Enjoy an evening of “Merric
Melodies” with Bugs Bunny on
Broadway in a salute to cartoons
and classics with a live orchestra
at Meadow Brook Music Festival.
Tickets $22,60 pavilion, $12.60
lawn, (248) 645-6666.

SATURDAY

President James Marshall
(Harrison Ford) prepares to over-
come one of the Russian terror-
ists who have hijacked Air Force
One in “Air Force One,” an
action-thritler at metro Detroit
movie theaters.

Disney and Wayne County Parks
are offering @ mouie and.free.. ..
family entertainment including
games, activities, and costumed
Disney characters, 7 p.m. at the
Edward Hines Park-Nanhkin
Mills Area, 33175 Edward Hines
Drive, at Ann Arbor Trail,
Westland. “First Kid” (starring
Sinbad} will be shown.

Hot tix: Birmingham
Jazzfest ‘97 July 24-26 fea-
tures performances by tenor
saxophonist Christopher
Collins, Alexander Zonjic
and Friends, Kenny Garrett
and other outstanding
musicians beginning 7:30
p.m, Thursday in Shain
Park, downtown
Birmingham, Concerts held
at the park, and select
Birmingham restaurants.
Call (248) 433-FEST for
details,

Beneflclal laughs:
Comedian Elliott
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Branch is

ple to “Laugh &
Make A
Difference,” July
28 at Mark
Ridley's Comedy
Castle. Branch
has assembled a
cast of local
comic characters

fit for Caring
Together.
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The hard rock band Skeptic Tank
vows to make rock ‘n’ roll fun again.

“Other bands try their hardest to
act like thoy're (g0 miserable) and
the worst thing they ever did to
themselves in their life was to pick
up a guitar,” singer Rob Schaoffer
said. .

“We'll take endorsementa and free
stuff — anything. It's gonna be fun
again to trash the backstage area,
got free drinks, and have chicks hol-
lering at us. We'ro not going to pre-
tond like wo hate it becauso we don't
hato it. We love it.”

.Injecting fun Into rock ‘n’ roll is
logical gonl for Skeptic Tank which
was founded by Schaeflor, the pro-
ducer of Drow Lane and Mike
Clark’s morning show on WRIF. Tha
Ferndalo resident also writes and

performa some of the “Leoney

Tuncs” parody songs on the show.
‘Schaoffer explained that Skeptic

Tunk's fivet incarnation took.place

botweeri:1992 gnd 1893..

. . ““They wero juat a fow losers who

are all in prison now or solling used
cars or something like that. This was

a band that néver mado it vut of the |

basement or the garage,” Schacfer
Baid.

Earlier thia year, Lane insisted
that Schaefor get all the original
members back together for a “Draw
and Mike” party in November 1998
at Tho Palladium in Roseville. About
a wook later, Schaofer met formor
Ted Nugent drummer Gunner Ross

BY KEELY WYGONIX
BYAYF WRITER

Castle for Caring To
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* When he "gets older, starts losing his hair, many
yeara from now...” comedian Elliott Branch would like
to think there will bo somcone there to help him, and
others. That's why this funny man from Royat Onk is .
hosting a July 28 benefit at Mark Ridley’s Comedy

- ther, a notwork of

of Southficld at an Ozzy Osbourne
concert.

“Gunner nsked me how serious I
was about it. I didn’t know how I
was until ho started calling me.”

As Schaefor talked about Skeptic
Tank on the air, “every musician in
Dotroit was calling mo wanting to be
a part of Skeptic Tank. I had guys
from some of the bost banda in
Dotroit calling me, and others who
thought they were in tho best band
in Datroit.” !

“When Gunner and I met,
although it's kind of a rock 'n’ roll
cliche, we just knew.”

To round out the group, Roas
recruited bassist Paul Anthony of
Flint, and guitarist Scott Anderson
of West Bloomfield.

The Skeptic Tank reunion was
only supposed to be ono show but
things quickly changed. |
“Wo wero going to be as funny as
possible but atill try to sound
‘halfway decent so wa were respected
as musicians. Once (Guaner) got in
here ond started playing, it wasn't
funny anymore.”

I truly think we're doing some-
thing different. Wo're ‘80s influenced
but it's funny. You can only play
what you know. Your {nfluences are
going to bo basically what you'ro
used to listening to or playing. Wo're
not ashamed to admit that we come
from that ! '80s glam big hoir
Cinderelia, Poison' (cra). We're part
of all that.”

Theo band is working on a CD that
should bo out by the foll. Fans can

T

Midwest.”

scrving the elderly in Detroit.

with,” enid Ridloy.
v

“These are volunteer caregivers who nosist senior
citizens,” explained Branch, “A lot of people would be
in nursing homes if it wasn't for this help.”

Ovor the past four years Branch hag houted benefits
for Caring Together at Porter Street Station in
Detroit, but io needed a bigger venue, and Mark
Ridley was glad to oblige. “Elliott's great to work

McLean.

BTATY PuOTOS BY LAWKINCE R MCRIE

New gig: Former Ted Nugent drummer Gunner Ross (above)
of Southfreld now plays with the hard rock band Skeptic
Tank. Skeptic Tank (above left) was founded by singer Rob
Schaeffer, the producer for WRIF’s morning team Drew and

Mike who writes and performs

most of the show’s parody

songs. The band is, from left, guitarist Scott Anderson of West
Bloomfield, Schaeffer, and bassist Paul Anthony of Flint.

@ When: 8 p.m. Saturday, Aug. 2.

@ Who: Skeptic Tank opens for Exodus and Skinlab

K Where: Harpo's, 14238 Harper Road, Detroit.
B How: Tckets for the 18 and older show are avallable at Ticketmaster.
W For more informatlen: Call (313) 824-1700 ar {248) 645-6666.

expect soma special gueats to oppear
on tho album.

Schaoffer admitted that thore's
“nothing protty or profound about
what we're doing, Half the songs we
write we writo in about three min-
utes.”

“Au far ns the lyrics go I write
mast of tho lyrics,” Schacffer aaid.
“Most of the songs are kind of dark,
kind of mean, kind of angry. But I'm
not ' dark, mean angry person. We
write a lot about the ond of the
world, the end of rclationships, and
tho end of life as we know. We write
about the end of overything. It's

«Jerry Seinfeld, Jay Leno, and Bill Cosby, won't be
ablo to be there this year,” teased Branch, "but we've
put together a show with the tap comics of the

The cast, soma of whom have been featured on HBO,
Showtime, A&E and Comedy Central, includes Leo
Dufour, Norm Stolz, WJR’s Ken Brown, Keith Ruff,
Tim Lilly, Gilda Hauser of Southficld, Stove Bills,
Kevin Wheeler, Mike Green, David Glover, Pete
LaDuko of Birmingham, Ben Konstantin and Jim

“I get peoplo to do it, 'm a good guy,” said Branch
explaining how he got ali theso comediana to volun-
teer. *] try to get o mixture of comedians. The comedi-
ana do it because thoy care. It will be clean, T want

A

Plonso sco LAUGH, £2

mean crunchy stuff that isn’t meant
to be taken soriously. I can't help
anybody through life with my lyrics.
Thoy’re just there. If I sce (the fans)
heads going up and down, that's
enough for me”

Once, tho band was described as a
“Spinal Tap-come-Chili Peppers joko
fest.” Schaefer agreed somewhat
with that comparison,

*I think we're more Spinal Tap
than tho Chili Peppers. Paul and I
tend to bo very animated on stage.”

=] think we take ourselves lightly.
It's part of our charm. We look
funny, but you walk away crying.”

__._Upcoming benefits

# “Lough & Mako A Ditference”

7:30 p.m. Monday, July 28, Mark Ridley's
Cemedy Castle, 269 E. Fourth St., Royal
Ook, Tickets: $10, te benefit Caring.
Togothor. Call (248) 542-9900.

R Christian Comady Night

7:30 p.m. Sotusdoy, Aug. 2, Full Gospel
Templo, 34033 Polmer Rood, Wostland.
Tickets: $10, to benchit Full Gospel Templo
Minlzteies, call (333) 326-3333.

1 “Motor City Women of Comedy”...and &
fow good men

7:30 p.sm. Sunday, Aug. 24, aRterglow and
dessert 10 p.m., Royal Osk Music Thoatto,
318 W. Fourth St., Royal Oak, Tickots $75,
V.L.P. Scatlng, $50 Prefeesed Scating, $35
Regular Sesting, to benefit Glida's Club,
Motro Dotralt. Call {248) 848-6666, (248)
546-7610, of {248) 8546557,
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