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Within hours of getting n road
improvement pnckage approved
IBin the legislature, Gov. John M.
Engler anid Michigan has its
wark cut out.
“We had a lot of work hitting
us all at once,” a tired, but confi-
dont Engler said Wednesday
Hhafore about 100 poople at a

*Pgneakes & Politics” breakfast
¥ apepsored by the Troy Chamber
 of Commerce at the Troy Mar-
g riott.

#. The governor was referring to
¥ the. atate’s having to repair pot-
holes, maintain highways and
replace bridges almost simulta-
nogusly. “We have a lot of
¥ brigges that are 10 years older
{ than their anticipated lifespan,”
4 ho said. “And we have a lot of
work ahead,”

While it's a big job, Engler said
the.task is manageable as a
result of the plan approved earli-

‘er.in Lansing. The plan included
i3 coupromise — with the governor

touting “bipartisan leadership in

" in a press

-Englef sees much .
road work ahead

There will undoubtedly be dis-
cussion nbout how the tax hike is
split between the state and local
interests, the governor said.
“Local people will say they're
getting o pittance,” Engler snid,
“but the atate hns more responsi-

The Road Commission for
Onklond County ia still crunch-
ing the numbers from the new
road plan, said managing direc-
tor Brent O. Bair, He didn’t
attend the breakfast meeting,
but he was in Lanaing when the
package was npproved and is
knowledgeable about its content.

“Qakland County will certainly
better off,” he said. But the stato
does get what Bair considors to
be o disproportionate share of
the new rond revonug, “From
what we know now, the state
will get r little more than half of
the now money (compared to
about 40 percent previously),” he
lamented.

Reaction to the governor’s pre-
sentation — and, presumably,
his effort to get more voad fund-
ing — was decidedly positive.

“He didn't break any new

Qov, John Engler
tired but confident

morning.”

bridges,”

P!
1 package was decidedly Engler's
*and he's expected to sign it.
1" The cornerstone is o 4 cent per
gallon hike in the gas tax,
.accompanied by some tox cuts
designed to make the legistation
move “revenue neutral.,” The
inercase is expected to gencrate
$850 million annually for roads.
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ground this
Kogel, president of Tire Whole-
salers Co., Inc., with outlets in
Troy, Southfield and Cadillac,
“But he did a nice job of stating
and defending his position.

“He's different than a lot of
politicians who go with the flow
and tailor their remarka to their
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audience,” Kogel said. “Gov,
Engler docsn't mince words and

he tells you exactly what he
, thinks. That's what he did this

Even so, Kogel wondered if the
governors plan provides cnough
new money to do the job. “I don't
think it would
have an even hig|
tax. I worry about those

Kimborly Davis Rodriguez, a
partner with Workplace Man-
agement Syatems in Troy, said
the governor’s comments were
interesting and timely, *But I'm
anxious to see how it (additional
taxes for better roads) is played
out,” she said,

Eldon Thompson, the director
of the Troy Chamber and CEO of
the 8OC Credit Union, said he is
“delighted to hear the state is
finally going to do something
about bad roads.”
But Thompson, who is also a
Troy city councilman, docsn’t
cxpect the city to reap any wind-
fall. “We'll see a little relief on
roads,” he said, “but not a big
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are in accord.

lot of bridges.

Engler said.

Road plan
patches up
friendship

Thoy disagreed on the best
way to fix and improve Michi-
gan’s roads, but with a new
funding package almost in place,
Gov. John M. Engler and county
exccutive L. Brooks Patterson

The governor isn't so happy
with Brent O, Bair, the manager
of the Road Commission for Oak-
land County — who, like Patter-
son, initially disagreed with
Engler on road improvementa.

Engler took a swipe at Bair
Wednesday during a brenkfast
meeting before the Troy Cham-
ber of Commerce. “He supposed-
1y works for Onkland County,”
Engler anid without mentioning
Bair by name, “But I wonder.”

The governar was more specifs
ic in comments to the media, “I
was referring to Breat Bair,”
Engler said. “Bair has irritated o
lot of people, and he’s burned o

“Bair is an example of what's
wrong with read commisaions,”

Bair was not present for the
governor's 20-minute talk. When
i 1of

Governor...

How about

this pothole?

them to. I guess I'm it.

soid.

Toonh]

and very poli:

of his

unapologetic.

ever, the head of the road com-

mission said he isn't surprised.
“Ho's told me as much face-to-

face,” said Bair, who was

“From what people in Lansing
tell me, the governor needs

ow-

he said,

somebody to pick on when things
don't go exactly as he wants

“1 just represented tho inter-
ests of Oakland County,” Bair

Engler didn't go into much
detail in his breakfost address,
something Eldon Thompson,
director of the Troy Chamber,
noticed and accepted. “I enjoy
hearing Gov. Engler,” said
Thompson. “He's very knowl-

"

But the governor did scem to
acknowledge being stung by crit-
jeism he wasn't doing enough to
fix the roads. “Everyday the
newspapers seemed to feature o
picture of the pothole of the day,”
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To train for TV commercials,
maogazines, films, fashion shows and
trade shows. No experience necesanry,
MARIALANA, A LEADING N.Y. AND
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APPOINTMENT ONLY.
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Southfield, Michigan 48034

In deep: County Executive L. Brooks Patterson demon-
strated the need for road repairs in a way that was
sure to get the governor's attention.

Standing in one of thoso pot-;

hole pictures was Brooks Patter

son, who had campnigned for o
higher increase in the gasoline
tax and threatened a ballot ref-

erendum, if necessary.

“We talked about that picture,”

Engler said. “But we're okay. 1
consider him a friend, personally.

and politically.”

Patterson agreed. “I'm nor;j
fully happy with the road pack- U
age,” he soid Wednesday, “But.>.

I'm not going to lose a friend ¢

averit.”
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British Airways, WQRS-FM 105.1, HOUR Detroit Magazine,
The City of Southfield, and the Observer & Eccentric Newspapers

cordially invite you to the ninth annual

SOUTHFIELD GOLD CUP POLO COMPETITION

Southfield Polo Team vs. Lexington, Ky. Polo Team
on Saturday, July 19, 1997 « 2 p.m. (Rain date: Sunday, July 20)
at Word of Faith International Christian Center
(formerly Duns Scotus), Evergreen and 9 Mile roads

Tickets: $5 in advance/$6 at the gate/$1 children 12 & under
Advance tickets available at Southfield City Hall main lobby

Proper attire requested.
For information: Southfield Community Relations Department, (248) 354-4854
SPONSORS
British Alrways Blue Cross/Blue Shield of Forbes-Cohen/Nemer
WQRS-FM 105.1 MI/Blue Care Network Assoc./Galleria Officentre
HOUR Detroit Magazine REDICO - Travelers Tower/ Jaguar of Troy
Observer & Eccentric Raleigh Officentre/Oakland  Jonna Realty Ventures/
Newspapers Towne Square/Allied Center  American Commerce Centre
5000 Town Center ‘Waste Management, Inc, Meade Lexus of Southfield
Condominiums AirTouch Cellular Northland Center
Comerica Bank Armowsmith International Providence Hospital
Star Theatres Art Moran Pontisc GMC
PATRONS

American Sign Shops Hubbell, Roth & Clark Schleede/Harpton Assoc., Inc,
Arbor Press 1.B.F. Insurance Group Schostak Brothers & CoJ/
Citizens Bank Kojaian M A bees Office Center
Comitel Instruments Co, Lawrence Technological 1d Marriott/Resid
Coopers & Lybrand University Inn of Southfield/Courtyard
Detroit Edison Lear Corporation by Marriott of Southficld
The Dragun Corporation MediaOne Tom's Landscape Nursery, Inc,
Etkin Equities/City Center Mike's Tree Surgeon, Inc. Tower Realty Management
FabriSteel Products, Inc. NBD Bank Corp./Southfield Town
Federal Mogui Corporation Plante & Moran Center
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