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Smith is new
Observer staffer

High Schoal.

Smith carned a bachelor of
arts degree in mass communi-
cations from Wayne State Uni-
versity.

In 1988, Smith was hired a:
a staff writer ot the hfield

. Veteron reporter Tim Smith
has joined the Farmington
Observer staff,

Smith, who began with the
‘Observer & Eccontric more
than 11 years ago, has trans-
ferred from the West Bloom-

- field-Lakes Eccentric stafl,

He replaces  Willinm

Coutant, who left the stafl in

"June when he moved to Port-
_land, Ore.

*- “Pim's background and tem-
perament will fit well in
Farmington,” " agid Dave
Varga, community editor,
“We're plensed to have a
reporter with his experience
and award-winning akills join
our staff.”

Smith’s past has a Farming-
ton-arca {lavor — attendi
grade achool at the former
Edgowood Elementary School
in Formingten Hills. He is a
1974 graduate of Clarenceville

Eccentric, where he worked
for five years before transfer-
ring to the West Bloomfiold
paper.

Prompted by the premature
birth of his daughter Eliza-
beth at just 25 weeks, Smith
put together an award-win-
ning series on so-called micro-
preemies that ran in the Oak-
land County O&E newspa-
pers, including Farmington.

His work on the serics
carned Smith a first place in
the 1996 Michigan Press Asso-
ciation conteat and nomina-
tion as one of three finalists
for 1996 Journalist of the Year
from the Socicty of Profession-

ﬁm Smith

al Journaliats-Detroit chapter.
Ho is now writing a book on
the subject. .

Education has been a prima-
ry beat for most of his Q&E
career, notting School Bell
Awards in 1989 and 1997 from
the Michigan Education Asso-
ciation as well a8 a third place
prize in the 1996 Suburban
Nowspapers of America com-
patition.

Smith, 40, lives in Livonia
with his wife, Donna, and
doughter, Elizabeth, 2%
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| This Coupon may bo used { This Coupon may bo used
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P How T10 ReacH Us
24B8-477-5450

> Newsroom:
» Newsroom fax: 248-477-9722
> Nightline/Sports: 313-953-2141
> Reader Comment Line: 313.953-2042
= Classified Advertising: 313-591-0900
> Display Advertising:  313-591-2300
» Home Delivery: 248-901-4716
» Cable TV Weekly:  313-953-2190

iRl HOMEUINE: 313-953-2020

> Open houses and new

" developments in your area,
» Free real estate seminar information.
»Current mortgage rates,

+ CuasstfIED AFTER Hours: 313-591-0900

> Place classified ads at your convenience.

TANMIE GRAVES / STATY AXTIST

= & CIRCULATION AFTER HOURS
et OAXLAND COUNTY: 248-901-4716
»Request subscriptions at your convenlence.

FAX LiNE: 313-953-2288

w You can use a MasterCard. of Visa®io access the [oflowinf;

.2 information from our classified ads. This service is available by

noon Wednesday and Friday:

* [tem No. 9402: Looking for a place to rent or someone to
share an apartment with? Get a listing of our rental
classifieds, Cost: $5.95.

« item No. 3800: Recrealion: boats, motorcycles, campers,
airplanes, etc. Cost: $5.95

« ftem No, 9822: Vehicles: Used trucks, vans and all
makes of automobiles. Cost: §39.95 .

O&E ON-LINE: 248-644-1100

You'can access On-Line with Just abolt any communications
software—PC or Macintosh. On-Line users can:
| o Send and receive unlimited email.
* Access all features of the Internet—Telnet, Gopher,
v WWW and more.
« Read electronic editions of the the Observer & Eccentric
newspapers.
» Chat with users across town or across the country.

If you need help signing on to our service, Just calf the
.O & E On-Line Hotline: 313-953-2266

@heiﬁitmmgﬁnn Dbserver
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‘Cigar Night' benefit

The Michigan Chapter of tho
Crohn's & Colitis Foundation
will host a “Hunt Club Cigar
Night” on Monday, Aug. 11 at
the private Hunt Club in Farm-
ington, featuring fine cigars by
Churchill's Ltd.

‘This evening of cigars, food,
wine and spirits is $150 por per-
son, which includes a silent auc-
tion ond a stenk, crab leg,
shrimp or chicken dinner.
Guests are also invited to play
cards after dinner,

Reservations are required by
Aug. 5. Cnll 737-0900.

Suspect’s bond 'lc;zut‘t

BY GIEQ KOWALSKL -
BTAYF WRITEA

For a while, it was the affluent
suburba on trial at Tuoesdey's
pretrial exam of Antonio McKol-
ton, the man aceused of hf!ping

eltogother, W

“He (McKelton) choso to run
on twiaty roads at 90 mph,” Wal-
ton said of tho high-apeed chaso
that followod tho robbery at Tap-
per's. "His conduct at Tapper's
also indl d a) willingness to

rob Tapper's Fine Di an
Jowelry in Moy.

“Why all this?” asked McKel.
ton's attornoy Elbort Hatchett,
referring to tho numerous police
officers in and around the 48th
District courtroom of Judge Gus
Cifelli.

“I must saoy 1 am amazed at
the prescnce of police officers in
overy corner of the room. I have
never seen such security,”
Hatchott said.

“Why a million dollar bond?”
he also questioned. “Anywhero
olae, the bond would not be so
high. I don't want to think this is
alocal brand of justice,”

Eventunlly, Cifelli set bond at
$260,000 and bound McKelton
over to ¢circuit court on counts of
armed robbery, carrying a con-
conled weapon and using a
weapoh in commission of a
{elony.

Hatchett said McKelton has
becn painted with “the porsona
of John Dillinger.”

During the two-hour proceed-
ings, Hotchett raised fow objec-
tions and asked fow questions of
tho witnesses called by Oakland
County asaistant prosecutor
Paul Walton, who outlined the
cnse against McKolton.

Hatchett implied that MeKel-
ton was getting special and
unfair treatment beeause the
cHime occurred in affluent West
Bloomfield. And he said the bond
and treatment should be the
samo if tho robbery occurred “at
Tapper's or a (peol reom) in Pon-
tinc,”

Walton disagreed with the
request for a lower bond, asking
that McKelton be denied bond

put at risk soveral bystanders.”

- According to Tappers co-gwaer
Steven Tapper, who was cailed
a8 a witness, two men ontered
the store in Orchard Mall on
Orchord Loke at nbout 11 aum.
on Wednesday, Moy 21,

One man was woariig a ski
mask, another had on a clown
mask, .

I waa just turning around and
walking out of the office when 1
saw two masked men enter the
store,” Tappor said. “I yelled
‘Hoy,' somchow thinking I could
scare thom,” "' -

Ono of the men pointed o gun
at Tapper while the other
smashed a jewelry case, snatch-
ing up $208,000 worth of items,

‘Tapper backed into his office

whare he called police.

Both men fled to a biack Ford
Thunderbird. But as they exited
the parking lot they were met by
West Bloomfield officor John
Truitt who was anawering the
robbery alarm.

Truitt sald the'driver looked
directly at him, “surprised.” The
Thunderbird drove north on
Orchard Lake. Then Tapper's
employees rushed out of the mall
and pointed to thé fleging car.

Truitt gave chase, following
the car to Walnut'Lake and cast
to Middlcbelt. But as ho pulled

- up behind the car at the inter-

gection light, it raced away,

Roaching speeds of 90 mph, “I
thought somoone was going to
get killed,” Truitt eaid.

The Thunderbird failed to
make the northbound turn at
Inkster and the car slammed
into o roadside ditch. Tho two
men bailed out m1d ran in differ-

ent directiona. Truitt chased the
passenger but lost him betweon
some houses on Walnut Lake,

An investigation of the car
turned up some jewolry, two
masks, same gloves and a pair of
pants with McKelton's Michigan
photo ID in o pocket. A 8:mm
Smith and Wesson handgun-was
found in the; grase noxt to the
car. !

Karen Dutcher of the Michi.
gan State Police crimo lab teati-
fied that a fingerprint bolonging
te McKolton was found on thi
gun's bullot clip. * .

Despite o massive manhunt,
the two men cacoped from the
sceno, But McKelton was arrest-
od Tucsday, July 8 in Detroit,
Tho second man is still at large.

Whon McKelton was arraigned
in 48th District Court, bond was
set at $1 million cash and McK-.
clton was lodged at the Oakland
County Jail.

Hatchett said that McKelton
faced na little as five years in
prison on those charges, which
mado tho high bond excessive,

Walton snid McKelton demon-
strated he would flee “and polico
seoured tho streets for months”
looking for him.

Hatchott vigorously objected
when Walton attompted to link
McKelton to other vobberics and
a murder of an armered car driv-
er in Farmington Hille in
Novomber 1896, .

“If you have thosa cases, file
thom,” Hatchett said. Hoe por-
trayed McKelton as a business-
mon and a family man, support-
ed in court by his wife and other
relatives and friends who sat in
the back of the courtroom.

Hatchett anid he would
address the evidence againat
McKelton when the case goos to
triat in Gakland County Circuit
Court.

An arraignment date hae not
beon set,

District’s land sale to fund computer needs

BY TiM SyTH
STAFF WRITER

Farmington Public Schoot Dis-
trict’s fund for the purchase of
computors grew by about
$35,000 Tueaday with the
approved sale of an excess porcel
on Park Hill.

Board members during the
regulor meeting agreed to scil

the 300-faot frontage to Elkar
Equities, Inc., as long as the
money will go into the capital
projects fund and be carmarked
for new computers. Property in
the Schroeder Farms and
Franklin Forest subdiviaions,
gold in May, brought in about

$293,000, said nssistant superin-

tendent for business and finance
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LOOSE LOWER DENTURES?
PARTIALS?

pertaps IMPLANTS aRre THE ANSWER! -

LIVONIA VILLAGE DENTAL ASSOCIATES
HERBERT GARDNER, DDS
-(248)478-2110

\

Chery! Cannnon.

All of the parcel sales arc
pending final closings, said
Cannnon, who located tho lots -
mostly in residential areas —
during an inventory over the
past year.

“These arc all excesn lots that
-the district doesn't have peed
of,” sho said. “They are too small
to do anything with,”

The transaction lenves only
one parcel available for sule, a
single subdivision lot on Sybil
Court that i3 not hooked up to
wator and sewer,

“So weo have to waitsand see i
any water and sewer is going to

. be installed in there,” Cannnon

said Wednesday. |

There ars two larger parcels
that the district plans on holding
onto for o while. One is an 18.8-

roads; the other is five acres
near Nine Mile-Drake roads,

According to Superintendent
Robort Maxfield, it is not yet
guaranteed that the money
brought in by the property sales
will go for the purchase of com-
puters. Much depends on the
result of the Sept. 16 bond issue,
when voters will decide a two-
part package including techno-
logical infrastructure such as
wiring and servers.

“If the bond issuo ia succeses-
ful,” Maxfield snid aftor the
meeting, “we will go forward
full-bore” on buying computers.
“If not? Then we're going to have
to laok for other purposes for
that capital projects fund.”

In that scenario, Maxfield said
that money would need to be
freed up for making basic
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MANO
ON_THE LAKE

+ 1 & 2 Bedroom Apartments

~ Spaclous Grounds On Scott Lake

2350 WATKINS LAKE ROAD * WATERFORD.
. Gracious Living For Seniors
INDEPENDENT LIVING FOR SENIORS
AT IT'S BEST!

+ Planned Daytime &, Evenlng Activities
+ Fitness Room + Beauly / Barber Shop

+ Continued Care Avallable On Campus If Needed
Contact: Slster Virginla Berak, O.n.

i A 248-674-9590 ‘ i
. DOMINICAN SISTERS OF OXFORD. MICHIGAN ‘A

+ +Dining Room
+ 24-Hour Security
+ Chapel Reflection Area
+ Scheduled Transportation

S acre tract at 11 Mile-Huolsted improvements to buildings.
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> TIME WARNER
LDMMUNICAHON?

BIG TOONS on e BIG SCREEN,
O SELECTED SATURDAYS SEE A CARTOON NETWORK

WORLD PREMIERE TOON
ey R PLUs A FULL LENGTH FEATURE FILM.
a72p2 REGISTER TO WIN A FREE TRIP
. TO LOS ANGELES!
A ReCRE , AVTHI GERERALCINEMA THEATRE
R, HOVI YOWH CENTER CINERIA
B cpeton NOYITOWN CENTER
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344-0078

o $250,000



