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OAKLAND DIGEST )

Qakland Digest provides o
summary of headline storics from
around the county during the
past week.

BLOOMFIELD TOWNSHIP

Teacher morit solory
inoreases: Bloomfiold Hills
school teachers with at lenst 25
years of scniority will bo entitled
to a merit salary increaac
through a new program
approved by the district’s school
board, "It's tho first anc of ita
kind in Oakland County, if not in
tho stato,” said distriet Superin-
tendent Gary Doyle.

Daytime burglaries contin-
ue: Bloomficld Township Police
Sgt. Kirt Bowden said o recent
robbery, in which o burglar
walked into a resident's home
and stole jewelry from an
upatairs bedroom, is linked to a
now rash of daytime burglarios
in the arca, At least three other
Bloomfield Townghip homes
have been simitarly robbed in
recent wecks. Police believe the
incidents mirror a scrics of rob-
berica in the township two sum-
mors ago, when 35 homes were
robbed of jewelry, monoy and sil-
verware whilo homeowners wero
doing yard work. Police encour-
age aren residents to lock doors
and set alarma while doing yard
work,

FARMINGTON

School bond issue reduced:
The Farmington Public School
District plans to reduce its build-
ing expansion bond issuo pack-
age from $956 million to $93.1
million. According to district
Superi d Robert d,
the school system had ear-
marked $3 million of its budget
to fund resolution of a county-
wide dispute over apecial educa-
tion center funds, but only uscd
$1.1 million. The state has to
approve the reduction before the
school board can set an clection
date for the bond issue.

New look: Modernization of
the Downtown Farmington Cen-
ter began last week. The first
phaae of the project, catimated to
cost between $700,000 and
$800,000, will update the roofs
and facades of the center’s three
buildings and should reach com-
pletion by mid-October, The sec-
ond phase is slated to begin in
1998 and will focus on rear por-

sites continuos: Mombors of
the Independence Township
Board last week voted to aflot
$9,830 in mid-ceneus funds for
the updating of the township's
historic atructures survey. About
200 historic sites are included on
the current survey. More than 30
homea will be ndded.

ORION TOWNSHIP

High school attendance pol-
jcy ready: Lake Orion's now
attendance policy for high school
students, which waa ndopted by
the sfhool board last spring and

elected officials are underpaid.
Township officinls scheduled a
special meeting an July 22 to dis-
cuss the wages and salarics.
Township omployccs have
worked for 18 manths without a

.+ Local police officer cloared:
Two separate invoestigations
recently cxoncrated Southficld
Police Sgt. John Connors in tha
shooting of a Bloomfield Town-
ship officer in May while they
and other officers pursued car-
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Council casino proposal
issue continues: Auburn Hills
city council passed a resolution
opposing o Bay Mills Indian
Tribe proposal to erect an enter-
tainment conter. But since the
decision will bo made by U. S,
Secrotary of the Interior Bruce
Babbitt, officials and residents
continue planning ways to defeat
the proposal,

OVI

Middle school project post.
poned: The Novi Board of Edu-
cation last week decided to delny
construction on property desig-
nated for its new middle school,
The board said it felt uncomfort-
able putting any more money
into land it does not yet own,
Ownorship negotiations for the
Innd are still under way. Thoe dis-
trict plana to open the $26 mil-
lion school in 1988.

Historic church restora-
tion: Members of the Oakland
Baptist Church are refurbishing
a 121-year-old farmer Mcthodist
church. The congregation, which
has been meeting in the base-
ment of 8 1960s-era ranch house,
poid $80,000 to move tho church
from a development arca at
Grand River Avenue to Beck
Rond. Renovation costs are esti-
mated at $80,000 to $100,000.

Donations can be sent to Onk-
land Baptist Church, 23893 Beck
Road., Novi, MI, 48374, Velun-
teer workers can contact Preser-
vation Novi president Jim
Antosink at (248) 380-1338.

RD TOWNSHIP

Municipnl staff underpaid:
According to a Michi .

the Department of Nat-
ural Resources and the Trailway
member communities of the
townshipa of Orion, Oxford,
Addison and the villoges of Lake
Orion, Oxford and Leonard.

‘The key obstaclo to the project
had been that a group of
landowners with property adja-
cent to tho former roilway were
protesting Grand Trunk Rail-
way's ownership of the aban-
doned rail lines and surrounding
property. Last month, the Michi-
gan Supreme Court, refused to
heur the landowners’ appea! of
an Appeals Court ruling, which
sided with GTR.

ROCHESTER

Qutdoor ontertainment
starts: Tho Avon Players will
present its act on an outside
stage for the first time. Their
current show, o compilation of
songs and dances, represents tho
group’s 50-ycar-anniversary and
will be performed tonight at 7:30
p.m. on the outdoor stage at
Rochester Municipnl Park as
part of the Rochester Kiwanis
Club'a annual Music in the Park
Serics. The series, which fea-
tures soloists and bands, runs
through Aug. 8.

SOUTHFIELD

School test scores criti-
cized: Southfield's Total Living
Commission, an agency of local
residents and business people
that advises the city council
about quality-of-life issucs, is
upset about district scores on
atate high schaol proficiency
teats. There were some dramatic
drop-offs in rending and writing
in the distriet's “proficient”
scores from last year, Overall,
Southfield High School and
Southficld-Lathrup High School
ranked 90th and 91st in the
metropolitan arca. The school
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Munici-
pal League comparison atudy,
which was sought by Oxford
Township, municipal staff and
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boord hos asked the commission
to help them raise academic
benchmarks in the district.
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Your Glass Store. And More!

Call +-800-622-6854 for One of Our 33 Michigan Locations Near You!
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ELECTRICAL
CONSTRUCTION, INC,
37400 W. Saven Mile Roa

tions, call the Boys & Girla Club
of Troy ot (248) 689-1687.

WEST BLOOMFIELD:

Homecowners oye road
ropair: - The Council of Home-
owner Associations of West
Bloomfield, a2 newly formed.
group comprised of 46 homeown-
ors associations, discussed a mil-
lago proposal to fund local rond
ropnir. Bloomficld Township
tronsuror David Payne, who
attended the first the group's
first mecting, talked about his
community's special millage for
rond maintenance. Road mninte-
nance in most other townships is

of solid brass

in all sizes.
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in polished brass,
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Lighting Fistures, Ceiling Fans o QXS for Every Decor » Wiring Supplies o Light Bulbs

Mon,, Tues., Wod., Sat. £:30-6:00
T, Frl. 9:30-8:00

Beautiful selection

ixtures and lanterns

' Livonla, Ml 48152 » (313) 464-2211

handled by tho county road com-
mission. -

Cass Loko marina proposal
discussed: The Sylvan Lako
Condominium Association in
Keego Harbor has asked the
Michigan Department of Envi-
ronmental Quality (DEQ) te
grant them o permit to build i
marina on Cass Lake., At
recent public hearing with the
DEQ present, mony residents
opposcd the idea. Discussion
gave way to the larger issuc of
uae conditions on Cass Lake.

— Compiled by staff writer
Nicole Stafford E
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HOT SUMMER SALE
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