avg. 1

Sylvester Stolione and Rebert DeNiro stor in
thic drama about & partlalty doaf sherlff who
discavers 8 bend of 1aclst cops which
chetlenges Mm to do tha right thing.



